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UPON THE 

PREROGATIVES | 

Power and PrxoTECTION| | 
OF 

SJ 0SEPH 
Spouſe of the Bleſſed, and e- 
ver Immaculate Virgin 
MARY Mother of God. 


With ſeveral DEVOTIONS 
to the ſaid moſt glorious 
Patri arch. 


He who is the Keeper of bis Lord ſhall ve 
glorified, Proverb. 27. 18. : 
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THEN I came to a full WW 
_ Reſolution of throw- - 
ing in my inconfide- i 


rable Mite, towards carrying on 
the bleſſed Deſign of St. Tereſa, 
and other eminent Servants of - 
God, To perſwade all the World, 
to be devoted to St. Joſeph; (a) I ü 
had then no other Intention, 
than to epitomiſe R. F. Barry's 
| Remarks on the Life of our Pa- 
triarch, All the Copies of the 
| SS” Tr ſecond 


— — — * — — 
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. (a) 5. Tereſ. in vita c. 6. 


The PRE FACE. 

ſecond Engliſh Edition, from the 
French Original, were bought 
up, ſo great is the Devotion to 
the exalted Keeper of his Lord, 


and God. Altho' ſome had re- 


main'd unſold, the Letter was 
ſo troubleſomly little, that many 
found Inconvenience by peruſing 
the Book. 15 . 


Conſidering attentively the 


mention'd Treatiſe, T was of 
Opinion that ſeveral Paſſages 
might be omitted, and others 


added, in Honour of the Saint. 


uch as compare the two Pieces, 
will take Notice that I have 
not.confin'd my felt to his Mat- 
ter, much leſs -to his Method. 
Nothing is paſſed over, which 
I concluded material to my De- 


ſign. I have not only abbreviated 


| ſeveral Accounts of miraculous 
| Aſſiſtance 


883 R E F ACE. | 
Aſſiſtance, but likewiſe have 
brought into leſs Compaſs, the 


Prayers in Honour of St. Joſeph's | 


Seven Dolours and Seven Joys. 
Yet have enlarg'd the Medita- 
tions in Order to practical Ver- 
tues. Altho' the Subject is co- 
pious, I would not encreaſe the 
Number of Conſiderations de- 
ſign'd for the Octave of the glo- 
8 PRs i 

Erudite Plutarch, writing the 
Life of Theſeas, ſeems in Con- 
cern that he's ignorant of many 
remarkable Atchievments of that 
Athenian Hero: J have greater 
Reaſon to lament, that little is 


known of our Hebrew Prince. 


F. Barrie's Book was publiſh'd 


ſeventy Years ago, and If I mi- 


fake not, *twas penn'd ſome- 
thing in haſt, for he took not 
_— AZ time 


= | 125 
ThP.REP FACE. 
time to inform himſelf of the 
Miracles in Italy, Portugal, Spain, 
and other Parts of the World, 
Where the Devotion is enter- 
tain'd with as great Alacrity 
| and Fervour as in France. The 
| moſt of his Collections are from 
Dons, and he gleans ſomething 
in other few Places. Perchance 
he fix'd a time for finiſhing his 
Work, to comply with a Vow 
at the ceaſing of the Peſtilence 
at Lyons. What has paſs'd be- 
fore the writing of his Book, or 
; fince the laſt 70 Years, I am 
not in Circumſtances to ac- 
quaint the pious Reader. This 
I know, that in the laſt Century 
moſt Chriſtians Addreſs St. Jo- 
ſeph; Princes that they may go- 
vern as they ought to do, and 
preſerve their Subjects 2 5 
| 52 
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The PREFACE: 


Obedience ; Prieſts, to beg reve- 
rence and Devotion when they 


hold in their Hands the Son of | 


God; thoſe in Matrymony, that 
to the Glor 8 of God, they may 
diſcharge their Duties in their 
Families; Virgins, that St. Jo- 

ſeph will protect their pure Inte- 
grity; Tradeſmen, that their 
roiling Life thro' Chriſt's Me- 
rits, and their own Co- opera- 


tion, may deſerve to enjoy the e- 


ternal Viſion of him who was 
in Labours from his Toath. (a) In 
| a Word, all make Intereſt with 
him, for a holy Life and happy 
Death, he having expir'd in the 
divine Ar ms of Jeſus, the Mother 
of God kneeling cloſe by his 
Bedſide. For this Reaſon he is 


Pay 1 „ — 
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Pſalm. $7. 18. 
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a ſpecial Patron of the numerous 
Congregation de Bona Morte, of 
Which the Aſſociates experience 
preſent Comfort, with a clear 
Proſpect of future Happineſs. 

| My chief Deſign in publiſhing 
the following Sheets, was that 
all Tongues ſhould praiſe St. Jo- 
| /eph, all Hearts ſhould love him; 
but a ſecondary Inducement was 
to inſtruct ſome of the Vulgar, 
who look upon St. Joſeph as a 


and that after a caſual Way, he 
became Spouſe to the bleſſed 
Virgin. *Iis out of Diſpute, 
that he exercis'd the humble 
Calling of a Carpenter, but the 
firſt Chapter will create Ideas of 
his Excellency, and ſet the Judg- 
| ment right. There are not want- 
ing in many Places a more dan- 
gerous 


common and abject Artificer, 


. wPREFACHE 
gerous Sort of ignorant Men. 
whom the Prince of the Apoſtles 
directs us to Silence. (a) They WM 
retend to Sallies of Wit, and up- 
on all Occaſions covet the Title 
of Literature, altho* they are on- 
ly Smatterers of a few indigeſted 
Fragments. With theſe nothing 
is ſo ſacred, that is not expos'd 
to Cenſure, ſometimes to Con- 
tempt. The heathen Orator 
Tally was reproach'd for Defect 
of Conſideration, he being ſo 
great an Admirer of his own 4 
Thoughts, - That he would rather 
loſe his Friend than loſe his Jeſt, | 
but theſe Bapriz'd, profane Drolls 
hazard the Diſpleafure of Al- 
mighty God rather than forbear 
a ſilly Conceit, which may raiſe 
A 5 Smiles 
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Tre PREST ACE. 
Smiles amongſt their irreligious 
Crew, as has been obſerv'd by 
ſome Reflections on the Devo- 
tion to St, Joſeph. This Un- 
chriſtian Liberty proceeds moſt- 
ly from keeping Company with 
uch Authors as recommend 
deadly Poyſon, under the gilded 
Pill of Wit and Eloquence. 


The Church of Chriſt took | 


great Care in all Ages to pre- 
vent the Reading of pernicious 
Books. Conſtantine the Great, 
Valentinian, Marcian and Juſti- 
nian (a) enacted Penal Laws to 
terrify and puniſh bold Offen- 
ders, commanding ſuch dange- 
rous Works to be brought in, 
an 


tim. 3 < a th PY _— 
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(a) Sozom, lib. 1. c, 20. Ol. 2. c. 31. Conc. 
Calced. Act. 1. © in fine Conc, cap. Imperetor 
Euſeb. lib. 3. c. 61. 62. In vita Cauſtantini. 


The PREFACE... 
and to be burnt. Let it not be ob- 
jected that no Inconvenience fol- 
lows running over ſuch Books, 
as are diverting, and improve 

Language, altho' dropt from a © 
profane Pen; the Primitive Chri- 
ſtians ſolve the frivolous Diffi- : 
culty, who thought it their in- 
diſpenſable Duty to heap up the 
5 Books even of Curioſity, (a) and 
publickly to burn them. This 
: was by Order of Apoſtolical Zeal, WW 
but in our corrupt Age, ſome Þ 
Men are of ſo lax Morals, as 
to make uſe of Books in the very 
Face of the Altar, that have been 
branded and prohibited under 
g fevere Penalties by the greateſt 
Authority upon Earth, 
T7 | ns "MM 
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a) Act. 19. 19. 


Tr PREFACE 
A corrupt and condemn'd Au- | 
thor leads inſenſibly his admi- te 
ring Reader into Sentiments ſui- w 
table ro Heterodox Principles. 4 
He begins to applaud the polite | 
i Stile, the moving Expreſſions, 
and edifying Periods. He per- 
ceives no harm at all, but reaps 
much Fruit by ſerious Attention 
to the ſpiritual Reflectious. Why 
ſhould this Holy Man (ſays he) 
| . be unjuſtly ſilenc'd? doubtleſs 
, *tis done by Malice or Miſ- 
information; ſo the Infection 
ſpreads it ſelf like a Cancer. O- 
bedience to the ſapreme Paſtor is IM fir 
undervalued, he flatters himſelf dat 
with ill-grounded Security, and pla 
is out of Humour, and diſpleas d clar 
with thoſe who attempt the | 
Cure, that is, who endeavour to 
to undeceive him. a 5 
2 Were 


The-P"R EF ACE, 
| Were it not to exceed the in- 
tended Brevity of a Preface, I 
would enlarge upon the many 
Advantages which pious Souls 
experience by converſing with 
Spiritual Authors. Theſe in- 
ſtruct the erring Underſtanding 
to unlearn falſe worldly Maxims, 
and perſwade the Will to walk 
with obedient Alacrity after 
Chriſt, in the narrow, but ſecure 
and only way to Salvation. The 
laſt finiſhing Stroke to St. Augu- 
ſtin's lingering Converſion, was, 
Take ap, and read, (a) and the 
firſt Corner Stone in the Foun- 
dation of the Society of Jeſus, was 
placed as the Holy Church de- 
clares, (b) by a caſual reading of 

|  prons 
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(a) Lib. 8. Conſeſ. (5) In Led. 1. 2di 
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Wirf REFa CE. 
pious Books. If Cleombratus by 
giving Attention to Plato's Phe- 
don, of the Soul's Immortality, 
haſtned willingly, but ſinfully, 
to a voluntary Death, (a) and 
Seneca is of Opinion, that altho 
the ſharp tiller gave Cato the 
Poſſe to die, twas Plato's Phæ- 
don aſſiſted him with a willing 
Mind, what may not be expected 
by Servants of God, who hear 
as it were the Almighty 8 
to them in ſpiritual Treaties * 
When they have before them 
the Lives of Saints, and obſerve 
the Path which led to the tri- 
umphal Arch, the Gate of eter- 
nal Glory : Eſpecially the Chri- 

| ſtian 
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(a) S. Auguſtin, Lib. 1. Civit. ex 1. Tuſts 
Ciceronis. | | 


The  B REF ACS... 
ſtian Reader, begging at the 
ſame time, that his underſtand- 
ing may be ſo enlightned, as to 
ſingle out ſomething for imita- 
tion, and his will ſo inflam'd, as 
to put reading into Practiſe. 

If any profane Sceptick offers 
to Criticiſe , upon the extolling 
of St. Joſeph's Prerogatives, let 
ſuch an one know, that this is a 
dutiful Compliance with the Om- 
nipotent's Command, promulged 
by Royal David in his laſt Pſalm, 
Praiſe the Lord in his Saints, (a) 
| the Grecian Doctor St. Gregory 

Nagianuzen, told his numerous 
Auditory, That praiſing St. A- 
thenaſias, he praiſed God (b) from 
whom all vertuè flows to his Ser- 
vants. I owe much to the Me- 
. | mory 
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(a) Pſalm. 150. Ye 1. (5) orat. 31. 


Te EF K 
mory of great St. Joſeph, there- 
fore, I not only devote my (elf, 
and dedicate to him, the follow- 
ing poor Labours of mine, but 
likewiſe declare, that by extol- 
ling his Dignity and Glory, I 


magnify the goodneſs of the moſt 


ſacred Trinity, that raiſed him 
to ſo high a Station, as to be 
Keeper of his God, and chaſt Spouſe 
to the Mother of his Redeemer, 
and as ſuch an one, he is to be 


glorified U pon Earth, as he is moſt 


Glorious in Heaven. 


Before I proceed to my Refle- 


ctions, tis not foreign from the 
ſubject (ſome will conclude it ne- 
ceffary) to obviate a ſeeming Ob- 
cctiou which may occur, con- 
cerning St. Joſeph's Paternity o- 
ver Jeſus, and his Hereditary 
Right to the Throne of David. 
ang e 


7 
C 


ded Commentators of Holy Seri- 


prov'd by the Maſter of the ſacred 
Holy Order of St. Dominick. My 


Th PREFACE © 
The pious Reader is to take ſpe- 
cial Notice, that I find in ac- 
curate Authors, and learn'd Di- 
vines, the ſubſtance of what T 
deliver in the firſt Chapter. Not 
to be tedious, in a prolix recital 
of what is probably known al- 
ready to Men of reading, I pro- 
duce only the Opinion of one of 
the moſt celebrated, and applau- 


pture, who's very Name brings 
with it Authority , and whoſe 
Works were rigorouſly revis'd 
at Rome, Anno 1636, and ap- 


Palace, a learn'd Divine of the 


admir'd Author is Cornelius Cor- 
nelii a Lapide, who was well 
vers'd (as the deputed Reviſor 
by the Maſter of the facred Pa- 

lace 


—— —Sàw¹6ñᷣ— — — — — = — . —— Pts - 9 
— err ene — — . — — — 
—— Im — — = 2 r 
a = > - 
— — — 2 N — 
as — 2 — — — — — = — — _ CERES CL CES \ 
— — — — — — our > 
G Q 


15 
1 
4 

i 


i 
wat! 
H : 
F 
1 
3 
« 
: 4 
x 
4 * 
1 


— ˙— = 
= = Ig —— 
— 


reditary Right to David's Scep- 


Te PREFACE; 


- lace obſerves) both 7x Eccleſſaſti. 


cal and ſecular Hiſtory, and in wri. 
ters of all kinds. The Cenſor like- 
wiſe for the Impreſſion of his 


vangeliſts, Gaſpar Eſtrix, a Li- 
centiate of Theology, was not con- 
tent with the firſt peruſal, but 


whether for his own Satisfaction 


or Security, gave them a ſecond 
reading, (Legi, ſays he, & Re- 
legi) and concluded, that *twas 
advantageous to the publick, his 
elaborate Works ſhould ſee 
Light. Cornelius makes a long 
Diſcourſe, and proves Solidily, 
what J aſſert in the firſt Chap- 
ter. Ionly give a few Clauſes, 
to prevent ſtopping and ſtudy- 


ing when *tis read, that Joſeph, 


was Jeſus's Father, and had He- 


TCL 


— 


Commentaries upon the four E- 


The PR EFA CE. I 
„ter. Take a Lapide's own words x 

: upon the firſt Chapter of St. 1 

| Matthew, verſe 16. page 47. 
18 Joſeph was the right and Legi- 
timate Father of Chriſt (verus G 
. egitimus as will be explicated 
I. by me aſterwards) and Chriſt he- 
t came Heir to the Scepter and] hrone 
n David, by Joſeph— not only by 
d Gods promiſe, or donation, but by 
-. I hereditary right of Succeſſion, the 
is I ſcepter of Juda devolv'd to Jeſus 
is Chriſt by Joſeph's Title —— As Jo- 
ſeph had a Paternal right over 
2 Chriſt, viz. all authority Parents 
„ ve over their Sons, ſo likewiſe | 

p- Chriſt had « filial right in reſpect 
s, % Joſeph, viz. all the Claims Sons 
y. I car pretend to, from their Parents, 
„ Lud accordingly Right to the Ring- 
e- dom of the Jems, after the Death 
p- Joſeph.— By conſequence the 
er 3 5 Father 


N. e. 
Father, and Grand. fathers of Jo- 
ſeph, were firſt born, or eldeſt. Sons, 
that the right to the Kyngdom, 
might be devolv'd to them, &c. 
So Franciſcus Lucas, and others, 
who have profoundly examin'd theſe 
matters. The ſaid Cornelius, up- 
on the above cited verſe, Ad- 
mires with modeſty at ſuch, who 
opine otherwiſe, in theſe words; 


Wherefore ſome Divines, undeſer- 


wealy reject this Opinion, of Chriſt's 
Hereditary Right, to the Ring- 
// c. 
Iwas needleſs to fay thus 
much to the Jearn'd, and *tis 
ſcarce enough for thoſe, who are 
Strangers to Authors diſcuſſing 


this Subject. I do not atteſt his 


Hereditary Right to the Crown 
as an uncontrolable Truth, but 


I joyn Iſſue with ſuch as aſſert 
| 1c 
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The PREFACE 
it, and likewiſe with Eminent 


| Servants of God, who addreſs 


St. Joſeph as the oreateſt Saint in 
Heaven, next to the Immaculate 
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T ordering bim to moum, p. 41. l. 2. 
diely thoſe, r. eſpecially apain thoſe, p 
I. 20. Inftaneous, r. Inſt antanecus, p. 71. 


I. 11. conplate, r. contemplate, Pa 210. 


| Errata. 
| JAge 23. line 1. ordering to mount, 


becoming, r. become, p. 133. 1. 3« Bade, r. 
P- 141. I. 15. after Amen, add Our Father 
Hal Mary, &c. p. 144. l. 12. ſays, f. 
p. 149. |. 5. looking, r. looking for, p. 
votier on, r. notice of, p. 176. l. 14. Jin 
Title, p. 192. baut ineſs, r. baugbti ine ſe, pi 


the preſence of God, I. in the preſence, p. 
. 15. Protrae, r. proſtrate. . 
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p. 71. 
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Father 
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4. Tith | 
sen Of the Dignity ag Glory 14 
6, 5. Re Joſeph. {| f [1 


what Rank ſoever, claim 
with greater Juſtice, the 


8 ſublime Encomium, . Her 


 Husband is Noble, (a) than the Vir- #8 
Sein BY 


EVER did any Perſon, of il 
mn 


(4) proverb. zi. 23. 


2 S. Joſeph's Dignity and Glory, 
gin Spouſe of Mary. He was moſt 
noble by his Birth, noble for his MeW 
rits, noble in his Station. The miſ: 
call'd Grandees of the World, to 
frequently raiſe themſelves by Rapin, 
and Blood, on the Ruins of oppreſs'd 
Innocency ; they aggrandize them: ſwers 
ſelves, ſtanding above the Vulgar In. E. 
upon a high Pedeſtal of Riches and miles. 
Titles, which to the moral Philoſo- . T! 
pher, (a) appear'd no greater VIZ. } 
Wonder, than to admire a Pygmy, the L 
upon a Mountain; bring him down above 
and the Dwarf is matter of Mirth: 92 E 
In like Manner, deveſt thoſe, whoſt to be 
are ador'd, of what ſo highly recom - Hear 
mends them, and they may be in] all R 
the lamentable Circumſtances of ly Gr 
- trampled on Sejanus, or ſtary'd Beli. Iinea 
' farius. The mighty Conqueror of Aſia, King 
Alexander ſt iled the Great, made à In h 
Blaze, the Earth was ſilent in his Sight, Clent 
() puſhing on his Conqueſts te EV. 
| | 8 the! gree 
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the Extremity of che Earth, and 


this Memory, except the invading 


Heaven. (b) S. Joſeph was favour'd with Wl 


8. Joſeph's Dignity and Glory. 3 


ſlaying Kings and Princes, he vaniſh'd 
pon the ſuddain, little remaining of 


others Dominions, and generous An- 
ſwers, kind Hiſtorians allow him, 
in Entertaining Friends, or Ene- 
me. | 

There is a nobler ſort of Grandeur 
viz. Vertue, which raiſes a Man above 
the Level of others, and places Mortals 
above the Stars; (a) this looks 
on Earth with Diſdain, and aſpires 
to be called Great in the Kingdom of 


all Requiſits, to render him thus tru- 
ly Great : By Birth he was a Prince, 
lineally deſcending from therenown'd FM 
Kings of the written Law, he had 
in his Veins the pureſt Blood of an- 
cient. Patriarchs, and Prophets. The 
Evangeliſt brings down his Pedi- 
gree from great Abraham, and the 

1 Angel 


F —ü— H— 


nn 


(a) Fenice. Epiſt. 88. (b) S. Math. 5. 19. 


* 
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4 S. Joſeph's Dignity and Glory. 
Angel ſalutes * with the Royal 
Title, Son of Davlll. (a) Not to dwell 
upon this unparallel'd Extraction, 
he had tbe ſame Progenitors as the 
Son of God made Man, and the ſeve- 
ral Promiſes of God to the Houſe of 
David (H) of the expected Meſſias to 
be born of his Race, and to be called 
King of the Jews (as he was ſtil'd in 
the Grot of Bethlehem) (c) ont 
to our Redeemer from S. Joſeph. 


*Twould be a reviving = blaſ- 


phemous Hereſy of ſtigmatiz'd Ce- 


rinthus, to aſſert, that Jeſus was by 
| Nature the real Son of Foſeph, yet 
he muſt be look'd on as his Legi- 
| timate Parent, 
| things to the right of Paternity, ex- 
W cept that of Generation (d) which ac- 
| cording to Rupertus Abbas (e) the e- 

5 .ternal 


* 


(43 S. Mat. 1. 20. : 


(b) 2 Reg. 7. 3 Reg op 
Pjalm. 88 © 131. 


(e) S. Mat. 2. 2. (d) Da- 
1 Merk. 


maſcen. Orat. de Nat iv. B. F. PRE) . in 


and entitled in all 


% 


| S. Joſeph's Dignity aud Glory. 5 
al ternal Father ſupply'd, by fuſing KM 
. into the Husband of Mary, a Paternal | 
D, Love for her Son Jeſus. (a) A Child 
1e lawfully conceived in Matrimony, 
e- may ſtrictly call the Husband, Father, 
of which Title the H. Gho#t honours 
to S. Joſeph with, by the Mouth of the 
d immaculate Firgin, in her Bleſſed 
in Son's Preſence ; Your Father and I have 
dug ht you forrowing, (b) Children re- 
puted by common Fame, to belong 

to ſuch a Parent, or thoſe who are 
adopted, have right to inherit Ti- 
tles, and Patrimonies, much more 
Jeſus who was born of Mary, Joſephs i 
Wife; For according to the approvd , 
Axiom of the Law, whatever grows 
in, or is built upon anothers Soil, belongs 
10 the Owner thereof (c) Nor doth it 
invalidate what is here offer'd, that 
| Jeſus was the ſupernatural Fruit of 
Virginity, for as Corn growing mi- 
3. een 
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(a) Rupert. in 1 + Ant. (b) S. Luke 2. 49. 
| (©) Inſtit. de Rer. Divip. 6 | 


* 


** 


6 8. Joſeph's Dignity and Glory. 
raculouſly in a Field, belongs to the- 
Owner of the Soil, in like manner 
Mary was the real Mother of Jeſus, 
miraculouſly begotten, and miracu- 
loufly born, and Joſeph by matrimo- 
nial Right may term him Son, be- 
cauſe born of his Wife's Body. The 
Scepter of Juda uſurp'd by invading 
and intruding Heros, came to Joſeph 
by hereditary Succeſſion, and conſe- 
| quently to Chriſt, verifying, what 
the Archangel foretold, The Lord will 
| give him the Seat of David his Father. 
() Ferverous Contemplatives may 
addreſs S. Joſeph, with the admiring 
Ex preſſion of old Tobias to the Arch- 
angel Raphael, You are come of a noble 
Race | (b) What is yet more glori- 
ous, St. Joſeph had the Honour to 
call him Son upon Earth, whom the 
firſt Perſon of the adorable Trinity, 
has own'd from all Eternity, his be- 
gotten Son. | 


8 — * 


(a) S. Luke 1. 32. (5) Job. 5. 19. 


S8. Joſeph's Dignity and Glory. 7 vu 
When Aeyſes was deputed by the. Wi 


Almighty, to bring his choſen People 
out of Egyptian Slavery, and to 
humble and confound the tyranni- 
zing Monarch, he favour'd the Thau« 
maturgus with the glorious Title; 
I have appointed thee the God of Pha- 
raoh (a) that is by eminent Power (b) 
to terrify him with afflicting Prodi- 
gies. —— After a more indulgent 
Manner, he might be call'd the God 
of the Hebrews, protecting, conduttingy 
governing and ſupporting them. (c) By 
the ſame Rule, what may not be ſaid 


of the Grand Patriarch S. Foſeph ⁵ 


who conducted, protected, govern d, 
and ſupported, the God of Moyſes? Wl 
He out of all the Tribe of Juda was 
feleted , as a Conſort and Comfort to 
the Mother of Chriſt, the moſt faithful 
and ſole Coadjutor to Jeſus in his great 
Council upon Earth (d) If he who re- 
B 4 ceive⸗ 


r "nos i 4 


——— 


(4) Exod. 7. 1. (6) Cornel. 4 Lap. bie. ( 
Idem bid. (d) S. Bernard bom. 2. ſuper miſſus eñ̃. 
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8 8. Joſeph's Dignity and Glory. 8. 
yecei ves a Prophet, in the Name of a f T 
Prophet, ſhall have the Reward of a ning 
Proper (a) He who with Toil and Ft: 
Sweat, entertained God made Man, ¶ mant 
{ ſhall» not he have a Reward pro- WW je; 
| portionable to the Greatneſs of his 8 0 
| Gueſt ? his daily Actions in ſerving reſpe 
| Chriſt, related to the Order of Hy- gin N 
paſtat ical Union, and therefore were N 55k" 
more divine. (b) Can any thing be 74 (5 
more aſtoniſhing, and at the ſame to his 
time more delightful, than a Re- Mpc; 
flection, How Joſeph walked with Joſep! 
Jeſus in one Hand, and Mary in the the i 


{ other, both being committed by Hea- Man, 
ven to his Care and Conduct. Affect 
SO 5 The Wo int 
FF 5 gilant 


(.) Mat. 10. 41. (b) A Lapide in 1 Math. ¶drawi 
1 Quædam miniſteria præciſe pertinent ad ordi- of per 
nem gratiæ gratum facientis, © in boc, ſupre- for de 
mum faſtigium tenent Apoſtoli, &c. alia vero Heath va 
ſunt meniſteria, que atiingunt ordinem untonts 

Hypoſtatice, qui ex ſuo genere perfectior eit, 
ut patet de maternitate Dei in B. Virgine, C in 
hoc ordine eſt miniſterium S. Jolephi. Suarez 3 
Peſt. Par. 29» Diſput. Sect. 1. 8 i h 


of Trumpet, proclaim'd a ſtrict Com- 


vok'd Coriolanus to his Mother Vetus 


to his Father Auchiſes, are but faint 
the Incarnationz J am God and not 


ſo intenſely; He lov'd him as a vi- 


drawing him from the bloody Hand 
of perſecuting- Herod. If Mardochæus, 
for detecting the Conſpiracy of B. 
rathan and Thares, againſt King Af. | 4 1 | 


8. Joſeph's Dignity and Glory. g 
The Omnipotent, who with Light 
ning, Thunder, and dreadful Sound 


mand, Honour thy Father and thy Mo- 
ther, (a) doubtleſs, was the moſt ex- 
act obſerver of it, and conſequently. 
reſpected S. Joſeph, next to his Vir- 
gin Mother. The Deference of pro- 
ria (H and the Tenderneſs of Æneas 


Reſemblances of * Jeſus's Love to Ii 
Joſeph: He who faid, long before 


Man, (c) honour'd him with divine 
Affection, a dutiful Child never lov'd 


gilant Preſerver of his Life, with“ 


. ſuerus, | 


(a) Exod. 20. 12. (G) Val. Max. J. 5. © 4 
c) Oſee 11. 9 | | 


— . — — 
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10 S. Joſeph's Dignity and Glory, 


ſuerus, deſerv'd to have that dutitul 


Performance, tranſmitted to Poſte- 
rity by imperial Annals, (a) to be 
cloathed with Royal Robes, and a 
Princely Diadem ſet on his Head, the 
fire Prince of the Court to lead his 
Horſe, through the large Streets of 
populous Suſan, and to proclaim; fo 
the Man is to be honour d, (b) whom 
the King 1s pleas'd to honour, what 
Preferment, what Marks of Eſteem 
and Glory, is due to our great Pa. 
triarch the Guardian and Governour 
of the King of Kings, Jeſus. Chriſt? 


Who ſupported him in his Minority, 


and with many a fatiguing Days 
Work, took Pains, that the Son ef 
God ſhould not be neceſſitated to 


paſs from Door to Door begging 
Subſiſtance Bread. All the noble 


Preſidents, of grateful Returns to 
Favours, recorded by Plutarch, Titus 
Livius, Val. Maximus, and other Au- 
| thors 


5 - n 
Ps 544 BY 's . 1 
e 


(.o) Efter 24 21. (b) Ibid; e. 6. v. 8, 9. 
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S. Joſeph's Dignity and Glory. 11 


"7 ) Foſ 10. 14. 155 


thors, whether ſacred or prophane, 
are inſignificant and uſeleſs, to ex- 
preſs Feſus's Love to Joſeph ! Hear 
our bleſſed Redeemer's own Words in 
a Revelation approved by the Ea- 


ſtern Church, and recited by Iſidorus 


ont of grave Authors; I converd 
(aid Chriſt) with Joſeph, as if I had 
been his Son, he commanded me and! 
obey'd him, I lowd him as my Fat her, 


and even as the very Apple of my Eye. 


So he was honoured, whom the 


great God of Aſſuerus was pleas'd to 1 
| honour, the Omnipotent Creator o- 1 


beying the Voice of Man. (a) 

The Apoſtles took it as a ſpecial 
Favour, to be permitted to eat at 
the ſame Table with their Me ſſias 


and Maſter, and certainly it was ſo - 
The Penitent Magdalen diſſolv'd in- 


to Tears of Love, at the kiſſing his 
ſacred Feet, her Soul overflow- 
ing with Heavenly Delights; S. John 

| "0 Evanoeliſt 


—— — — — 
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| 12 5. Joſeph's Dignity and Glory. 
| Evangelist leaning on his- divine 


Breaſt ſgem'd to have a Foretaſt of f * 
the Sweets of Paradiſe, and yet what MW 7: 
is all this, compared to the Fayours WM /* 
and Privileges S. Foſeph enjoy'd, not 4 
for a ſhort time, but converſing fa- M 5” 
miliarly with him, for the long Space tim 
of near thirty Years? The little ſeen 
Jeſus in his Infancy lean'd daily on and 
his Father's Breaſt, and whilſt the tula 
Patriarch humbly careſs'd him, tis no 10 g 
hi 


vain imagination to repreſent to 
ourſelves the divine Babe ſtretching IM £ Su 
forth his ſacred Arms, caſting them tem 
about his Neck, and ſaluting him. 
Oh! the unſpeakable Joy, which then £2 f 
repleniſnhed the Heart of this bleſ- the. 
WW ſed Saint! eſpecially at ſuch times MW imm 
as deputed Choirs of Angels ſang 
in the little Houſe of Nazareth the MW #907 
Glory of their great God, there pre- s 
Tent in St. Joſeph's Arms. This hap- felf, 
.pen'd frequently as the bleſſed Vir: 

gin reveald to St. Brigit in the fol- — 
lowing Words: St. Joſeph often be- (a) 
trig n 


— AT AA TK = 
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$, Joſeph's Dignity 3 Gn 13 
held an admirable Glory, in the Midft 
of which my Son appear d in great. Splene 
dor, and at the ſame time Heavenly Au. 
| ſick delighted our Hearts, the Ang els 
| declaring and ſi ing ing the Glory 2 
Son. (a) S. Joſeph kiſſing a 14 | 
| times, the ſacred Feet of his Saviour, 
ſeem'd continually on Mount 7 babor, 
and had-greateſt Reaſon to congra- 
tulate, with himſelf, and ſay to Jeſus, 
| Lord, 'tis good for us to be here. (H) The 
hidden Life of Jeſus of Nazareth, is 
| subject, not for Diſcourſe but Con- 
templation. 

Ihe merciful 8 N pad 
to Redeem prevaricating Mankind, 
the Son of God ſingled out the ever 
immaculate Virgin Mary to be his 
Mother, whom the eternal Father 
adopted as his Daughter A nas Þ 


was to be found, a Helper like to Her 1 f 11 
| ff, ( a) and tor 1 impor tant Rea- 


ons, 


— —— 9 3 


(4) S. Birg, lib. 6 Rev. c. 58. (b) S. Mas. | 1 
17.4. (e) Gen. 2. 18. $i 
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14 S. Joſeph's Dignity and Glory, 
ſons. That ſhe might not be ſton'd 
to Death for an Adultereſs, that her 
Pedigree might be derived by her 
| Husband's, that ſhe might have a 
Support and Comforter, S. Ignatius 
M. adds a fourth, (a) That the mi- 


raculous conception of Chriſt might 


be conteal'd from the Devil. But being 
that Man is Head of the Woman, as 
Chri#t is Head of the Church and 
as the Church is ſubject to Chriſt, ſo alſ 
Women in all things to their Husbands, 


(6) Who was ſo qualified as to com- 


mand Her whom the higheſt Sera- 
phim would take it as an Honour to 
obey ? She to receive ſubmiſſively a 
Husband's Orders, and to move im- 
mediately at his firſt Beck ? Hear 
and admire ! The moſt bleſſed Trinity 
| out of the numerous Tribe of Juda, 
made choice of the Heir to the 
| | Crown 


-- —— 
. 
— 


(a) Apud S. Hieron. in 1 Math. (by Ad Z. 
pheſe 5. 23, 24. 5 
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S. Joſeph's Dignity and Glory, 15 
Crown (4) and Scepter of David, 
not poſſibly becauſe he was ſo, but 
for that he was jaſt, (b) which Word 
is comprehenſive, and includes, a per- 
felt poſeſſion of all Vertues, (c) It Men 
of the World could have appointed 
their Parents, they would have had 
them ſo. poliſh'd in every reſpect, 
that the moſt inventive Thought, 
could not deſcribe Perſons of great- 
er Perfection, both as to Mind and 
Body ; the Power of God could make 
the Spouſe of Mary preferable in Ver- 
tues, to all other Men, and to ſur- 


| miſe his Goodneſs has not favour d 


him, is to rank divine Affection bes 
neath our own. Mn 
Wie cannot be too tender and 


cautious in the leaſt ſeeming Com- 


pariſon, relating to the B. Virgin 
with St. Joſeph. She is like the radi- 


ant Sun; in her Preſence Stars f 


"76 
[ai Rupertus Corn. 4 Lapide in i. Math Pb 
8. Math, ts 19. [.I S. Hieron. in i Matb- 


26 K Joſeph's Digpity and Glas, 
the firſt Magnitude "diſappear. She 
Alone, gave 4 Body to redeem the 
World, for che 'Fleſh of Chriſt, is the 
1 Fleſh of Mary, [4] The Omnipotency 
[| God cannot create 4 greater Mo- 
ther. [k] She had a clear Knowledge 
of her eminent. Dignity ; that ſhe 
was not only ſovereign Queen of 
all Saints and Angels, but the true 
and real Mother of God, and in 
| this Reſpect St. Joſeph was much her 
inferior, yet the Love and Reſpect 
| ſhe had for her dear Spouſe, caus'd 
her to ſet aſide her Prerogatives, and 
as one under Obedience, to render 
him all Manner. of Service and Ho- 
[ſh nour imaginable. Jeſus was her God, 
and ſhe called Jo/eph her Lord, 4 
I {peaking to him and of him with 
profound Reſpect and Eſteem, as if 


he bad been more deſerving than 
her- 


—— — 
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[a] S. Auguſiin. Serm. de Aſſump. LJ S. 
Bona v. To. 2. WAS: B. M. S. Lc] Bridge 7. KEV, 
C. 25. 
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S. Joſeph's Dignity and Glory. 17 
9 5 Never was any Virgin Lady 
ſo faithfully loving, ſo chaſtly be- 
hav'd, ſo religiouſly engaging in 
Converfation, with her noble Spouſe. 
She lov'd him tenderly, as the Zea- 
| Jous Protector of her conſecrated 
Virginity, as the Preſerver of her 
unſpotted Honour, againſt any Sur- 
mile or Reproach, concerning her 
| virglnal Child-Birth. She reſpected | 
him as Head and Husband, as one of MW 
the greateſt Merit of al] "Mankind, a 
next to her San Jeſus ; therefore ſhe 
| chearfully condeſcended to the mean- 
eſt Services, whereby ſhe could ex- 
| preſs her humble Duty. O Preroga- 
| tive not to be ſufficiently ſet forth 
by an Angel ! If the aſtoniſh'd 
St. Elizabeth was fix'd in Admira- 
tion, and with a loud Voice, cry'd 
| our, 5 is this to me, that the Mo- 
e of my Lord ſhould come to me [4] 1 
How ought we to extol his Dignity, 
whom |! iZ 


* 
* 
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[ 2} S, Luk. 1. 43. 2 


18 S. Joſeph's Dignity and Glory, 
whom the ſame Mother of G04 
ſerv'd and obey'd long thirty Years? 


as — 
1. 


The Devout Clients may take full 


Notice, how in honouring S. Feoſeph 
they join with the ever bleſſed Virgin, 
in her former frequent Pertor- 
mances. | 

We are not to diſcourſe of S. Jo- 
ſeph in the ſame Dialect, as when we 


| mention other Saints. *Tis true, e- 


ternal Verity has declared, that 4. 
mong ſt the born of Women, none has 
riſen greater than John the Baptiſt, [4] 
which at firſt ſight, ſeems to poſt- 
pone the bleſſed Virgin; S. Luke 
explicates the foregoing Words, 
there has not aroſe a greater Prophet. IU 
Hence St. Ambroſe and St. Hilarius 
obſerve, that the Baptiſt is not ſtil'd 
greateſt abſolutely but relatively to 
the foregoing Prophets of the Old 
Teſtament. He is not compared to 
the bleſſed Virgin, St. Foſeph, or 

the 


; 4 ] . Math. 11. 11. [5] S. Luke 7. 28. 
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24. 45 


| Servant whom our Lord conſtituted over 


| Prieſt, undaunted Prophet, and glo- 


| higher Dignity [d] above others. 
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S. Joſeph's Dignity and Glory. 19 
the Apoſtles, who following Chriſt, by 
Reaſon of their Apoſtolical Dignity, 
were no leſs, perchance, greater than 
John. | 4] Be how it will, in Reſpect 
of the firſt Evangelical Promulgers of 
Chriſtianity, that Prudent and faithful 
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his Family to provide Food in due time, 
LJ in all Equity ſeems excep- 
ted from the general Rule. Let it 
be ſpoken with all imaginable De- 
ference to St. John, the Zealous 


= ue” — _— 


rious Martyr, that there appears a 
vaſt Diſtance betwixt a Parent and 
Precurſbr, The bleſſed Virgin Z1aryy 
as Mother of God has a certain infinite 
Dignity; [e] next to her, the greateſt 
Degree of Honour ſeems S. Joſeph's 
Right, by how much he was rais'd to 


What St. Matthew ſets down; = 
O 


1 3 


{ 4] Corn. « Lep. in Math. ; 1. [6] 5. Maths 
24. 45. Le] S. Thom, 1 p. q« 25. [ d Ig. Tho 3-p 
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20 S. Joſeph's Dignity and Glory 
ö of whom Jeſus was born, is to Con- 
templatives, a compleat Elogium of 
all her Praiſes, 8. John Damaſcen makes 
the ſame Inference as to St. Joſeph, 


Mary, the Title is ineffable, La] and 
not hing more glorious can be ſaid of him. 
S. Joſeph's perſonal Services toGod 
made Man, and thoſe of the bleſſed 
Virgin, are of a far higher Rank, 
than what was perform'd by others. 
nf He labour'd, he toil'd, that our 
Ill bleſſed Redeemer might be ſupported, 
and ſupply'd in all human Neccfli- 
ties: So that at the laſt dreadful 
Day, when wicked Men will wither 
WE away with Fear,[b whilſt happy Souls 
will be admiring the Goodneſs of 
the immortal Judge, for taking No- 
tice of their ſmall Duties in reliev- 
iaog him, in the Perſons of his Little 
Ones, as not knowing well how to 
tt | J ˙ 
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: [4] Con, 3. in nat. B. Maria, 
11. 20, 
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. Joſeph's Dignity aud Glory. 21 
- Inderſtand the the Superlative Fa- 
of our, they will enquire, Lord! When 
es Nid we ſee you, hungry, naked, or a 
„ {ranger La] at that time our great 
of Fatriarch, may receive publick Ho- 
d ours before the congregated Uni- 
n. Herſe, for whereas our merciful Sa- 
d Niour will ſay to the loweſt ſaved 
d {Wouls, come ye bleſſed of my Father, &c. 
k, The charming and glorious Acknow- 
edgment, may be literally apply'd 
ur No St. Joſeph after this Manner, Come 
d, Wy bleſſed Father, take Poſſeſſion of 4 
1- Nlingdom, prepared for you, from the 
ul Neginning of the World, for I (who it 
pon this Throne) was hungry, and 
ou gave me to eat, thirty and you gave 
ze to drink, a Stranger and you enter- 
ined me, for thirty Years in Egypt 
nd Paleſtine. If St. Martin, then a 
jatechumen, deſerv'd to fee Chriſt, 


to {Wearing on his ſacred Shoulders part 
- the Cloak, he had beſtowed upon 
an 


12 5 


[4] 5. Math. 25. v. 34. 35. 
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22 S. Joſeph's Dignity and Gloy, 
an indigent Creature, La] we cannot 
comprehend the Honours reſerved 
by the great and good God, who with 
Sound of Trumpet may proclaim, 
was naked from Head to Foot, and 
Joſeph here preſent, cloathed me, he 
frequently deveſted himſelf of hi 
own Garments, to ſecure me fron 
ſhivering, in freezing Blaſts. 
The melifluous Doctor of Clara 
vallis, makes a ſort of Parallel, be. 
twixt Joſeph the Son of Jacob Gover: 
Nour of Egypt [] and Joſeph the 
' Governour of Chriſt. The ſecond ha 
ſtricter Right to the Encomiums d 
the firſt, attributed to him in ſacrel 
Writ. No Man on the Earth (ai 
Eccleſiaſticus Le] was like to hin 
who was a Man born the Prince of hi 
Brethren, the Stay of the Nation, a Pri 
to his People: The Egyptian A. 
narch, took the Ring from his owl 
Finger, and pave it into Joſep 
| | Hand 


(a] In vita $. Martin. [Lb] S. Bern 
Hom. 2. in miſſus eſt, [Le] Eccleſ. 46. 1) 


[4] Ge 
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p. Joſeph's Dignity and Glory. 23 


and, ordering to mount the. ſe- 


* ond Chariot, [a] commanding all zo 

vine the Nnee before hlm, and a Cryer 

n. Jo proclaim, that he was Governour 
? 


Throne only diſtinguiſhing him from 
haraoh, who ſaid of him that he was 
ull of the Spirit of God. ['b] The Ap- 
plication. is obvious. The Spouſe of 
he bleſſed Virgin was a Prince, cho- 
en by the Almighty to be the Ruler 
ind Support of the ſacred Family, 
e was honoured with the moſt glo- 
ous wedding Ring, as Husband to 


ty having the ſecond Seat in Hea- 
en, next to his Virgin Spouſe. He 
as the Protector of his Saviour, and 
y Conſequence, full of the Spirit of 


ooperating ſo immediately to the 


1M | 
_ CT deſcended upon him, as 
ephi e did upon the Apoſtles, fo much as 


cumbent 


C. Cen. 42. L5J 757d. 


Nn 


wer the whole Land of Egypt, the 


he Mother of Jeſus, in all Probabi- 


od; for doubtleſs, the H. Ghoſt, 


yas expedient to diſcharge his in- 


— 


24 S. Joſeph's Dignity and Glom 


cumbent Duty bleſſing him wit athe 
Angelical Purity, ſingular Prudence gin 
heroick Fortitude, unlimited Pati on 

ence, unſhaken Conſtancy, profoun on; 
Humility, ſeraphical Love of God 0 
and intenſe Affection for his in . 
maculate Spouſe, as alſo ſuch othe an! 
Vertues as ſeem'd due to him, wh hae] 
was deputed not to prevent Fami 3 
In Egypt, but to preſerve the Brea "oy 
coming down from Heaven, La] whid Nag 
was to redeem Mankind, and nol of ! 
riſh the Faithful, in the moſt ble Rea 
ſed Sacramtnt of the Altar, rendrino ws 
them happy in Paradiſe by the Be Subj 

- atifical Viſion of himſelf, and the « the: 
ther two Adorable Perſons of ti gent 

WIT moſt /acred Trinity. af 
1 22 what his been already ol * l 
fer d, may connaturally be inferr dore 
that *tis not temerarious nor improbi Spir 
* but rather pious and very like, | veal 

be of e that S. Joſeph ny „ 
0 

1 (a) 
1 40 I Foan. 6. 37.9 


S. Joſeph's Dignity and Glory. 25 
other Saints (except the bleſſed Vir- 
gin) in Grace and Glory. (a) None 
can diſpute Precedence of Coronati- 

on, with the Royal Conſort of the 
Mot her of God. Marcianus, a Servant, 
and Subject, became Emperour up- 
on the Marriage with Pulcheria, they 
both living Virgins; and *twould 
be a Defe& in Judgment as well as 
in Devotion, to entertain Thoughts, 
that others go before the Favourite 
of Heaven. The conſulting ſedate 
Reaſon and common Senſe; lays De- 
monſtration in our Way, that lower 
Subjects give Place to him, who was 
the Object of Jejus's and Mary's ar- 
dent Affections So that, the Dream ü 
of Foſeph in Canaan is verifyed alſo = 
ia our glorious Patriarch, the Stars a- 
dore him, (b) that is to ſay all Bleſſedü 
Spirits reverence him, as was re- i 
veaPd to St. Gertrude on the Vigil 
| 1 of 
— 8 —— — 


(a) Suqrez P. 3. J. 2. Diſput. 8. Oc. () Cen. 
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26 S. Joſeph's Dignity and Glory, 
of the Annunciation of the bleſſed Vir. 
gin, to whom Heaven was laid open, 
and when the Choir ſang S. Joſeph'; 
| Praiſes, or the Prieſt at the Altar 
nam'd him, the Saints bow'd their 
Heads, (a) ſhewing Signs of Joy, and 
Congratulation,for theHonours done 
him upon Earth. Wherefore as the 
Worſhip of Latria is offer'd ſolely to 
God, Hyperdulia to the bleſſed Virgin, 
12 higheſt Dulia belongs to St. 55 
E 
8 I cloſe this Chapter, I can- 
not forbear remarking, how unjuſt 
the common Pencils are to our Pa. 
triarch, that (I know not on what 
Account ) repreſent him, both as t 
Age and Features, not becoming tht 
| Foſter: Father. of Jeſus, and Spouſe 0 
Mary. In all Probability the Sor « 
God would not provide a Husband 
to his beloved Mother, who had thi 
_ leaſt Perſonal Detect; "and altho' he 
| might 


i 


[| — * 
— Atird . 7 


(a) In vita . 


1 Joſeph's Dignity and Glory. 27 
ire might be forty, when the bleſſed Vir- 


en, gin was fourteen, yet he ought not Ml 
pb to be expos'd, as leaning on a Staff, 
Itar and fo decrepit, as to be almoſt uſe-„ 
heit leſs, when he was vigorous and able 


to work thirty Years, in ſerving the 
ſacred Family at home and abroad. 
S. Bernard is of Opinion, that St. Jo- 
ſeph was to the Likeneſs of Mary, and 
the learned Gerſon adds, that the Face 


foretold, would be the moſt beautiful 


can. 1 
njul among ii the Sons of Men, (a) conform- 
r P able to the Word of God, 4 Father 
what 7s own by his Son. (H) Joſeph there- 


as t0 

g the 7/5, and Mary, his very Perſon 
ſe was to create Reſpect, Reverence and | I 
on of Affection, in the three Eaſtern Prin- 
band ces, who came to adore their Re- 
d th deemer, and Infant God, in obſcure 

o het hiehe m. He was not only Conſort, 


C3 but 


—B— 


* 


* 
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4) Pſal. 44. 31. (5 Eccle. 11. 10. 


\ 


of Feſus reſembled the Face of Joſeph, | 
whom his Progenitor Royal David 


fore had the agreable Features of 1 


2 Gift of God, rendring his Works 


ee ene God himſelf giving finiſh— 


will glory in thee. (b) His Life was al 


28 S. Joſeph's Dignity and Glory, 
but conſtant Companion to the 


ueen of Heaven, and ſeeing that 
Beauty, according to St. Auguſtin, is 


amiable, the Omnipotent $97 who 
had full Power to qualify his Father 
upon Earth, would not refuſe this 
additional Ornament, to his other 
diſtinguiſhing Perfections. The Be- 
thulian Judith, was ad mir'd by Holo- 
fernes, and the whole Camp of the | 


1 


Ct. 


ing Strokes (4) to compleat the 
lovely Object; ſuch like Favours 
granted to her and others, cannot 
in any Equity of Conſtruction, be 
ſuppos'd refus'd to Faſeph. Ic may be 
verity'd of him, more than of In- 
conſtant Iſrael, thou art my Servant, J 


Hagni 
Am'd 
Waid h 
Con 


i g,th 


of one Piece, and not parti-colour'd. pot 
What relates to Particulars, will be he H. 
11 explicated afterwards by Me. Morice | 

ditations, ent t. 


„ ready 


(4) Fudjth 10. 4. (9 I} 148. 49. 35 


S. Joſeph's Dignity and Glory. 29 
Meditations, from the Time of his 
Joyful Birth, to his moſt happy De- 


Warture, in the divine Arms of 


«a 


EP 


Lt what time the Devotion to 
W S:. Joſeph became Univerſal. 


H E. Great Alexander, ſtanding 
before the Tomb of Achilles, 


Emented his own Misfortune, and 
Wagnified the Advantage of the 


m'd Warriour : Happy Achilles 


aid he) who had Homer to deſcribe 
„ Congueſts ; of which notwithſtand- 
g, the greateſt Part is the Product 
poetica! Fancy. Let us extol 


e Honour of S. Joſeph, and ſay, 


Vice happy he! who had the Omni- 


rent to be his Panegyriſt! We have 


W'eady heard, how the H. Gho#? 


. 3 has 
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30 Of Univerſal Devotion 

has derived his Pedigree from Abra men 

ham; the Scriptures take Notice ai Glo 
him by Name, whenever OccaſioMWrath 

preſents it ſelf; Angelical Meſſer tend 

gers from Heaven, are ſeveral time tion 

(4) diſpatch'd to him, and commandMnary 

ed to addreſs Joſeph ; The Son of C of P 

was ſubject and 9.” I to him, (b) and in th 

had he been living when Chre# bleu TI 

on Mount Calvary for all Mankind of) 
queſtionleſs, he would have ſkool a Ch 
Hero-like, with his dolourous Spou Jof 4: 

under the Croſs. Notwithſtanding MT he 

theſe Encomiums, and what may bare 

deduced from em, the bright into! 

ſtre of St. Joſeph's Glory did nofWhis F 

dart its Beams So the Clouds, tin lar 

many Ages after his Departure. 'TiWreaſi1 

true St. Chryſoſtom, St. Gregory Menues 
Zianzen, St. Peter Cryſologus, with 0fWPerch: 
ther ancient Writers, here and ther{Wt. J 
deliver'd in ſhort Sentences, theiſ Recep 
Sent ng co 
5 2 rom 1 


2 "PEE 50, is Ro 
(a) S. Math. 1 20. 5. Math, 2. 13, 20. 1 


(6) Luke 2. 5 [ o 


—_—_— 


ts 8. Joſeph. 31 


bra. ments concerning his Merits and 
ce oi Glory; but theſe may be term'd 
aſion rather tranſient Hints, than in- 
ſſen· tended Paregyricks, for the Devo- 


tion met not with any ex traordi- 
Mary Encouragement, till the Reign 
of Pope Gregory XI of that Name, 
in the fourteenth Century. 


ble The firſt Place (P. Barrie knows 
1nd, hof) conſecrated to his Memory, is 
toodiMWa Chapel in the Cathedral Church 
poof Avignon, dedicated to S. Agricola. 


The Altar Piece repreſents the Pa- 
Priarch, conducting Jeſus and Mary 
into Egypt. Round about this Chapel 
this Pope placed his Coat of Arms, 


ding 
y be 
Li. 
not 


s, tin large Eſcutcheons of Stone, en- 
Ii rreaſing at the ſame time, the Re- 
Menues of the Canons of that Church. 
tho rerchance this was a petitioning 
heut. Joſeph, to diſpoſe Italy for his 

the Reception, the Vicars of Chriſt hav- 
enWng continued ſeventy Years abſent 


From Rome. De facto he return'd to 


0. is Roman Chair, five Years after 


his 
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32 Of Univerſal Devotion 


N 


Creation, which was An. 1370. SoitMhry ? 


ſeems as if- St. Joſeph (who brought t V 
our Lord out of Egypt) was inſtr-{Wove! 
mental in Gregory's Return, from Were 
Private City in France to the Capi pen. 
tal of the World. There belong prinsg 
to the abovemention'd Chapel, erou 
Confraternity of Batchelors, and Mhande 
Sodality of Virgins, who in the ſo r th: 
lemn Proceſſion on his Feſtival, carr|Weſun 
in their Hands Poſies of Flowers Prent“. 
as Emblems of the fragrant Odou he Cu 
ot his eminent Vertues. In ou ecree 
Age Devotion to him is UniverſalMrider 
through the habitable World: H= 
Feaſt is of Precept, proper Hym : 
are appointed in the divine Offices wh: 
to ſing his Praiſes and Prerogative Mite \ 
every one contending to be the fore{Mrerſa 
molt; in his Favour. Lor. 
But Why? (ſays the Modern Cri for 
tick) why were the glorious Merit y of 
of St. J eph ſo long conceal'd ? H Di 

not gencraly made known to Chriſl 

F1ans, before the fourteenth Cel. 

: tury Se 


70 S. Joſeph. 33 
50 it N ry? True Believers are to tremble 
agli M's and Wherefore's, in divine 
ſtr-{&overnment, 'twas the enſnaring 


Dire of the envious and malicious 
prpent, which was the Maſter- 


us! 
apl. 4 


ong{Wpring, to ruin Adam and all his nu- 
1, «]{Wcrous Poſterity. Why bath God com- 
id ifhanded you not to eat? (a) A Reaſon 
e (or the Precept. Tis unpardonable 


arri reſumption to enter into the Omn- 
vers tent's hidden Secrets, and damna- 
dou e Curioſity, to dive into his ſecret 


Qecrees - It is ſufficient, to have 
vidence, God has commeaneed it, the 


Our 
er{al, 


Hi potent anb Omniſcient has 7 or- 
vm it, His Ways are unſearc hable 
fa who bas been bis Counſellor? (b) In- 


reite Wiſdom knows beſt, why U- 
fore ver ſal Devotion to the Keeper of 
Lord, is of ſo freſh a Date. I of- 


Cr ſomething of the like Nature by 
lerußß ot Retortion, which carries no 
5 Difficult) in the Solution. 

Chi Aoy ſes 
Cer: _ 
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tur. "Pg 1 -(6) 44 Reman. 11. 33, 5 | 
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. Unvierſal Devotion 

Moyſes from the Mounts Mee 
and Phaſga viewing Paleſtine, de pal Vas it 
ed in the Land of Afoab, the Ln; 7 
commanding him to die, and He hy. 
ried him in the Valley of Moab, a 


is a, 
MIVInK 


no Man knows his Sepulcher unto thi 5 
preſent Day. (a) We know why ht unſe 


and Aaron were not permitted tt 


lous 


enter the Land of Promiſe, but ar Su 


abſolutely ignorant, Why God woul 
bury him with private Obſequies 
Why would not the Creator, glorifyil 
glorify him, (b) honout 
Moyſes (who ſpake to him Face ti 
Face (c) as a Man is accuſtom d to ſpe 
to his Friend) as much, as an inferial 
Prophet Elizeus ? whoſe very Boi 


them, that 


er t 
ew ] 
one 
75 th 
rrifie 
ing 6 
titior 
them 


in the Sepulcher, by a caſual Toucdſet 


reviv'd a dead Body? (4) Agali 
the Archangel Michael contends 


Hoyſes 1 
nua! 3 


with the Devil, concerning the Bo en ſtr 


of the ſaid Moy ſes, (e) Why this Strik 


her 


— 5 _ 


r 


49 Divas: 24-6. (#) 1 
33+ 11. (4) 4 Rg. 13+ 21: (e) Epiſt. Fud. u. (.) Exo. 


DD 


— 


lt, (b) 
fore a 


Rep. 2. 30. (c) En 


to St. Joſeph.  . 35 
herefore, and to what End? When 
as it? What was the Subject of the 
pt Diſpute? The ſolid Anſwer to 
is and other unknown Reſolves in 
vine Adminiſtration, is that of 
Paul, who on Earth has been Gods 
punſelor? However, prudent and 
lous Interpreters, with Humility 
id Submiſſion offer to return an An- 
yer to the raſh Why's. The He- 
ew Nation, was ſo ſtupendiouſly 
rone to the horrid Crime of Idola- 
y, that even when they were fo 
rrified with divine Majeſty thun- 
ing on the fiery Mountain, they 
tition'd that Moyſes might ſpeak 
them not the Lord, leſt they dyed. (a) 
t a few Days after, concluding 
ſeyſes to be ſuffocated with the con- 
ual and thick Smoak, or to have 
en ſtruck dead by ſome Thunder- 
It, () they proſtrated themſelves 
lore a deformed Idol, owning the 
moulten 


02 Exod, 20, 19. (b) Abulens in Exod. 


— 
* nn Pas”. 7 
as : 1 
— 2 — 
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36 Of Univerſal Devotion 
moulten Calf, to have been th 


merciful Deliverer from ERgypi 2” 
Slavery. If therefore they impicuf fo! 
ador'd, what they knew to have by fit 
form'd out of their Sons and Dan cle 
ters Earings (a) and Bodkins, W 7: 
would they not have done, bal for 
certain Poſſeſſion of the Lani £21 
Body ? of his who had wrought . Sei 
and ſo many prodigious Wondgſ Cat 
(they were Eye-witneſſes of) r 
in Egypt and in the Deſert, both WM pub 
Land and in the Erithrean Sea? Ml {0n 
much to be feared, they would H ſett 
Deity'd the Thaumaturgus, as ed t 
Gentility plac'd Jupiter, Mar: Dix 
other renowned Heroes in the M buff. 
ber of the fictitious Gods. To Fat 
vent ſo horrid an Attempt, no they 
knows the Sepulcher of Moyſes ui ty of 
this Ry. . ing u 
gatiy 

have 

to th 


4 — 


20 Exod, 32. 2. 


to S. Joſeph. 37 


This ſeems to anſwer ſufficientixy 


pit why the Primitive Ages took not 
pioul full Cogniſance of St. Joſeph's Me- 


e e rits and Glory, nor repreſented 'em 
Dau clearly, to Chriſt's Faithful. Becauſe 
wilt oy/es was ſo great a Man, there- 
bai fore his Body was conceal'd, and be- 
gin cauſe St. Fofeph was ſo ſublime a 
be ofyl Saint, it ſeem'd expedient to the 
one Catholick Church, directed by the 
Aly Ghoft, not to appoint him any 
"oth MW pablick Honours. Obferve the Rea- 
42 "i fon; ſcarce was Chriſtianity well 
nau ſettled, when the Eb:onites attempt- 
as bl ed to rob our bleſſed Redeemer of his 
{ors Divinity, affirming moſt ſacrilegi- 
je Nu ouſly, that Joſeph was the natural 
Top Father of Jeſus, and by Conſequence, | 
they deny'd the Angelical Virgini- 
ty of the Mother of God: The preach- 
ing upat that time St. Joſeph's Prero- 
gatives, and eminent Glory, would 
have given ſeeming Encouragment, 
to thoſe blaſphemous Zereticks, and 
- 2 \kewik might have ſtirr'd up dan- 
1 gerous 
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zs Of Univerſal Devotion 

gerous Thoughts in weak Believers, 
For Men (as is obſery'd) are too 
frequently carried on to Extreams, 
in honouring ſuch as they love and 


WHY admire, and the enlarging on what 
nas been ſaid already, with what Wit 


and Eloquence could ſet forth in his 
Praiſes, might have ſuggeſted forcible 
Doubts, that poſſibly he was the 


Natural Father of Jeſus, becauſe the 


real Husband of Mary ; eſpecially 
converſing with the Ebionites, who 
were learned Men, of affected Sancti- 
ty, and agreeable Bebaviour. There- 
fore the Catholick Church proceed- 
ed moſt prudently, chooſing the o- 
ther Extream and paſſing him over 
in longsilence, whillt ſhe celebrated 


| the Memory of many, who could 
not pretend to ſtand in Competition. 


Thoſe Heterodox Opinions having 
been detected, deteſted and extin- 
guiſh'd, the Danger ceaſes, and there- 
fore univerſal Devotion to the Foſter- 
Father of Jeſus is ferverouſly enter- 

| tained, 


ts 8. Joſeph. 39 4 it 

tain'd, and highly applauded, where- 
ever the Chri tian Rell gion is pro- 
feſs'd. „„ | 7 Wi 
The Omnipotent doth not order 
any thing, but by the ſtrict Rules of 
fit Diſpoſitions, and ſuitable Prepa- 
rations, in the exacteſt Meaſure and 
Weight, (a) proportioning Particu- 
lars to time and Circumſtances, as his 
infinite Wiſdom ſees moſt. con- > 
ducing to his greater Glory. This Wi 
ſupream Being, who ſo frequently in 
the old Teſtament calls himſelf, 
The Lord of Hofts, The God of Armies, 
is infinitely vigilant over his Church 
Militant upon Earth, that the rebel- 
lious Gates of Hell may not prevail. (b) 
He ſends forth timely freſh Sup- ll 
| Plies to oppoſe diabolical Adverſa- 
ries, and notorious Spreaders of er- H 
roneous Doctrine: In the Law of 
Nature, the holy Patriarchs faced 
the Enimy: in the written Law, 
D 2 com- 
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40 Of Univerſal Devotion 


commiſſion'd Prophets fought vali. 
antly in the Front of his Forces; in 


'} ours of Grace, the Apoſtles and their 


Succeſſors, lawfally ſent, force back 
the approaching Rebels. Even Care 
is taken againſt the Conſummation 
of the World, Henock and Elias are 


yet living as a Reſerve. to head the. 
Ele& in oppoſing monſtrous Anti. 


Chriſt in his violent Career; whoſ: 
ſhort Reign, will be attended with 


ſo great Tyranny and Terrour, that 


were it poſſible, the very Choſen would 


conform, and be led into Errour. ( 


The protecting and ſweet Provi- 
dence of God, from the very Birth of 


Chriſtianity, according to reſpeRive| 


Neceſlity, has from time to time, 
rais'd up Religious Orders, to curb 
and humble bold Broachers of Liber- 


tine Novelties, diſagreeable and dil-W 


' honourable to the pure Doctrine of 
* Chriſt Jeſus: This Lord God of Armies, 
: has 


8 


18 a 6 


1 
92 — 


has ſtrengthen'd his Church in the 
laſt corrupt Ages )as ſome are pi- 
ouſly of Opinion) by the conquer- 
ing Reſerve, St. Joſeph, eſpecially 
| thoſe who craftily' lurk within the 
Pale, and offer the rankeſt Poiſon, in 
the Golden Cup of reforming Mo- 
| rals. To learned Divines, this ap- 
| pears an Anſwer of no ſmall Weight, 
| Why the Univerſal Devotion was not 
| entertain'd, till the Heretical Con- 
tagion, threatned a general Infection 
in moſt Provinces, and Kingdoms, 
to the End the Faithful might more 


rience the Power and Protection 
of the Patriarch, calling on him 
with greateſt Fervour (the Devoti- 
on being in its Meridian) to defend 
| bis pure Doctrine, whoſe Divine Per- 

i- en he protected upon Earth. 


be alledg'd, why this Devotion is of 


how advantagious it is. If in 


to St. Joſeph. 41 


perceptibly and efficaciouſly expe- 


Other congruous Reaſons might 
a late ſtanding, but I haſten to ſhew 


3 what 


| 1 42 Of Univerſal Devotion, & c. 
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what has been already ſaid, the 
Reader finds not compleat  Satiſ- 
faction, let him obediently acquieſce, 
Almighty God deſwning it after thi 
Manner, and piouſly imagining that 
he checks our forward Curioſity, 
with Words ſpoken to the Prince 
of the Apoſtles; What I do thu 
knoweſt not at preſent, thou ſhalt knon 


of 


| Rev 


A 


afterwards, when ſo divinely hap-W 1 
Py, as to Praiſe, Love, and con- Vane 
template, with St. Joſeph, the Fa: Calc 
ther, the Son, and the Holy Ghoſt Feri 
for all Eternity. chat 
C culti 
| | pear 
D | Ous 8 
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| of the Powerful Aſfiſtance of 
Clients. 

HE illuminated St. Tereſa of 
Jeſis, celebrated for frequent 


Revelations, and Religious Obſer- 
vance, who ſucceſsfully reform'd the 


| Feries and Convents for both Sexes, 
that ſhe might ſurmount ſuch Diffi- 
| culties, which to prudent Men ap- 
pear'd inſuperable, took the glori- 
| ous St. Joſeph for her Lord and Ad- 
vocate. She honour'd him above all 
other Saints, ſtiling him her Father 
and Maſter. Under his auſpicious 
Protection, ſhe a poor Virgin, found- 
ed thirty two Religious Houſes, 
gnotwithſtanding the Oppoſition of 
ſecular Princes, and ſeveral of her 
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St. Joſeph, to his Devodt 


Calc'd Carmelites, and erected Aona- 


own Order and Profeſſion. Take her 


44 Of S. Joſeph's Aſiſtance, 
own Expreſſions in commending this 
Saint out of the fixth Chapter of 
her Life, out of Obedience penn'd 
by her ſelr. — 

T have ſeen clearly, that this Father 
and Lord of mine (S. Joſeph) hath 
drawn me, as well out of this Neceſſit) 
(being crippled with Sickneſs) as out 
F others greater, when there was Que- 
ftion of Honour and Loſs of my Soul, 
and that with more Benefit and Ad- 
vantage, than even myſelf could tel 
how to deſire. Nay I cannot remeni- 
ber, that hitherto Jever deſired any thing 

by. his Means, which he hath faiÞd 1 
obtain for me, and *tis able to amaxt 
me when I conſider the great Favour: 
which Almighty God hath done me h) 
Me ans of this bleſſed Saint, and the 
Dangers both of Soul and Body, out « iM 
which he hath deliver d me; in ſuc 
ſort that as it ſeems, our Lord hati 

| | given the Grace and Power to other 

Saints, to ſuccour Men in ſome kind UW | 

their Neceſſities, but I find by 0 1 

ED | xpe- 7 
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Of S. Joſeph's Afiſtance. 45 
Experience, that this glorious Saint ſuc- 
Fours us in them all; and that our 
Lord will make us underſtand, that as 
e would be ſubject to Joſeph vpn 


ather N Earth, and that by enjoying the Name 
hath f his Father, and being as it were, his 
eſſity NMirector and Tutor, he might then com- 
s out ¶ and him, ſo alſo now in Heaven he 
Oue- ¶ vould grant, whatſoever this Saint ſhould 


Soul, Nleſire. This Truth hath been known 
Ad. Why the Experience of others, whom 1 
tell Wave deſired to recommend themſelves 
nem. Who this Saint, and nom many are grown 
thing Wo be devoted to him, and 1 my ſelf 
have freſh Experience of this Truth. 
Whoſoever wants a Maſter, who may 
btrutt him to pray, let him take this 
Vorious Saint for his Guide, and he 


all never loſe his Way. Thus S. Tereſa 


100 geclares her Sentiments, and in ſe- 
bab eral Places of her excellent Treati- 
her s, ſhe recounts, how St. Joſeph mi- 


Eiculouſly aſſiſted her, not only in 


i y Fecting Monaſteries, but alſo in 
£00 5 . ſu h Oc- 
x1 angers when travelling on ſuc 


aſions. TY — St. 
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46 Of S. Joſeph's 4ſifence. 
St. Francis Sales, that Apoſtolical 


Prelate, and deſervedly Prince of 


Geneva, was a ſignal Promoter of De: 
votion to St. Fofeph. Founding the 
holy Order of Viſitation, he put the 
firſt Monaſtery under his Protection, 
he or der'd his Feaſt to be kept with 
greateſt Solemnity, in all their Hou- 
ſes, directing by the Inſtitute, all his 
ſpiritual Children, to make Appli- 
cation to him; that the Miſtreſs of 
the Novices ſhould cauſe thoſe up- 
on Tryal, and even Candidates, to 
get a Habit of calling upon him 
when they begin their mental Prayer, 
to take him for their Guide and 
Maſter in this holy Exerciſe, re. 
ſpecting him as their tutelar Patron, 

St. Francis preach'd twice the ſame 
Day at Lyons, in honour of St. Joſep), 
as if he could never ſufficiently el- 
large in his Praiſes : He has alſo left 
in Writing, his Sentiments of thi 


Saint, in his Spiritual Entertainments, 
out of which I recite theſe fen JW 


Words: 


Of S. Joſeph's Aiiſtance. 47 
Words: O ! What a great Saint 3s 
| the glorious St, Joſeph ! He's not only 
4 Patriarch, but the chief of the Pa- 
triarchis; he's not only a Confeſſor, but 
more than a Confeſſor; for in his 
8 Prerogative of Confeſſor is included, the 
| Dignity of Biſhops, the Generoſity of 
| Martyrs, the Purity of Virgins, and the 
Perfection of all other Saints, The laſt 
| Clanſe of this moſt illuſtrious Biſhop, 
| viz. He having the Perfection of all 
| other Saints, affords Standard Weight 
to what was ſaid in the firſt Chap- 
Se e 
Theſe two glorious Saints, with 
fſeveral others before mentioned, e- 
{rected publickly the Standard of 
St. oſeph, and ſuch as liſted them- 
ſelves experienc'd advantagious Aſſi- 
ſtance. Probably St. Tereſa, and 
St. Francis were ſo eminent, and ſo 
far advanced in an interiour Life, be- 
cauſe this Patriarch was their ſpiri- 
[tual Director; Hear the formers 
Opinion in this Point 7 have not 

Vr 
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48 Of S. Joſeph's Aſſiſtance. 
| known any one, who is ſeriouſly devi. 
ted to this glorious Saint (Joſeph) an 
performs to him ſeveral Services, whon 
| T find not alſo to be much advanc'd in 
Vertue; for he aſiſts thoſe Souls much, 
that recommend themſelves to him, (a) 
"Tis very obſervable, that thoſe 
who aſpire to be interiour Perſons, 
profit in his School, they have God 
before their Eyes in all their Adi- 
ons, through his Interceſſion, who 
was near thirty Years in the con- 
tinual Preſence of the Word Incar- 


nate. The ſolid Perfection of a Soul 


conſiſts much in interiour and in. 
tenſe Ads, directing each Partici- 
lar to the final End, which is God. 
Glory, without Mixture of ſordid 
temporal Motives.. When St Man 
Magdalen de Paxzi ſaw B. Aloyſius 
Gonzaga in Glory, *twas given her ti 
underſtand, that the reſplendent 
Crown was the Reward of his fre- 

| Auent 
— — —— — 

la) In vit. S. Tereſ. 1 c. 6. 
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Of St. Joſeph's Aſſiſtance. 49 
Equent and ferverous Interiour Acts. 
F. S:verin in a printed Relation, re- 
commends to Poſterity what Profi- 
Kcients ſuch are, who are under the 
Direction of St. Foſeph. He acci- 
dentally met a young Man, and en- 
Ering with him into pious Diſcourſes, 
Hiſcover'd that he was highly en- 
Wighten'd, and repleniſh'd with more 
than ordinary Gifts; he gave him- 
elf to Prayer and Recollection, was 
vean'd from all Affection to Crea- 
tures, and what the ſottiſh blind 
World runs after greedily and ad- 
Wires: Altho” he was not train'd 
pp to much Learning, yet he dif- 
eours'd not only like a Saint, but a 
Wolid Divine. F. Severin propos'd ta 
him many Queſtions, amongſt the 
geſt if he was not devout to St. Fo- 
eph? To the laſt he reply'd, For fox 
Wears paſt, he has been my Director 
end Protector, our Saviour himſelf aſ- 
end him for my Patron; next to the 
bleſſed V. irgin, he is the greateſt. Saint 
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50 Of S. Joſeph's Aſiſtante. "© 
in Heaven, and he had the Plenitude i Mfter 
the Holy G holt, like the Apoſtles. and 
For what regards the Maladis pver 
of the Mind, St. Joſeph has founi 
wonderful Succeſs. F. Barrie inſtar 
ces ſeveral remarkable Cures, i 
Love and Hatred, two predominan A / 
Paſſions, which frequently appear al 
moſt incurable: Alſo of Deſpair 
and Shame to comply with Duty. 
A certain Perſon was ſo deſpondingil 
with Doubts of perſevering in ai 
Religious State, that ſhe was ju 
upon the Precipice of Ruin, yet re. 
citing nine Days the Beads of St. J. 
ſeph in his Honour, ſhe overcame 
the Temptation ſhe was ſinking un- 
der. Others were wallowing in the 
- Sink of Senſuality, and were in- 
mediately drawn out by this Pattern MW 
of Purity. Ee 
Tis related of a Lady, who w 
_ happily deliver'd from a deplorable 
Slavery and miſerable thraldom of 
Mind, by Mediation' of this _ p 
Alder 


Of S. Joſeph's Afi ſtance. 5 


ide ' | fer the following Manſer: Fear 
Und Shame had ſuch an aſcendant 
ads Ever Duty, that Obligation could 
ound 1 ot prevail with her, to procure a 
ſtanEerformance of what Conſcience 
„ il Toegeſted abſolutly neceſſary, viz. 
nam ſincere Confeſſion of her Sins; to 
ir al- Preak thro theſe Difficulties, ſhe had 
ſpar Recourſe to St. Joſeph, reciting his 
Duty, Hymn and Prayer nine Days; on the 
ding haft, ſhe was touch'd with deep Re- 
in a Horſe, and was aſiſted with ſufficient 
ja Tourage, to expoſe the Gangreening 
t re. Ulcers, the holy Patriarch ſmoothing 
. 5 | 1 rough Way to the Confeſſional. 
ame in Gratitude the Convaleſcent, or 
un · No ſpeak more properly, the perfect · 
the y cured Lady carried afterwards 
im- Nan Image about her Neck of the 
ten N Foſter-Father of Jeſus, to terrify the 
Nrempter for the future, from ap- 
was proaching her with any of his dan- 
ay gerous "La damnable Suggeſtions: 
1 of 
aint, To 
ifter 
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Il 52 Of S. Joſeph's Aſſiſtance. 


To ſhew how tender St. Joſeph is 
of his Clients, I relate a Paſſage out 
of Iſidorus(a) A Gentleman of Venice, 
much devoted to the Saint was wont 
to recite daily upon his Knees, ſeve- 
ral Prayers before St. Joſeph's Pi 
cture; who being viſited by a mor- 
tal Sickneſs, had his Thoughts more 
employed (as it frequently happens) 
concerning the Recovery of his bo- 
dily Health, than the one thing ne- 
ceſſary, (b)the Safety of his Soul, and 
a happy Departure, from ſhort time 
to never ending Eternity. St. Foſeph 
mindful of his paſt Services appeard 
to him,cautioning him to prepare for 
Death, which drew nearer than was 
imagin'd. Hereupon he diſpos'd him- 
ſelf, begg'd the laſt Sacraments, and 
had the Comfort of St. Foſeph's Afli 
ſtance in his painful Agony. 


—— — 


(a) Lib. 4. c. 10. (a) S. Luke 10. 42. 
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S. Joſeph's Aſiſtance. 53 
A Gentleman at Paris, whoſe ſa- 
cred Character and Habit, requir'd 
an unſpotted Life, had for five Years 
abandon'd himſelf to licentiouſneſs, 
taking up the ſordid Practices of Epi- 
cure, and deſerting the pure Max- 
ims of Jeſus Chriſt, ſound Advice was 
oft, upon him, and kind Relations 
could not prevail with him to live 
it leaſt in the World like a Man of 
Honour, as was expected from his 
Quality. He ſtill continued to poſt- 
pone the Glory of his Creator, and 
kt a low Value upon the Joys of 
Heaven: All was ineffeQual, for he 
would not leave the Crowd of un- 
hppy Tranſgreſſors. Hereupon his 
Friends having Recourſe to higher 
Powers, deſired a Father of the So- 
tiety of Jeſus to celebrate H. Maſs in 
Honour of St. Fofeph, and an other 
of the ſame Body, not yet in holy 
Orders to offer up nine Commu— 
ons, to the End the ſcandalous 
Velinquent might be ſtopp'd in his 
noto- 
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54 Of 8. Joſeph's Afſtance. 


notoriouſly wicked Ways. At the | 
ſame time theſe Prayers were offer a8 . Jo] 
to God, the Party fell moſt grie nd pe 
vouſly ſick, and the Indiſpoſitionuf 227 
his Body was the Cure of his Soul N 
for the violent Diſtemper encreas' nth 
to Extremity, which ſo much terri . 
fy'd him, ſeeing as it were by ſe⸗ nd 
rious Reffections of what was paſt 4» 
and what was to come, the ver 7 1 
Gates of Hell wide open to receive * 1 
him, that he reverently diſpos df,” 
himſelf by the Sacraments of thi 0 Hen 
Church to a Chriſtian Exit; reſol u tan 
ving ( if he recover'd his former d 
State of Health) to employ his EN Mud ta 

deavours in a. pious Work of great 
Importance, and much conducing to = 
God's Glory. He recover'd, to the. He 
Admiration of all, and happily com- rat p 
pleated what he had purpos'd, tod 0; 
the great Edification and Comfort, i 
of ſuch who knew any thing of his * 
former Proceedings. He bimſel 
own'd the Power and Gocdneſs of " 
1 | Qs Twerb, 


078. Joſeph's gba. 36 


the Ft. Joſeph, in the ſudden Change, 

er Mind per fect Converſion. 1 
re A young Man at Lyons, of a very | Jil 
ol ed Condition, who had pafs'd his | WW 


Years in the Fear of God, reſolv d Wi 


as quit the World, for the greater 1 

erkigcurity of his Salvation, but was 
ſererted from this pious Reſolution | $411 
paſt by Friends and Relations, ating 1 


ver 
eive 
0S'd 

thi 
eſol⸗ 
"met 

En 


nt of temporal Motives, who like | | 
mal Men ſavour'd not the things | Wil 
hat were from the Spirit of God, for || 
hey are Folly to them, and cannot un- 
irſtand it. (a) As frequently we are 
iſh'd by what we trenſgreſs in, (b) 
Ind taſt the bitter Fruit of our own 
ays. (c) So it befel thoſe unkind 
arents, diſſuading the Execution of 
ne Heavenly Call. The Son, fru- 
irated of his Deſigns and Deſires, 
ad ſlighting the former Inſpirations, 1. 
degan to find an Ebb of Devotion, 
and 14 
| 


4. (6) Sap. 11-17. @ | 
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(4) 1 Corinth. 2. 1 
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56 Of 8. Joſeph's Aſſiſtance. 
and from a Remiſneſs, there fol 
low'd a total Neglect in ſpirituz 
Duties. He betook himſelt to thy 
Wars, and exercis'd the Licenti 
ouſneſs of a profligate Soldier, no 
only letting looſe the Bridle to un 
overn'd Paſſions, but becoming 
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noted Ringleader to ſuch as wer abs an 
not aſham'd to march after his blachr bein, 
Standard. The afflicted Father anWrief, ! 
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Mother, too conſcious of. their Mi 
ſtaken Affections, wept and lament 
ed without ceaſing 3 they acknow 
ledg'd their Error, in giving indi 
rectly a Beginning to unforeſeet 
Scandals. They conjur'd him b 
frequent Letters to look back, the 
importun'd by Friends, who refidet 
near him, to have Pity on his dole 
ful Parents, but all was in vain; h 
Heart was deprav'd and harden'q 
his Underſtanding obſcur'd and be 
ſotted: In Exceſs of Grief and con 
fiding hope, they had Recourſe tt 
St. Joſeph, humbly petitioning * 

U ; 
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e his Mediation for bringing back 


ituallſe loſt Sheep, reſolving to implore 
then daily, till he vouchſaſed to hear 
enticir Prayers. On the third Day 
no their Devotions, the Prodigal 


n return'd Home, caſt himſelt in 
fuſion at his Parent's Feet, with 
ohs and Tears he begg'd Pardon 
r being the Occaſion of their long 

ef, he deteſted his Follies, _ 
md his Life, correſponded with 
former Vocation, enter'd Reli- 
on, and died in it exemplarly. 
tisis an other Trophy of S. Joſeph's 


eſceWner and Goodneſs. 

1 he many votive Pictures hang- 
theſe round the Altars of this glori- 
Aides Saint proclaim ſufficiently his 


Iverſal Protection. The Number 
bis Clients and miraculous Cures 
Wd ſwell Volumes; he not only 
ads an aſſiſting Hand to Diſt em- 
's ot the Mind, but likewiſe the 
leaſes of the Body. I give In 
ut a few Examples, by which a 
pru- 


— 


\ 
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prudent Judgment may be frar 0 l. 
what paſs'd in diſtant, and differ Age, 
Parts of the World, and ot w Wax 
P. Barrie had no Account or Ku l 
ledge. boſep 

Siſter Fane de Angelis, was confi” S 
to her Bed fourteen Days, by MI! 
ſon of a form'd Pleuriſy, which i” 5 us 


mitted her not to reſt Day or Nig Behs 
ſhe had been let Blood n that 
leſs than a fortnights Space, and by 
Quantity taken From her occaſi 1, 
| _ | mn that ſhe could {cal the : 
urn in Bed, none expecting au 
ther Change but Death. to be ſelf p 
from ſuch torturing Miſery. ors 
fell into violent Convulſions, ſike ., W. 
ready to give up the Ghoſt, and 1 01 
her exteriour Senſes did her | Mer 
Service, her Judgment wa d kt 
and at full Liberty. As Il i 
ſad Condition (hear her ow! Wor en 
there appeared to me a large and ne 
tiſul Cloud, in which on my rigbi $ def 


ſtood my good Angel of incompari Fam 
| he Bea 


— 


* 
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ut like a Youth of eighteen Years 
fre, having in his right Hand 4 
Max flaming Taper; on the other 
2 in the Cloud, was my holy Father 
Joſeph with a Countenance out- ſhin- 
r the Sus in Brightneſs, and a Ma- 


1 more than humane, reſembling in 
2 Aan of forty or forty five Tears. 
Ni Beholding me, he laid his Hand 
tin that fide where the principal Source 
"1 f my DiStemper, and anointed me 
we h oyl, or ſome ſuch ſort of liquid, 
q 90 the anoyPd place remained ſome- 
: 4 Wy moiſt. Alt the ſame Inſt art Tjound 
free 0 perfectly recover d, and told the 


wers by as much, Thus the reli- 
Us Woman. 5 
Al with Tears of Joy magnify'd 
Mercies of God, and the Good- 
þ of the holy Patriarch, but Mon- 
r Faveon her Phyſiclan, and a 
teſtant, was moſt aſtoniſh'd, when 
Ing her Chamber to vifit 
$ deſpair'd of. Patient, he found 
Family upon their Knees. in 
| Ld Prayer 


. 8 82 


1 1 
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Prayer, which made him conclud 
ſhe was departed, but was immedi 


ately undeceived by the late agon 


zing Woman her ſelf, who aro 


trom her Knees, and walking to 


wards him in her Religious Habit 
with a ſmiling Countenance recount 
ed the Particulars of her ſudda 
Recovery. He who out facing tt 
beſt Hiſtorians and holy Doctors 
the Church, maintain'd Miracle 
to have ceas'd, was forc'd to fi 


God is Omnipotent | who gives viſibl 


Marks of his true Church in thel 
latter Ages, as he was pleas'd to d 
at the firſt preaching of the 60 
ſpel. This miraculous Cure . 
fully atteſted by ſworn Witneſle 
both as to her dying Condition, at 
inſtaneous Reſettlement in Healt 


as appears by a long priated Rel 


tion, approv'd by the moſt 1luſtrin 


Biſhop of Poicters, wherein are {ei 
ral Paſſages, here omitted for Bri 
Vity. | | 


T 


Tl 


_— 
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clud Es 4 
medi This ſtupendious Favour was at- 


tended with two others of the like 
Nature, eight Days after; when 
Madam Laubougemont was ſeiz'd with 


Agon 

aro 
g [q 
ount 
ddai 


g th 


the ableſt Phyſicians of that Place, 


yain to apply Remedies ; ſhe was 


OrsS ( 1 | | 
rac great Addition to her dangerous 
o 5 Circumſtances, but underſtanding 


rich that the Ointment, remaining on the 
thell ide of Siſter Jane de Angelis, had 
to di been taken off with a fine linnen 
Cloath, and was carefully preſerv'd, 


* an Expreſs was diſpatch'd in all 
neſſel faſt to Loudun, deſiring the Favour 
„ aof lending the Cloath, which had 
eal ti vip'd of the Heavenly Balſam. *Twas 


Reli brought to the ſick Lady, and the 
frio odoriferous Flavour fill'd her with 


© {aſfible Joy, Application being made 


gr to her Side, ſhe found herſelf per- 
fectly recover'd. She was alſo freed 

Thi from another Danger, of almoſt 
E equal 


a deſperate Pleuriſy, which four of 
judg'd incurable, and thought it in 


then big with Child, which was a 
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ce qual Hazard, being deliver'd a few 
Hours after, of a Child, which the 
Wn Doctors and: Surgeons concluded had 
been dead 2 whole Month in her 
Body. 

A ſtrong young Man at Lauhes- 
ag calꝰd Claud Murner, was 
brought ſo low and feeble by a vio- 
lent Feaver, and an ulcerated ſwelling, 
extending it ſelf from the Ribs to 
the Reins, that the Phyſicians of 
Maſcon were of Opinion, that the 
breaking of the Ulcer would carry 
him off, or if he ſurviv'd the Run- 
ning of collected Humours, he would 
remain a Cripple all the Days of his 
Life. Upon this Reſult, ſome of 
the ſick Mans Relations advis'd 
him to make a Vow to St. Foſeph, to 
confeſs and communicate, a Religi- 
ous Perſon offering the ſame Day, 
the unbloody Sacrifice to implore 
St. Joſeph's Aſſiſtance. This done, 
his Side 3 rubb'd with what had 
touch d the aforeſaid linnen Cloath, 
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and ſwallowing down a bit of Paper, 


which had touch'd the ſame, and up- 
on which was written the moſt ſa- 
cred Name of Jeſus, that very Day 
the Feaver left him, the Swelling wa- 
ſed away, his Strength return'd, ſo 
that three or. four Days after he un- 
dertook on Horſe back a Journey of 
ſeven * Leagues. What I have in- 
ſtanc'd in theſe three Perſons, hap- 
pen'd to others, at Lyons, Trevoux 
and Loudur, who by the ſame Means 
were cured of deſperate Diſtem- 

0; 8 
ö Margaret Rigaud, a profeſs'd Re- 
ligious in St. Elixabeth's Monaſtery 
at Lyons fell from a Floor one Story 
nigh z the Bruiſe of her Head was ſo 
terrible, that the Blood guſh'd out 


of her Ears, and depriv'd her almoſt 


of Senſe. She could not take any 
Reſt, even on the ſofteſt Pillow, 


and the Evil encreaſing, a conſult of 


Phyficians and Surgeons was held, 
ho unanimouſly agreed, the Head 


. Was 
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was to be open'd,otherwiſe ſhe would 
abſolutely loſe her Senſes, if not her 
Life. The languiſhing Patient de- 
ſired the hazardous Operation might 
be deferr'd; in the mean time her 
Superiour mov'd by divine Inſpira- 
tion, orderd a Communion nine 
Days together, in Honour of St. Jo- 
ſeph for her Recovery. The vio- 
lent Pains continued eight Days 
without Abatement, and the ninth 
was running on, without any pro- 
bable Appearance of a Change; 
wherefore ſome of the Religious pro- 
pos'd, that the wounded Creature 
ſhould make a Vow to St. Antoline, 
who by her Interceſſion obtain'd Re- 
lief in ſuch Sort of Bruiſes and Con- 
tuſions. A fervourous Devote of the 
holy Patriarch being preſent, and un- 


willing that any other ſhould have 


the Honour of the Cure oppos'd 
vigorouſly the Motion, and begg'd 
their Patience at leaſt, till the nine 


Days were expired, which a few 


Hours 


| 
Hou 
ing e 
ſtrat! 
ſeps | 
man 
his te 
not. 1 
him c 
Powe 
him 1 
being 
Spouſ 
her R 
Ackni 
morti 
to rec 
ign'd 
wards 
the ſic 
fectly 
not ce 
round 
A Mir 
daint u 
ditione 
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Hours would compleat. This be- 
ing granted, ſne withdrew and pro- 
ſtrating herſelf repreſented to St. Ja- 
ſeßb how the wounded and ſick Wo- 
man had been firſt recommended to 
his tender Compaſſion, that he would 
not permit any other to deprive 
him of the Glory, and ſeeing he had 
Power to relieve her, ſhe conjured 
ys him by the eminent Prerogatives of 
th WW being Nurſing Father to Jeſus, and 
o- pouſe to the Mother of God, to grant 
e; ber Requeſt; promiſing a grateful 
'0- Wacknowledgment to perform nine 
Ire Wnortifications in his Honour, and 
ne, Wi recite nine times his Prayer, aſ- 
de- Wiznd by the holy Church. To- 
n- vards the Cloſe of the ninth Day, 
ne the ſick Perſon found herſelf ſo per- 
1n- Wialy cur'd, that riſing up, ſhe could 
ve ot contain herſelf from running 
sd round the Houſe, and proclaiming, 
d WA Miracle, a Miracle! The glorious 
ne aint made her alſo happy, by an ad- 
ew Wiitional Favour, viz, before her 
It's ET. Illneſs 
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Illneſs, Twas a Mortification to au peg 
fiſt in the Choir, and plain Song te fr 
ſeem'd inſupportable, but after the cated, 
Recovery, none was a more punRualWM 7:2ch; 
Obſerver of Religous Duties in theMmmb; 
whole Community She ſet a hig ent a 
Eſtimate on Perfection, and choſe ſwept 


St. Joſoph for her principal Patro, Mt the 


for obtaining Health to her Body, Morta 
but much more for divine Grace to and F: 
her Soul. Inſtanc 

The dreadful Contagion of theMhinces 
Plague is a viſible Scourge of Go, ht Gra 
tis a quick Executioner of a pro-Mhow o 
vok'd Deity, to make ſinful Nations ties of 
ſenſible of the deſpis'd Omnipotent; Mend de 
it hurries on bold Prevaricators by Hrhe C 
Multitudes, to the inexorable Judg- be pla 
ment Seat, there to receive an unre- Me laſt 
pealable Sentence, according to the Mrehen 
Nature of their Crimes. To pre- Wilemn 


dt. Joſe 


an Obſervance of the written Lan, 
God declared by Moyſes that he . 
would puniſh the Infringers with I (4472, 

2 WW) 348M 


— 


Of 5. Joſeph's Aſiſtance. 67 
o af. a Peſtilence (a) which juſt Threats 


ons are frequently repeated and incul- 


the cated, by the Prophets Jeremias and 


tual Erechiel. For David's Vanity in 


the mmbring the People, the Almighty 
nigh ent a Plague upon J/rae/, which 
hoſeMſyept off ſeventy Thouſand (b) and 


100, at the full Period of the World, 


ody Mortals will be puniſh'd with Plague 


e tog nd Famin. (c) *Tis needleſs to give 


Inſtances of God's humbling Pro- 
vinces and Kingdoms in the Law 
of Grace; It is yet freſn in Memory 
how one of the moſt flouriſhing Ci- 
ties of the World, was laid waſte 
and deſolate, not half an Age ago. 
he City of Avignon was viſited by 
the Plague, near the Beginning of 
he laſt Century, the Inhabitants ap- 


the rehending utter Deſolation, made 

pre- Wolemn Vows to God, in Honour of 
for Wt. Joſeph, to obſerve his Feaſt for 
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ever afterwards in the moſt pious Altar, 
Manner, which put a Stop to theWlſting 
"ſpreading Contagion. This cauſed our. 


ſeveral at Lyons, to have RecourſeMonth 
to him, in the like dangerous Cir-{Worgeo 
cuniſtances. Take the few follow-Meircn 
ing Examples of the joyful Suciccord! 


"CIs, 
Mouſieur Augery, an Advocatein 
the Parliament of Dauphine, being at 
DTyons on the 15th of Juh, 1638, un 
derſtaod that his Son Theodore ſeve 
Years of Age, was ſeiz'd by thq 
Plague, which, as uſually, occaſion" 


ction, 
ence's 

Iracl 
t his . 
over'd 
lad aft 
f the ] 


a violent Fever. A hard Swellingprm'd 
with the Bubo, ſhew'd itſelf uns up 
der the right Arm. The afflidech dure, 
Father made a Vow to God, that 1]Wte, C 
St. Joſeph by his Interceſſion wouldiees, 
procure his Son's Recovery, and preWe Fay 
ſerve the Reſt of the Family, cortercef 
ſiſting of nine Perſons, he would folliracle 
nine Days together viſit the Saint Wed 


Church, and hear ſo many Maſſes Hand. 


he would offer Wax Candles at bis 
Oe | | Altar 
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Altar, with a votive Picture, as a 
ſting Acknowledgment of the Fa- 
our. In the mean time the {ſick 
outh was viſited by the Plague- 
dorgeons, and altho' yet living, was 
ren over and deſpair'd on; 
ccordingly, to prevent farther In- 
action, he was carried to St. Lau- 
ence s the Peſt · houſe; and that the 
iracle might appear more evident, 
this Arrival there, he perfectly re- 
even vver'd, and not one of the Family 
" theWad afterwards: the leaſt Symptom 
on! the Diſtemper. The Father per- 
linggrm'd gratefully his Promiſe, hang- 


ous 
the 
{ed 
rk 
Cit 
on 
Suc⸗ 


te in 
1g at 
, Un 


une up at the Altar of St. Joſeph a 
ictedMicture, movingly repreſenting his 
hat ite, Children and himſelf on their 
youldWiees, giving Thanks to God for 
1 prefÞW* Favour obtain'd by St. Joſeph's 
, conyWterceffion. At the Bottom, the 
1d tolfliracle was expreſsd, and at- 
aint ted by the Advocate's own 
[aſſes and. 

at ls 


Altar; Father 


ff 


of their Charitable Duty, they wer 
daily expos'd to evident Danget nelf f. 


bated, In the Year 1638, they C3 


ſters of Health in Lyons, to atted( 


70 Of S. Joſeph's Aſſiſtance, 
Farher Melchior de Faug, Religion 
: of the Society of Jeſus 9 aſſiſting 
thoſe in the Peſt-houſe to depart 
happily, was viſited by the ſame lu Al 
fection, and lay in Extremity, al ratiti 
deſpairing of his Recovery. A Piel. 
of the ſame Order obſerving hig ven 
near expiring, made a Vow (inviting, 7, 
the ſick Man to join with him) tha, B 
upon the Return of his Health, ht e Pla 
would offer nine Maſſes for Thank. plac 
giving, in the Church of St. Joe" eter 
At that Inſtant he recover'd bi: 1. 
Speech, and likewiſe perfect Healt d othe 
The Aſſiſtance and Protection of th ve R 
moſt holy Patriarch, was ſo manifeſſ hay . 
that thoſe who were appointed Me that 
Int 
the Infected, recommending ther kk 
ſelves to St. Joſeph, every one iS them 
preſerv'd, altho for the Diſcuarog,, & 


de a V. 


0 


roce! 
MUrc 
catin 


Wherefore after the Plague was! 
m 


| 
Pro 
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roceſſionally ina Body, to St.Foſepb's 
urch, there Confeſſing, Commu- 


1001 
tin 9 


parrating and preſenting Offerings at 
e lu Altar, to expreſs their tender 
* ratitnde for ſo ſignal a Fa- 
rie ur. | „ | 


hin 
11109 
tha 
n, It 


Tivenet a pious old Man, living 
ar Lyons, in a Village call'd St. Lau- 
we D' Auger, being infected with 
e Plague, inquir'd of the Vicar of 


ani: Place, who came to diſpoſe him 
ſe" eternal Life, whether there re- 
d ind any Hopes of a Recovery? 
7 other anſwer'd the Paſtor, than 
0 


haveRecourſe to St. Foſeph making 
ow to ſolemnize his Feaſt yearly, 
that Day to Confeſs and Com- 
nicate, and for nine Days to re- 
e ſeven Pater's and Ave s, conclud- 
them with theſe Words, Jeſu, 
via, Joſepn. The Good old Man 
de a Vow, and that Inſtant found 
nſelf freed from the Contagion, 
tiring what was becoming of the 


nifeſt 
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17 Of 5. Joſeph's Al, i | 
 . Sores and Swellings which ſo ſudden Yea 
ly diſappear'd.. * . N 7 Infe 
Bennet Gontelle a Gardiner nM at | 


St. Joſeph's Church, loſt every DM The 


one of his Family conſiſting of (iff gre3 
venteen Perſons, his Wife and reco 
his Children had been carried to t jou 
Peſt-houſe, which was their neu after 
Step to their Graves, for there th of ! 
died; he and a Servant only uf Wif 
viv'd, who expected hourly to fi Com 
low the reſt : Father Barrie going &. J 


comfort them in that ſad Afffictio why 
advis'd him to make a Vow to St. but t 
ſeph, by which he ſhould engage, fs Mot 
offer ſeveral Maſſes and Commun Bed, 
ons in his Honour, if by his Inte ſeph 
ceſſion he ſhould obtain his, and gil nt 
Servants Preſervation from i 49d h 
Plague, which had ſo infected Il that 


whole Houſe, and the good Fath St. 0 
join'd with him in the Vow. 2 A vc 
mighty God heard their Praye hung 
and both were ſecur'd from the Di Child 


er. g 
28 Mat 


— 


; Martin de Bau, a Child of four 
Years of Age was ſtruck with the 


at Play, and all gave him for loſt. 
recommend him to St. Foſeph! To 


youT recommend my Child. Two Hours 
after, her Husband obſerving Sigas 


Wife, who made 'a ſort of pious 


o fff Complaiat in theſe few Words, Ah! 
ingt K. Joſeph ! No ſooner had ſhe ex- 
17170 Auer her Grief in this Manner, 
t. ut the Child recover'd, calld to his 


Mother for Meat, aroſe from his 
Bed, and cry'd out, I am well, St. Jo- 


Intel ſeph hat h cured me. There remain'd 
nd not the leaſt Mark of his Diſeaſe, 
ti and his Strength was ſo fully reſtor'd, 


that next Morning he went to 


A votive Picture was afterwards 
hung up, to teſtify not only the 
Child's, bus i the Father's 


* 
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Infetion on a ſuddain, whilſt he was 


The affectionate Mother being in 
great Deſolation, was counſell'd to 


of Approaching Death, called his 


St. Joſeph's Church to return Thanks. 


De- 
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Delivery from the fame Evil, by 


Application to the Bubo of ſome 
Cotton that had touch'd the hea- 
venly Ointment at Loudun, where- 


with St. Joſeph had cur'd miracu- 
louſly a Religious Woman of that 
Place, as is above mention'd. 

J ſhould paſs the Bounds of this 


ſhort Treatiſe, were-I to ſet down 


the manifold favours granted by 
Almighty God at the Interceſſion of 
St. Joſeph. There is not any Con- 
dition or State of Life which has 


not experienc'd his Power when in- 


vocated. Father Barrie inſtances 
this Truth in Virgins, married Per- 


ſons and Women travelling in Child- 
birth. The Devils in poſſeſs'd Per- 
ſons have frequently ſhewn their 


Indignation, againſt the Foſter Fa- 
ther of their Creator, and have trem- 


bled at St. Jofeph's Name. St. Te- 


reſa ſaid much in few Words, when 
acquainting the World (as is ſet 
down in the Beginning of this Cha P 

A > ter 
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ter) that our Lord has given Power 


to other Saints, to relieve us in ſome 
particular Neceſſity, but that glori- 
ous St. Joſeph has Power to ſuccour us 


in them all. 


The holy Patriarch not only pro- 
tects particular Clients, but like- 
wiſe whole Communities, and Reli- 
gious Orders. Two Centuries are 
paſt, ſince. the never fufficiently 
prais'd HolyOrder of the Carthuſians, 


apprehending a total Diſſolution, 


no Subjects offering themſelves to 
enter, held a General Chapter at 
Grenoble The main Concern was to 
implore St. Joſeph's Aſſiſtance, in the 
dangerous Condition of their lan- 
guiſning Body, that it might not ex- 
pire. To facilitate the Way, and 


deſerve Compaſſion from Heaven, 


the congregated Fathers choſe St. Jo- 
ſeph as their Patron and Protector; 
they paſs'd an unalterable Decree, 
that for the Future his Feat ſhould 
not only be obſerv'd as of Precept 
| . FE 2 (which 
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(which was not at that time com- 


manded by the Church) but like- 
wiſe that it ſhould be ſolemniz'd, 
after the manner of one of the great- 
eſt Days in the Roman Calender. 
Theſe pious Offerings were accepted 
by St. Joſepb, and provꝰd ſo efficaci- 
ous, that in all Parts of the World 
where they are eſtabliſh'd they have 
never ſince wanted proper Sub- 
jects. N 


whole Provinces and Nations to the 
Catholick Faith. New France owns 
him-as a Propagator of His Goſpel, 
whoſe Legitimate Parent he was. In 
the Southern Parts of America, the 
chief Miſſion is called, The Miſſion of 
St. Joſeph; under his auſpicious 
Concurrence, in the Year 1626, two 
hundred Families were baptiz'd, 
and their Example influenc'd fix 
neighbouring Towns to unite them- 
ſelves to the true Faith, that they 


might partake of thoſe ſpiritual and 


tempo- 


This glorious Saint, brings alſo 
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temporal Bleſſings, which St. Fofeph ii 
obtained for the thrice happy Con- 
verts. From the Entrance into that 
Part of the World, the zealous Miſ- 
fonaries had ſuch an Aſſurance of 
the Patriarch's Power, that the Fa- 
thers of the Society gave the Name of 
Joſeph to the firſt Tarquois they bap- 
tizd offering him the firſt Fruits of 
their Apoſtolical Labours. | 

What is already ſaid may be to 
Chriſt's Faithful a ſufficient Proof 
of this comfortable Truth, how thoſe 
pho are in St. Joſeph's Favour, have 
Jeſus and Mary propitious on their 
Side. The bleſſed Virgin encoura- 
ges Devotion to her beloved Spouſe, 
and Royal Conſort, witneſs that 


eminent Maſter of Spirit, and pru- 


dent Director of St. Tereſa, Balt azar 
Alvarez, S. F. who lying ſick at Vali- 
dolid in a burning Feaver, one of his 
Order aſſiſting him, held up an I- 
mage of our bleſſed Lady and St. Jo- 
ſob, adviſing him to recommend 


F 3 bim 


5 2 
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1 himſelf to the Spouſe of Mary; You bet 
have Reaſon ( ſaid Alvarez.) for the 
Mot her of God has commanded me ex- 
preſly to do ſo; he own'd afterwards 
that he receiv'd this Command in — 
the holy Houſe of Loretzo. Favou- 
rites of Heaven are not only coun- 

ſell'd, but commanded to pratiiſe 
and propagate Devotion to our Pa. Ts 

triarch, as was clearly and poſitively 
ſignify'd to St. Brigit and St. Ger- 
trude. The holy Mother St. Tereſa of 
Jeſus was fill d with infinite Foy and N 
Delight (to uſe her own Words in part 
the Foundation of Avila) when on Ml K 2 
the Feſtival of our bleſſed Lady: 45d. 
Aſſumption, the Queen of all Saints vide 
and Angels, appear'd to her with WW orc. 
St. Foſeph, the Mother of God took hte, 
her by the Hand, telling her that thi Je 1; 
Service done to her dear Spouſe St. Jo- i ſo gr 
ſeph, pleas'd her very much, promiling MW from 


Aſſiſtance in her Religious Under: WF riery 
takings. The following Chapter 15 


ſtruttive, how we may efer ve 


from hence, that there was not Va- 


V2 
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be taken notice of, by the ſaid imma- 
culate Virgin, by honouring her be- 
loved Conſort. | 


— 7 Ws - 
|| Ion. 1 


—— 


CHAP. IV. 


Dives Methods of honouring 
St. Jofeph. uh 


SAA the Son of faithful Abra- 

ham, drawing near to his De- 
parture out of this World, order'd 
Eſau to take his Arms, his Quiver 
and Bow, (a) to go abroad and pro- 
vide by hunting, what might be a- 
greeable to his aged Father's Pa- 
late, and ſo receive a Bleſſing before 
he died. No Man certainly can be 
ſo groſly miſtaken as to conclude 
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Patriarch. No, ſays Lyranus, herein 
lies couch'd a Myſtery of Morality, 


that a Son who receives 4 Bleſſing mu} 


be obſequious and ſerve his Father. That 


Paſſage of the Hiſtory of the Eaſtern 
Church, which was found and pre- 
ſeared as authentick to Pope Adrian 
the VI, is highly comfortable; how 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt aſſiſt ing St. Jo- 
ſeph on his Death- bed lean'd on his 
Pillow, took him by the Hand, re- 
ceiv'd his laſt Breath, clos'd bis Eyes, 
and immediately before this glori- 
ous Parent expired, the Redeemer of 
4 l Men gave him his Bleſſing for a 
happy Paſlage, with an Aſſurance to 
beſtow the ſame on all thoſe who 
ſhould offer Sacrifice to God in Ho- 
nour of St. Fo/eph, on the Day of 
his happy Departure, which the Ro- 
man Church celebrates on the nine- 
teenth of March, the Greeks obler- 
ving it on the twenty ſixth. of Decem- 
ber, as Baronius recounts in his Mar- 


tyrologe. Tho' they differ about 
| the 
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la the time of his Deceaſe, yet they 
y, ere unanimous as to the Feſtival 
ot his Eſpouſals, viz. the twenty ſe- 
at cond of January, of his Flight into 
ot on the twenty ſecond of De- 
be- amber, and his Return from thence, 
en on the ſeventeenth of January. In 
W obſerving theſe Days, and perform- 
ing other Devotions to him, due 
us Wkegard is to be had to the above- 
© nentioned Rule, 4 Son who expects 
5, W- Hlefing, muſt be obſequious to his 
- Rather. | | 

of Works are more faithful Decla- 


4 ers of the Mind than Words, or 
0 ole Lip-Worſhip. The crafty Ga- 
ol laonites with greater ſhew of Elo- 
0 ience and ſeeming Piety, extoll'd 
of Wie Wonders of the Omnipotent, 
0- Whan fa vour'd Rahab, as we read at 
© irge, in the ſecond and ninth Chap- 
ers of Joſue. She ſaid, We have 
gd, how the Lord dryd up the Wa- 
1 77 of the Red Sea at your Entrance, 
ut rd what he hath done to the two 
he F 5 „„ 
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Amorrhean Kings Og and Schon: But Ml be b 
the Men of Gab4on addreſs'd % Life 
in the Name of the Lord his God, pro-. the 
claiming to the whole Camp, M 9?) * 
have heard the Fame of his Power, ere · $19 
ry thing he has done in Egypt, and to doubt 
the two Kings on the other fide of lave 
the River Jordan, Og of Baſan, and fore 


Sehon of Heſebon : What a glorious City. 
Profeſſion of divine Power! this not- baſlac 
withſtanding, the Gabaonites were their 
condemned to perpetual Slavery as diſſen 
drawing Water and hewing Wo Preſe! 
whilſt Rahab was honourably ente nd -< 
tained and taken in Marriage h Falſh 
Salmon one of the chief Princes ol Comm 
the Hebrew Nation, from wholc the _ 
Poſterity our bleſſed Saviour %%, reach 
was born. The ſolid Reaſon of this s to 
different Treatment was this; Kaba ſpare 
believed with a firm Faith and with fu juſtly 
Devotion (a) entertain d the two Mel dlaye! 


ſent to view the Land, ſhe ated: 


4 — 3 5 


_—_ 


© (4) Orig. hom. 10. in Foſues 
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he believed, ſhe ran the Hazard of 
Life and Fortune in proteQing_ 
the Spies, and-ſetting them ſafe a- 
way; for had the King of Jerico 
known that ſhe conceal'd them, no 
doubt her ſelf and her Houſe would 


have been conſum'd to Aſhes, be- 


fore the Iſraelites ſet Flame to the 
City: Whereas the pretended - Am- 
baſadors from Gabæon, calculated all 
their Projects according to the 
liſembling Rule of Policy and felf 
freſervation , their [Contrivauces 
and Speeches were uſher d in by 
Falſhood, and altho* the Hebrew 
3 and the wiſe Seniors. of 
Synagogue, were ſo. far over⸗ 
ach by the fictitious Narrative 
3s to ſwear to a Covenant, and 
ſpare their Lives, yet they were 
dn ſentenci d 10 Drudgery and 
err; bn i 

Wherefore eil. be of litttle Ads 
lantage to give fair Words, and 


n eee 


FCS. tives 
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tives, Power and Protection of St. Jo. 
ſeph; We muſt perfect Words by 
Works, awake ſerious Thoughts to 
ſerve God faithfully, for this is the 
chief Method of honouring. the Pa. 
triarch. *Tis Phariſaical Cant to 


cry, Lord, Lord! and ſtop there; 
ſuch Hypocrites will not eſcape the | 


Deluge of. Flames; and it ought to 
be remembred, that the Olive Branch 
brought by Noe's Dove to the float- 
ing Ark, preſaging Peace to Man- 
kind, had not only verdant Leaves, 
but was loaden with Fruit, hence a 
holy Doctor of the Church gives 
neceſſary Advice, not to flouriſh 
with Leaves only, or Words, but to 
offer Fruit, (a) to entertain reſolute- 
ly divine Grace, to leave the Track 
of People out of the Way, wandring 
towards eternal Perdition, and by 
aà vertuous Life to deſerve the Fa- 
vour of God, and My 

” , 
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St. Joſeph. But to deſcend to more 
particulars. | £0 
If there is a Feaſt in the whole 
Year (next to thoſe dedicated to 
God, and the bleſſed Virgin) giving 
Aſurance of obtaining our Petitions 


ind facilitating Salvation, 'tis that 


of St. Foſeph. St. Tereſa declares in 
the ſixth Chapter of her Life, That 
for divers Years ſhe deſired ſomething 
of him upon his Feftival Day, and e- 
ver found it granted; and if peradven- 
twe her Petition was any way deficient, 
he redreſs'd it for her greater good. On 
that Day holy Sacraments are to be 
frequented, entertaining with flam- 
Ing Devotion, that Omni potent com- 


mitted to the Care of St. Joſeph. 


The votive Oblation may be recited, 
and his Life read over. Twill alſo: 


be a ſingular way of honouring him, 
if the pious Clients procure the Sa- 
crifice of holy Maſs to be offer'd 
to God in Thankſgiving for his 
ines Glory 22. 0040 21602 
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The Univerſal Practice of ho- 


nouring our holy Patriarch, is to re- 
cite his little Office, his Litanies, 


for a ſet time, as Occaſion or De- 
votion require and ſuggeſt. They 
are a compendious Elogium of his 
Praiſes: The following Example 
will acquaint you how acceptable 
they are unte him 
- The Prioreſs of the Urſulins, ol 
the Houſe of Coe: and Loudun, by 
Almighty God's Permiſſion, ' was 
poſſeſſed with an evil Spirit, who 
tormented her after a violent man- 
ner. To defend herſelf againſt his 
iaſulting Tyranny, ſne was 'accu- 
ſtom'd to crave. St. Joſeph's Bleſ- 
ſing (a Devotion praQis'd by many 
others) before the Exorciſms, as 4 
dutiful Child would beg of a com- 
paſſionate: Parent. She alſo oblig'd 
herfelf to recite daily S. Foſeph's 
Office, for a whole. Year, and to 
perform ſome weekly Penance 2 

| „„ a 


Hymn and Prayer; either daily, or 
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his Honour. Two or three Days 
after the Vow, the infernal Enimy 
was forc'd away at the firſt Exor- 
eim, leaving the Mark of a Croſs 
| on her Forehead, as the Prieſt had 
enjoyned him; and to the End it 
might be known, that *twas at the 
Patriarch's Interceſſion, the Devil 
cry'd out hideouſly, Joſeph 5s come 
5 Leviathan muſt depart. / 

Some Religious of the ſaid Order 
of St. Urſula, had a Deſign to ſettle 
at Lambeſa in Provence, the Inhabi- 
tants teſtifying an earneſt Deſire of 
their Coming and Company; where- 
bis fore they tranſported themſelves 
ceu- IF thither, but met with unexpected 
leſ- MI Difficulties and Diſappointments. 
any They could not ſo much as find a 
15 4 proper Houſe to hire, ſo reſolv'd 
om- W to return back to Aiæ, from whence 
ig d they came. In the mean time they 
as had Recourſe to St. Joſeph they 
to Ml choſe him for the Protector oe their 
in ptous — and reſolv'd to 

| recite | 
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recite after Maſs his Litany, for 
nine Days together. Before the 
ninth Day, a vertuous Prieſt being z 
Man of Subſtance and Authority, 
came to diſcourſe the Vrſulin Supe. 


riour : He had built a Church and 2 


Houſe adjoining to it, near Lambeſ, 
in honour of St. Tereſa: He made 
an Offer to them both of Houſe and 
Church, and actually put them in- 
to Poſſeſſion of both; as if St. Teyeſ- 
bad directed him to provide for 

thoſe De votes of her dear Father and 
Founder. | | 

A Religious Houſe of Nuns (as 
P. Barrie had from the Mouth of 
the Superjour) had not receiv'd a 
- conſiderable time any Novices, 
which occaſion'd great Afflictiion, leſt 
in few Years the Family ſhould want 
Subjects to continue Succeſſion, They 
all reſolv'd to ſay St. Joſeph's Prayer 
after Maſs, for ſix Months ; which 
Devotion being unanimouſly and 
chearfully undertaken, that the Pa- 
. triarch 
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march, who is a Protector of Reli- 
zious Orders, would vouchſafe to 
provide for them. A few Days at- 
ter a young Lady of Quality and 
Fortune offer'd her ſelf to live aud 
die with them in God's Service. 
The Community was ſenſible of the 
Fayour and to this Day contlaue 
their grateful Ackaowledgments. 1 
cannot omit what is worthy of Me- 
mory, the Devotion of Monſieur 
Henry Chycot Canon of Chartres, 
which he exprieſs'd for the afore- 
faid Prayer : By his laſt Will 
and Teſtament. he left a conſide- 
rable Sum of Money, as a perpe- 
tual Foundation to be diſtributed 
yearly amongſt the Canons of Char- 
tres, with this Obligation, to ſing 
daily St. Joſeph's Hymn, and Prayer; 
to the End he might contribute 
when abſent in a more happy Place, 
to have his ſpecial Patron honour'd 
upon Earth. 


go Howto honour S. Joſeph. 

As moſt Perſons place in their 
beſt Rooms Repreſentations in Co- 
1ours, of ſuch as they tenderly love, 
as Teſtimonies of their Eſteem and nl f 
Affection; So the Devout Clients 
of St. Joſeph will do well to ſet up 
his Picture in their private Oratories, 
or carry it in little about them, 
St. Tereſa praQtis'd this, and the li- Nie a 
tle Picture 1s ſtill preſerv'd at Avila | 
By our Lord's Directions, ſhe placid 
over the Gate of her firſt reform'd 
Monaſtery, the Statue of St. Joſeph, 
with that of his immaculate Spouſe 
When St. Francis Sales departed 
moſt happily at Lyons, there was 
but one looſe Picture found in his 
Breviary, which was of St. Joſepl. 
The aforeſaid St. Tereſa now el. ul 
joys the laſting Reward due to her 
Merits, and indefatigable Labour, 
in reforming an ancient Religious 
Order, erecting thirty two Mons 
ſteries. We by a perſonal Refor- 


mation of our Lives, muſt fit cut 
ſelyes e. \ - 


. How to honour S.] oſeph. 91 


heir ſelves for one of thoſe happy Man- 
Coe fons, in the Houſe of our Heavenly 
= faber; (a) for a very ſhort time, 


Will fix us in the Houſe of our Eter- 
y. () We muſt not loſe ſhort 
Diy-light, in carrying on the great 
Work, but humbly beg St. Joſeph's 
Klping Hand, that as He, Father- 
te aſſiſted that poor Virgin in the 
formation, ſo likewiſe he will 


lit⸗ 
wild; 


2 your us his Petitioners, in taking 
= 1 Poſſeſſion of our . and 
10 erlaſting Manſions. 


To prepare the Way, we are to 
mike Friends by Mammon, that 
Wen Death calls upon us, we may 

e receiv'd into Eternal Taber- 
les, (c) The Prophet Daniel coun- 
d impious and proud Nabucho- 
lnoxor, to redeem his Sins with Alm ſ- 
reds, and his Iniquities by ſhewing | 


hel to the Pct, ©) OY (aid 
wy | 


(4) f. Fob 1 14. 2. (b) Feeleſe 1 12. 5. (e) s. 
lle. 16. 9. (d) Daniel 4. 24. 
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he) God will forgive thy Crimes, and int: 
mitigate the Puniſhment. This is, the 
another Method of deſerving St. 7. ul / 
ſeph's favourable Protection, to gie « ha 
Alms to a Man in Years, to a poor hat 
Woman and her Infant, in honor, to 
of the ſacred Family of Nazareth una. 
St. Vinceutius Ferrerius recaunts, how St. 7c 
a Gentleman of Valence had a pio tion 
_ Cuſtom, amongſt his other good the 
Works, every Chriſtmaſs-day, to inMelizion 
vite a Woman with a ſuckling Child fuffe 
and an elderly Man to dine wit d holc 
him, for the Love he bore to 7Je/uMre thi 
Mary and Fofeph. This was lofffflee I. 
pleaſing to God, that he had this evid 
Comfort and Joy to behold on hythis C 
Death-bed the divine Gueſts, wu courſe 
were perſonated by thoſe he enter pow 
' tained 3 and as he was departinherate 
this World, they gave him th un! 
tranſporting Invitation to Paradiſe Wen, lik 
Friend, you have every Tear invited fl and 
to a Feaſt in your Houſe, nom cn E. 
and we will receive you to our FHH 
V e 5. Ma 


— A AAA EE Aon ans 


—_—_—— . Rd 


and Wh into the awelling Place of the bleſ- 
is i there to reign with us, and them, 
.. «ll ſorts of Contentment, as long 
give « happy Eternity ſhall laſh, Oh! 
poorfW/hat Comfort for ſuch ſmall] Mat- 
nour r, to receive 4 hundred fold, and 
ret, erna Life. (a) 985 19 85 

how St. Joſeph reveal'd himſelf a De- 
nouFtion very acceptable to him, af- 


r the following Manner. Two 
ligious of St. Fraucis's Order hav- 


bild fuffer'd Shipwrack, they happil 
wit hold of a large Plank, whicl 
JejugWre them up, they were tofs'd 
s free Days and three Nights in 
| ths evident Danger of ſinking, and 
1 hig this ſtarving Diſtreſs, they had 
whoWcourſe to St. Joſeph, petitioning 


powerful Aſſiſtance, in their 
herate Circumſtances. The Saint, 
unknown, ſhew'd himſelf to 
Mm, like 4 young Man of beauti- 


courag'd 


—— wy 


t)S. Mat. ge 29. 
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94 How to honoar S. Joſeph, H. 
couraged them not to deſpond, be 
as a skilful Pilot conducted M uda! 
ſafe to a ſecure Harbour. At U the C 
landing, they humbly crav'd . noſt 
Name of their Deliverer, that ..! 
might perſonally acknowledge Meld! 
ſingular Favour? He told them [dert: 
Name was Joſeph, and recommend Ape: 
ed to them the daily Recital of" an 
ven Our Father's, and as many AM Vilt 
Marys, in Memory of his ul 801 
Griefs, and ſeven Joys which he an 

| lated to them, and having faded N 
he diſappear'd. The good Relig bear 
put the mention'd Devotion Kring 

| ſpeedy Execution, and likewiſe A. 
ditated on the Myſteries ſuggeſ er ot 
{Wi by him, who had ſecur'd them fr Joſeph, 
Wit Dangers of the Deep. Peter Min0ly 
; 1148 adds, that. St. Fo/eph had alt Won t: 
1] them, that he would ſuccour ot onfurm 
in Neceſſity, and particularly at W* bee! 

Hour of Death, provided the) eleſs 

ctis'd the ſame Devotion. * I 
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The holy Minim Gaſpar Bond had 
zdable Practice, at his going out 
the Convent, at his Return, and 
moſt of his Actions to call upon 
u, Mary and Joſeph, that they 
uid beſtow a Bleſſing upon his 
ndertakings. On his Death-bed 
experienc'd incredible Conſola- 
h and begg'd of the Aſſiſtants 
| Viſiters, that when they ſaw 


ly _ | 
el agonizing, they would repeat 
| he Wl an audible Voice, theſe three 
id ed Names. The laſt Words he 
eligi "card to articulate upon the 
on i ring of his Soul to God, were, 
I , Maria, Joſeph. Tis in the 


fer of many to honour the Name 
joſeph, by giving it to Children 
holy Baptiſm, or at the uſe of 
on taking it in the Sacrament 
Lonfirmation. Wicked Sorcerers 


e leſs Power over Infants that 


all 


e been forc'd to own, that they 


his Name. *Tis matter of Fact 
ta Perſon of Quality, having loſt 


wy "How fo {as 8. . Joſeph 


all his Children by Witchcraft, 
few Days after their Birth, . 
counſelPd by - one (who had t 
great an Inſight into that black a 
diabolical Art) to name his ne 
Son Joſeph; *twas done, and t 
Child liv'd to inherit his Fathe net! 
Eſtate and Honour. ones. 
The learned Gerſon obſerves, he 
ſuch who have loſt any thing tt 
much eſteem; having Recourſe | 
St. Foſeph, and performing for the l 
Devotions in his Honour, either ſona 
retrieve what is gone, or beat 
it with Patience and Reſignati 
are more favour'd in ſome ot 
kind. He brings a Proof of u. 
he aſſerts, how an Acquaintal 4 
of his, recover'd by theſe Men 5% 
what he had loſt of great Val that | 
Tis perhaps on this Account, t war 
anxious and ſcrupulous Perſons I "24 
plore his Aſſiſtance, to obtain ou S 
ineſtimable Treaſure of Serealt) 5a * 


Mind, and interiour Repoſe. M this f 
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Hew to haubur S. Joſeph. 97 
ho experiencd the Loſs of Jeſus, 
when remaining in the Temple of 
Hieruſalem, and the Grief it coſt 
him, doubtleſs will not be wanting 
to comfort his pious Clients in An- 
tity” and ' Aridities. Not to paſs 
over in Silence the Merits of the a- 
bove'mentioned John Gerſon, Know, 
that 'tis he who being the zealous 
and eminently learned Chancellor of 
the Univerſity at Paris, was ſo paſ= {|| 
ſonate a Lover and Admirer of 
dur Patriarch, that he compos'd a || 
Book in his Honour, intituled Fofes || 
phin, and in all his eloquent Ser- 
mons he never omitted to mention | 
his Praiſes. He maintains, that ne 
wasfanQtify'd in his Mother's Womb, 
that he had alſo abſolute Command 
over ſenſuality, that he was con- 
firm'd in Grace, that he aroſe with 

our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, that, except 


ain Kat N Ng | 
nity the bleſſed Virgin, no Saint is great- 
e. ter in Heaven. I could not omit 


this ſhort Digreſſion, Gerſon having 


98 How to hanuqur S. Joſeph. 
been ſelected, as one a the chief 
| Panegyriſts of St. Jofeph | 
Some in Reſpect to St. Foſeph ins 
vocate Saints who bore his Name, 
wiz. St. Joſeph Son to the Samaritan 
Woman, that gave Water. to; our 
bleſſed Redeemer at the Well of 
Jacob; (a) his Feaſt is celebrated 
according to Barronius's Martyro- 
loge, on the twentieth of March, 
ſuffering then Martyrdom with his 
Mother and Brother. Victor. St. Ji: 
ſeph the Juſt, a. Title given him by 
the Holy Ghoſt. (b) He was one of 
the ſeventy two Diſciples, and the 
Apoſtles had ſo. great an Opinion 
of his Sanctity, that they nam'd him 
with St. Mathias to be ſubſt ituted in 
the Traytor Judass Apoſtle- ſbip 
The Records of Alexandria place 
him afterwards. the Biſhop of Hie 
ruſalem. The noble Centurion S. Jor 


jon of Arimathea, ſeems to claim 
N 0 G from 
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Great Britain particular Veneration - 


This worthy Diſciple of Chriſt diſ- 


charg'd his Duty in time of great- 
eſt Danger, when the very Apoſtles 
abſconded; at that. time animated 


by. the dolorous Mother, he entred 


boldly into Pilate's Preſence, not 
regarding his being cenſur'd an E- 
nemy to the State, begg'd the Body, 
embalm'd it, and had the honour 


to depoſite the ſame in a Sepulchre 
prepar'd for himſelf. He ſupply'd, 


(as I may ſay) the Place of our great 
Patriarch, the one provided for Fe- 
ſw living, the other took Care of 
Jeſus dead upon the Croſs, and for 
his Interment. He came afterwards 
to preach the Goſpel in our Iſland, 
and found ed our firſt Primitive Mo- 
naſtery of Glaſtenbury. | 

A Religious Man of Montferat, 
was us'd to meditate frequently 
pon St. Joſeph's Journey into Egypt, 
how he had afforded all Manner of 
Services to his God and to his chaſt 
G 2 Spouſe, 


Spouſe. He inter mix'd repeated 
Thanks to the princely Patriarch, 


for what he had done upon all Oc- 


caſions, for his dear Redeemer, and 
the Virgin Mother his ſpecial Ad- 
vocate. It ſo fell out, that on a time 
being at ſome Diſtance from his Mo- 
naſtery, and returning home he 
miſtook the Road, and wandred up 
and down, and round a Mountain, 
ſo loag, that he gave himſelf for 
loſt, he was not without Apprehen- 
ſions of a violent Death from ſa— 
vage Beaſts, which often ſhew'd 
themſelves in that Place, or pe- 


riſhing by contagious 'Fogs. The 


Solitude of the Night encreas'd the 
Horror, and no means to eſcape 
appeared, but to implore Heaven. 
He therefore recommended himſelf 
in the moſt fervent manner to St. Jo- 
ſeph's Protection · No ſooner had he 
done this, but he found the good 
Effect of his Prayer. He immedi- 


ately met a grave Man ö 7 
19 $, 
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How to honour S. Joſeph. 101 


ted Wag, upon which ſat a Woman with 
ch, lin Infant in her Arms; this happy 
oe Encounter was entertained with a 
an 


vonder fu! Comfort and Joy, which 
vas conſiderably augmented , 
when asking the Way ? he who led 


Lo- Ide Aſs offer'd to be his Guide, and 
be did him follow. As they went to- 
up Wecther, the whole Diſcourſe was of 
al, God, and the Religious never found 


is Affections 10 charm'd, even in 
tine of ferverous Prayer. Entring 
the Village, where the Monaſtery 
ood, they all three diſappear'd, 
ahich gave Aſſurance that St. Foſeph 


ger. So acceptable it was to medi- 
ate on ſome Paſſage of his Life, 
and to thank him for the Care he 
took, and Pains he underwent for 
Him, whom we adore in Heaven, 
and upon our Altars. 

There are ſeveral other Ways 
of honouring him, as to ſay the 
beads,” to wear Rings with his 
CCR. | Name 


fad deliver'd him from the Dan- 
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Name engrav'd, as ſome did zi conte 
Lyons in the time of the Peſtilence ver 

and not one of that Number werd equa 
touch'd with the Contagion ; other Cont 
have on their Rin gs, Jeſus, Maria Toil 
Joſeph. But he is chiefly honour ting, 
(as is above ſaid) by honouring God Cd 
in the Imitation of his Vertues. Th make 
pious Reader may pick up what i and 

moſt proper for his State. I men diſple 
tion one Vertue, becauſe the bleſſeſtrary 
Virgin was pleas'd to reveal our ſ- 
St. Brigit, that it had merited a pa fower 
ticular Crown of Glory to Sf. 7% hap 
It was an uninterrupted. Series as wa 
Acts of Conformity to the divinfthat v 
Pleaſure. In this he took ſo greaibcliey 
Satisfaction, that it was his frequenlaſting 
Aſpiration, Ob ! that I may live (a)i HAdver 
fee the Will of God fulfill d. W hethWuch m 
he ſaw his Saviour in the MangerWnent « 
or was oblig'd to withdraw 1tQQMale-c 
Egypt, whatever happen'd did nofAltho? 
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How to honoar S. Joſeph. 103 
contriſtate this juſt Man, (a) he ne- 
ver chang'd Countenance, but was 
equal in the Inequality of human 
Contingencies... We may without 
Toil imitate the Patriarch by deſi- 
ting, only to live, to fulfill the Will of 
60 — Neceſlary Reſignation will 
make us eaſie in all Contrarieties 
and Diſappointments. Tis both 
diſpleaſing to our Maker, and con- 
trary to right Reaſon to fret and vex 
our ſelves, at what is not in our 
Power to prevent. It alſo frequent- 
ly happens how that what we lament 
as wanting is more beneficial than 
that we pray'd to obtain. A true 
Believer muſt walk towards ever- 


aſting Bliſs, betwixt Proſperity and 
Adverſity, with a Contempt of both. 


uch men as cenſure God's Govern- 
ent of the World, are not only 


Male-contents, but open Rebels. 


iltho* they mutter and murmur, 
- it 


3 — — — A 


nnn. 1 * 2 


— 
(a) Proverb, 12. 21. 5 8 
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it makes no Alteration in divine 7 . 
Decrees, For his Councel ſtands, and Cori 
his whole Will is juſtifyed. (a) The Al. _ 
mighty is a moſt tender Father, and his b 
an unerring Maſter, he takes Care > 
of every Hair of our Heads (b) and lng BI 
provides better for us than we could 1 g 
do for our ſelves, beſtowing tem- Fs 


poral Bleſſings or ſalutary Scourge, 
according to what conduces to the 
Improvement of his Servants, who 
like Royal David, bleſs the Lord in al 
times, his Praiſe is always in ther 
Mouths, Whether they are upo 
Mount Thabor, or Mount Calvary 
they would not change their Poſts, 
becauſe God has placed them there 
This perfe& Conformity goes Hand 
in Hand with conſtant Joy, for 
the Throng of human — a no mor 
tal is more happy than he, who it 


what he would be. (d) Such Soul 
. 5 5 1 


Crete 963 


(a) Iſaiæ 46. 10. (b) Math. 10. 30. (c) 7 
33+ 2. (d) Salvian. L. 1: de Provident. 
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How to honour S. Joſeph. 105 
as reſolve ſeriouſly to enter after 
Chriſt into Glory, muſt ſuffer with 
him and humbly. beg to partake of 
his divine Appointments, and never 
toabandon him, even when ſweat- 
ing Blood in the Garden, and pray- 
ing to his Heavenly Father, not as 
but as thou wilt (a) have it. 
Other particular Vertues of 
it, Joſeph, may be taken Notice of, 
in the eight Meditations of his 
Lifez they need no Orator to com- 
mend them, no more than a Jewel 
of ineſtimable Value, a Foil to ſet it 
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7 4 him for 4 band 


Spouſe of the Virgin Mo- 
ther of 60D; ; moſt glorious Ad- 
vocate of all Pick as are in 

Danger, or in their laſt Agony; 

and moſt faithful Protector o 

all -the Servants of MART your 

deareſt Spouſe : IN. N. in the 
H Fre- 


\ Holy JOSEPH! Virgin- 
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| — - An Oblation 
| Preſence of JESUS and MART. 
do from this Moment GR 


_ chooſe 
you for my Lord and Maſter, 
tor my powertul Patron and Ad. 
vocate, for the obtaining a moſt 
happy Death : And I firfaly re. 
ſolve and purpoſe, never to for. 
ſake you; and never to ſay or do, 
nor even to ſuffer any under my 
Charge to ſay or do, any thing 
againſt your Honour; receive 
me therefore for your perpetual 
Servant, and recommend 'me to 
the conſtant Protection of MART 
your deareſt Spouſe, and to the 
| everlaſting Mercies of JESUS 
my Saviour: Aſſiſt me in all the 
i. Actions of my whole Life, al 
ww which I now offer to the greater 
and everlaſting Glory of FESUS 
and MARY; as well as to your 
own. Never therefore forſake 
2 > | 4 4 Me, 
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and at the Hour of my Death, 


10 St. Joſeph. 111 
me, and whatſoever Grace you 
ſee moft neceſſary and profitable 
to me, obtain it for me now, 


to which I now invite you, 
againſt the uncertain Hour in 
which it ſhall happen, than 
whatſoever at this preſent, and 
on my Death-bed, I cannot of 
my, ſelf obtain, may by your 
gracious -. Interceſſion be be- 
ſtow'd upon me, by the God of 
my Soul our Lord Jeſus Chriss, 
8 together with the. Father, 
5. 1 ? 


Ex Man, Tyrnavien. ' 


= N . 4 

1 N 1 
2 ; | 

: 8 x 

A is " : 


E AE NAA AGE) IRE ATI Wn s «vo 


iP 
F  -- 
114 
| EL | 
8 7 + 
„ : 1 
2 J xbþ 
1 Ta 2 » 
. Ws : 
= | | : * 
i J 
1 1 8 
4 4 
i : * 
E 


* 1 . * p * * 
© : 0 
1 3 " v.. 1 I 
„ 
1 ; ey 
1 $ £ } * Fo * 
* * 
* 6 » 5 4 1 
A 
* 4 * - — 


o 5 „ — 
4 3 , = as. 6 0 2 
0 1 4 7 
* . 
* 
3 


O F 


* 
" 4 4 
4 ec py » 
; 
1 J - . 
WH , 3 
FT. N 
» 
+ g 
2 4 * * , o * * 
5 4 4 89 ky 5 * + . 
0 * 8 1 q : N 
7 * 1 * N 2 * 
12 y + 7 - % * 5 
Fu. - 
—_ - * 
: 
7 * * 
* * 4 * 
+ Wl 7 * 0 
4's 
* * Y 
d 92 4 5 
F 7 
2 ö : , 
"; . WS. - 
7 : « 
4 1 : j 
A 
1 1 " 
0 * * 


1 
” 


« 2 


K 7 1 * 7 B > F 7. : * T 


© ne Mattins. 


n,. Ma, Joins 


V. Lord, open my Lips, 
R. And my Mouth ſhall 
declare thy Praiſe. 
F. O God incline unto 8 
1 


S. Joſeph. 113 | 

R. 0 Lord malte haſt —_— | 
me. & 2 
27 Glory be to the 1 * ; 
and to the. Son, and to the Ho- | 
ly Ghoſt. „ 
R. As it was in the Beginning 

5 is now, and ever ſhall be, World 
without End. Amen. Alleluja. 


Tube TD. ra 7 5 
00 SEP H, the Son of Davids 4 
Was eſteem d, 
" Father of Jeſs who the World 


Ls =: 


Redeem'd. 
The Virgin he eſpous'd, 
In Heart conjoyn'd, nuY 
And Guardian was of both | 
By Heaven aſſign'd. 
Antiphon. All Hail Honour of 
thee Patriarchs, Steward of the | 
boly Church of God, who did'ſt 
= con- 


—— m 


ie The Offte of 
1! conſerve) the Bread of Life, and 
the Wheat of the Elec. 
0 holy Joſeph, Pray for us. 
R. That we may be made 
Wi worthy of the Promiſes of | 


ee 


A Slit us O Lord, we beſeech 

thee, by the Merits of the 
Spouſe of thy holy Mother, that 
what of our ſelves We canndt 
obtain, may be given us by his 
Wil Intercefſion. Who liveſt and 
reigneſt with God the Father, in 
Will Unity of the Holy Ghoſt, World 
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J ej * Mary, Joſepb. 


og incline unto A 
„ich d 
R 0 Lord 7 8 haſt to help | 
me. 1 | J. | 
J. Glory be to the Father, &c. || 
Aleluja. \ | 


V. 
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Hen thou the 0s F 

With Child perceive, 

. Perplext i in Thought thou her 

deſign'dit . | 

But in thy Sleep an Angel 
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. 15 God inline u unto l 
* 1 
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8 H Y Foes being dead, thou 
1 mad'ſt no longer tay; 
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Mother and Child, Heaven thi | 
Advice did give, 
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humble live. 1 
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Happy Man, to be | 
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Chriſt and the Virgin in Deal 0 th 
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That ſo thou migbeft thy courFhat b 
directly bend, obta 
To Labs having made: a god, layili 
End. 3 Eter. 
Antiphon. All Hail, ' Hoo 


ieee 


V. O holy Joſeph, pray for ul 
R. That we may be mac 
Sy of the — 0 


. 5 
The Proyo + 


Sat us, O Lord, we b 
ſeech thee, | * as bp | 
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£7 have addreſt, f 

me | thee, Saint Joſeph from a 
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od ay live with hes, in Heaven 
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Ord have Mercy on us. Int . 
Chriſt have Mercy on M. 
Lord have Mercy on us. 
Chriſt hear us. 
Chriſt graciouſly hear us. 
O God the Father Creator Int 
the World, Have Mercy fo 
us. 
O God the Son Redeemer. 
Mankind, Have Mercy 


Us. 


The Litany of, &. 129 
God the Holy Ghoſt, per- 
fefter of the Elect, Have 
Mercy on us. 

Secred Trinity, three Perſons 
and one God, Have Merry, 
on us.. . DIL 
ly Mary Queen of the 
\ Ewhole World. 

nt Joſe ph, Spouſe of the "= 

Bleffed Virgin. 
Int Joſeph, ſanctify d be- 
ſore Birth. 1 
nt Joſeph priviledg'd and * 


eren 
y 2 * 

L.A 
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on Mpreler vd from all 2 — 
al Sin. {I 
Int Joſeph, confirm'd in E 
lc race. 5 : 
0 nt Joſeph, Honour of the 5 
„ Fatriarchs. 2 
ns” Foſeph ,  repleniſh'd 2 


ith unſpeakable Bene- 
litions. 
5 Saint 


8. Fh Littau 
Lan ente repaedd Father | 
| 30 Jeſus-. 44 | 

Saint Joſeph, abounding be! 
„ With all, the Gitts: of the J leav 


Holy Choſt. 9. 
Shint Joſeph, 2 on adored 0 a 
Jeſus in the Crib. Featec 
Saint Joſeph, an Angelical "Wot 5 
Man. 10 81 era. 


Saint Joſepb, who by the he V 
Admonition of thy good Farad 
Angel, preſerved'ſt Chriſt. 

from the Fury of any 
10. It Jo, 

Saint Joſe 2h, "who (as 4 Monte: 
Principality of the firſt t Jo 
"Hierarchy of Angels) 
didſt govern Chriſt. % 

Saint Joſeph, who as a ver- ingeli 
tue, wert a 1 e £0 Ant Jo / 
9 1 rf t 

Saint Liml 
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Of $.-Joſeph: 


li; Wnt Joſeph, Greater than 182 
; | 
he Daminations, Whom 
be King and Queen Of3þi52 
e- 1 WHeaven obey d. 
. Joſeph, in whoſe Arms 4 

d ad Boſom Chriſt was 
I eted as in a Throne. 
e Joſeph , Who as 7 4 
I erabin, had'ſt care of 4; 
c Ide Virgin of the ttue TE 
d 5 paradiſe. 5 3 210 © TR | 
r Joſeph, a Seraphical, 7K 
ee | an. 489 
t Joſeph, a moſt: high! 16.7 
4 ontemplative Soul. 

it t Joſeph who diedſt in C 
%s Arm. 
9% h, who didft hear Five! 
r- [Wogelical Muſick. hi 
to at Jo/eph , Frocurfor _ 
„to the Holy Fathers 

nt Limbo. | 


Saint 
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130 The Litanxx 
Saint Joſeph, who aroſe with 
Chriſt from the Dead. 
Saint Joſeph, wlio in Body 
and Mind, did enjoy pe. 

| la gifts of Glory. 

Saint Foſeph, Our dear Fa- | 
tron, and Defender. 

Lan b of God that takeſt a 
the Sins of the World, f 

ond, 2 

Lamb of God, that takelh i 
the Sins of the World, | 

. 

Lamb of God, that takeft a al 
the Sins of the NENT] 
mercy upo a ud... 

O Lord 8 my Prayer: 

And let my Supplcarcn cl 
8 tics, A419; 
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gn thee fit to be Jeſo 

The Husband of a moſt Þ 
Bride; f 10 

To Roy al David both ally Hov 
Hail Guardian of Goch im 

„Harth, The t. 
Fore told of his ſtupenſ ind e 
Birth. Wo fil 

And other Heavenly 8. 
known | 1a 
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t to thy ſelf and Spouſe alone. 

How often did thy happyArms 

cure that Sacred Bade from 
Harms; 
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When with him, and thy 
Virgin-Wife, 
end to fly, to fave His 
= > BR 
ich what unſpeakable delight 
125 thou enjoy the e 
ght, 
Dr chy Redeemer, whoſe bright 
leſy Eyes, 
joſt Did LIE: out-ſhine che Sun's up- 
riſe! 
ally How many times didſt thou 
od. imbrace 
The tender giver of all Grace, 
pen ind didſt as often fix a Kiſs, _ 
Wo fill the meaſure of thy Biſs ? 
gel To whom did God ſuch 1055 | 


paß, 


134 The nn 
As to thine own, and Spouſes Ar 
Heart? | 
Which did ſtrange Comforts en · ¶ Di 

ter tain, 1 

When Teſus loſt, was found a 


gain. 


Moſt happy was thy Houſe, to 


be 
The Paradiſe, in which the Tree A, 
Of Life did Proper, when tha 7 
ground, We 
Where that firſt grew, could no An 
be found. | D 
How ſweetned was thy daily Gow 
Pains, B. 


While Jeſus lived on thy gains Cou 
Whereby the Food thar yee diq vi 

Eat, | Tha 
Became all Sanctified Meat. 1E 
Wich thee he frequently dic 
Walk, ho 
Calling thee Facer in his a e 
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o⸗ S. Joſeph. _ 
uſes} And by his charming ſweet Dif- 
courſe, 
sen · ¶ Did Sorrows from thy Heart Di- 
vorce. 
No Inſtruments, however 
Strung, FE 
Ere ſounded like our Saviour's 
Tongue; | 
Which thou heard'ſt hourly ! 
Happy then 
Wert thou above the reſt of Men. 
And when, in age, reſiſtleſs 
„Death, 
dailfcave ſummons to thy lire 
= Breath, © 
Jains oy thou more happines, de- 
viſe, 
Iban to have 2 cloſe chins 
„ Eyes? . 
ly U Great is thy glory fure above; 
hom Crit did” ſo n 
5 * love, 


q 
1 'B 
| | 
3 7 f $3 Þ 
p | 111 
4 1 
* 1 i} 3377 
4 3 1 
2 8 20,5 60 þ } 
5 ES. : 
? * d ; : "n+ 
ney Th 
4 if 6 


—ͤ— — — 
a _— — 

- , — x Depth ped — — EET — 
— — — > — — — — 
— —— — — — — 

— 2 _ = DIETS 
— — ry 


* — —— — _ — 14 —— — — 
— — ren — —— — x 
— — — 2 r - — — * 
— — * © _—— "IT — — — 
2 p — * — — = 
—_ — 24 Ye . . 5 — — 
— n 1 2 
— ET — > if Is; WII 


1 
- 


/ 
? 


That ſerve our Lord we ever 


| choſe him for thy Nurſing-Fa- 


As on thy Perſon to beſtow; * + 
Such Priviledges here below. . 
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Then let us all, 8 with one con- 
ſent, 8 o 
Beſeech Saint Joſeph to preſent, 
Our wants to God ; and for us 
8 | 


The P her. 


Mnipotent and Merciful 
Lord Jeſus who did'ft pro- 

vide Saint Joſeph , the juſt, Son 
of David, for Spouſe of Bleſſed 
Mary, thy Virgin-Mother, and 


ther : Grant, we beſeech thee, 
that by his Prayers and Merits, 
thy Church may enjoy a perfed 
Peace, and ſo arrive at the con 
= „% Jomne 
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rciful 
t pro- 
„Son 
leſſed 
„ and 
g-Fa- 
thee, 


{[erits,8- 


er fed 
Con 
latio 


Of S. Joſeph. - : 
ri 1 
vation of thy everlaſting VI - 
mn. Through the ſame Lord 
as, our nr, who with 
he | 378 and the Holy Ghoſt, 
veth and reigneth 

yer and — Amen. _—_ for 


St. 70SEPAH. cſus, 


cal, 


ON the gr reat dende w V. 

recite the following Prone rh. 

which the Holy Church makey 
uſe of in his Divine Office. 


The Pra yer. 


LS ſt us O Lord, we beſeech th: 
*- by the Merits 'of the Spouſe i 
thy mk Holy Mother, that what, 
our ſelves we cannot obtain, n 
be given us by his i” 


{ 


* N 


FP 
o liveſt and reigneſt with God 

Father, in the unity of the Ho- 
0h, World without end. Amen. 


1 8 pon, the leſſer Beads, you ſay, 


1/0 ST glorious Patriarch &. 

Joſeph, Foſter Father of 
eſus, and Spouſe of the ever Im- 
uculate Mother of God. Pray 
, yol” nom, and at the hour of our 
rayelſ9s'. Amen, : 
nake f 
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SEVEN 


PRAYERY 


In honour of the Seven Dolours M i 
Seven Jan of St. ok 


ward 
"rd ; 
ither 
d rei; 
It Enc 


nan 


The Fir Dolour. 


The Tormenting Thoughts, of fo 
faking his oye with Child 


| The firſt Foy. 

ö > The conifortable- Meſſage of t Joſef 
[ | Angel, Joſeph Son of David, Fering 
| N niuot fear to take Mary for ry Wil ad ſo 
[ 


_ The Prayer. 
E - Chaſt Joſepb! 1 moſt hun 
petition * this ier and! 


: 


— 


y, that you'll make Supplication 
r my being preſerv'd in unalte- 
ble Purity of Soul, and Body, 
at I may overcome all Tempta- 
ons and Perplexities, curb my 


j concurring with divine Inſpira- 
ons, deſerve the favourable Aſſi- 
ance of my good Angel, in directing 
e to the Performance of my Duty 
wards God and Man. Thro' our 
rd Jeſus Chriſt, who with the 
ther and the Holy Ghoſt liveſt 


t End. Amen. | 
| © The Second Dolour. | 
Joſeph's beholdin g little Jeſus ſhi- 


vid vering with Cold in the Manger, 
1 and ſo miſerably accommodated. 


14 | The ſeven Doloars, c. 141 


nſuring others, and that I may, 
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d reigneſt, one God World with- 


— 


142 The ſeven Dotoars end 


ö joy 

4 The Second 75 4 rl 

5 '# If, 

5 - His eg the Angelical wing C 

J The Adorations of the Shepher 

| and the three Kings pg d 

h fore the Infant God. = 

| Joſep 

} The Prager. | is ſac 

i Fe. FE £ ircul 

N ompal onate St. Joſeph, 1 mo 

. humbly petition by this Gr. 

| and this Joy, that you'll make late 

| ceſſion for me, that my frozen Heaſ$ pror 
= - may become a fervent Receptacle d ſa 

my dear Redeemer in the adoraie ete 


i | Sacrament of the Altar, and my pole Ar 
x Soul a permanent dwelling Place. 

| the Holy Ghoſt. 1 now freely of 
my) Memory, Will and Underſtani 
j ing to be govern'd by divine Pri 
|  vidence, beſeeching God by yo 
4 Merits, that I may adore him 
/ faithfully on Earth) as to deſerve 


ſing eternally with the bleſſed a 
l 


% 


Joys of S. Joſeph.” 143 
joyful Canticle, Glory be to God 
high, Thro' our Lord, Felm 


Iſs 


Our Father. Hail ay. 
The Third Delor. 


ple s beholding Chriſt to ſhed 
i ſacred Blood ſo early in the 
ircumciſion. 55 


I mo | 

Gti The Third Toy. . 

late 

Hes pronouncing the 888 acred 

tacle nd ſaving Name of JESUS, as 

lorabWhc eternal Father had order'd by 

ny poſte Angel. 

Place 

ly 0 The Praycr. 

ſtand 

ne Pr ay Joſeph my potent Patron ! 1 

y you humbly ' petition by this 

him if and by this Joy, that you'll 
e Interceſſion for me, that I may 


Tears of perfect Contrition, for 
being 


144 The ſeven Dolours and 


being the Occaſion of my dear | 
deemer's ſheding his moſt preci 
Blood; that if call'd to a Tryal | 
his ſake, I may chearfully offer 


my Life to him who gave it. 1 : 
rejoyce that my Jeſus was pleas 


bleed at that tender Age, to ranſ: 
me and all Mankind from Ever 
ſting Perdition. I likewiſe beg ti 
the ſaving Name of Jeſus, may be 
deeply imprinted in my Heart: 
Memory, as never to think, ſay; 
do any thing againſt God's 
nour. Thro' the ſame Lord 
Chriſt, &c. 
Dur Father. Hail Mary. 


The Four th Dolour. the E 


1 
by t 
may 
the? 
Nei 


The Words of Simeon on the Di; 
the Purification, that a Sword ſv 
pierce the bleſſed Virgins Heart, 


he Fourth Joy. 


What Simeon ſaid, that Chriſt would 
be a Light to the Geatils, the 


of many. 
CVVT 

33 Joſeph ? Comforter of the Af- 

1) flited; I moſt humbly petition, 

by this Grief and this Joy, that I 


the Sorrows and Misfortunes of my 
Neighbour, that I may partake fully 
of the Dolours and Merits of the 
bleſſed Virgin, ſtanding under the 


heavy Croſs of her bleeding Son, to 


the End my Saviour may be a clear 


je Da) 
ord Il 
t. 


Way by a holy Life, towards the 
beatifical Viſion of my God, and a 


ame Lord Jeſus Chriſt, &c. | 
Our Father. Hail Mary. 
K | 


On 


12 
* 
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Glory of Hrael and Reſurrection 


may be tender and compaſſionate in 


Light to me in walking the narrow MW! 


glorious Reſurrection. Thro' the 


— 


The 


x46 The ſeven Dolours, and 


The Fifth Delour, 


Gifs Flight into Egypt, occaſion'd 
3 en Herod. 


The Fifth Joy. 


The falling down of Egyptian Idols, 
at the Approach of the Sen of 
Gl. 


The Prayer. 


FOly st. Joſeph! perfectly re- The 
ſign'd to Almighty God's Fa- 
77 Appointments and Permiſſi- | *1g 


ons; [moſt humbly petition by this 


Grief and this Joy, that I may wil⸗ 
lingly ſubmit and chearfully conform 


to whatever Croſſes or Contrarieties 
Order 


divine Wiſdom and infiniteGoodneſs 
ſee expedient for me, that I may be 87 
as equally thankful in the ſharpeſt} is | 


et, as in flouriſhing Proſpe- 
„„ 


8 
* * 


— 


Jojs of St. Joſeph. 
rity. That I may, by your Interceſ- 
ſion experience the unſpeakable Joy 
of trampling on and keeping under 
Foot the deform'd Idols of inordi- 
nate Paſſions and vain ſordid Plea- 
ſures, ſo much courted and ador'd 
by the vicious World. Thro' our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, &c. 

. Our Fathe er. Hail Mary. 


7 


The Geer Detour. 


The Fear St.Foſeph had at bis © coming 
from Egype beanog that e 
reiga d. 14 


vr 4 | The Sixth 2 
orders from Heaven by 4 an Ag 


ms 
To return Home with Jeſes and _ my 


his — 32 Mother, — 


wit} 
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The Prayer. 


I/ une St. Joſeph ! careful Gar- 
= dian of Jeſus and Mary, look ; 
| down from Heaven upon a poor St. 
Client ſurrounded with many Dau-  Y 
gers of falling into Sin, and droping MW # 
into Hell. I moſt humbly petition 
by this Grief and this Joy, that you"! 
intercede for me, that I may not fear 
any thing but offending my good I 
God. Protect me from the Tyranny I His 
of infernal Powers, and beg by the ſl in 
Paſſion of Chriſt, that he'll compaſſ- W 
' onate my Infirmity, and enable me 
with his Grace to walk cautiouſly 
betwixt Love and Fear, thro” the 
dangerous Egypt of this uncertain 
Life, ſo as to enter joyfully the bleſ- 
ſed Land of Promiſe, never ending 
„ 


> 


Joys of St. Joſeph. ".. wa 
22 Thro our Lord eſs 
dee Fither, Hail Mary. 


The Seventh Dolour. 


Gar- 

look . 55 3 

poor iſ St. Joſeph's looking Jeſus at twelve 

Dan- WY Vears of Age, when returning from 

ping Hieruſalem. 

1tion | 

7001] 1 

fear The Seventh Foy. 

good To : -F Tl | i | | i ; [ 
anny His finding Jeſus in the Temple, fit- ||| . 
the ing amongſt the Doctors, WwWoo 
paſſi· ¶ were aſtogiſh'd at his Wiſdom. 

le _ g N 

ouſly +24 

the: The Prayer. 

ran: 17 ; CE 

bleſ⸗ * Joſeph, my powerful Advo- 

ding cate, who in the loſing and find- 

Hap - ing of Jeſus, experiencd the two 


3  - Mb 


. : . 1 


150 The fewer Dolour sand 
Extreams of intenfe Anguiſh and 
tranſporting Joy; I your unworthy 

Suppliant moſt humbly petition, 
that I may never loſe my God by 
mortal Sin, altho' it were to enjoy 
as many pleaſant Worlds .as Omni- 
potency can create. I now ſeri- 
-ouſly repent and will lament, during 
the Remainder of my Liſe, for ha- 
ving ſo frequently parted ukcon- 

cern'd with divine Grace. I having 
nothing worthy of Acceptance to 

atone for my Erimes and pay off 
my Debt. I offer the Merits of my 

Redeemer, which he has made my 

* own, and you glorious Fofter-Father 

of Jefus, offer me all the aforefaid 

Dolours and Joys, that by worthy 

Fruits of Penance I may ſeek my 

Creator ſorrowing, and after a happy 

Death, adore him in the Heavenly 

Hieruſalem,” there to eue had the 

EDt 5 : 10H S863 1,0-% 53 eart 
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Joys of S. Joſepn. 1 Fl 

Heart of Man has not conceiv'd. 

Thro' our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, &c. 
| 


Our Father. Hail Mary. 
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pon ſome Paſſages of the Life 


times. 
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MEDITATION LI. 


F the Sanctification, Birth and 
Name of Joſeph. 


The Preparatory Prayer. 


Beg humbly of God, that your 
emory, Underſtanding and Will 
ay be employ'd to his greater Ho- 
dur and Glory, in this mental 
layer. 1 


K 5 Firſt 
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MEDITATIONS 


of St. Joſeph, which may ſerve 
through his Octave, or at other 
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154  Meaitations on 


Firſt Prelude; 


' _  Imapin your ſelf at Nas aret hj at the 

Birth of St. Jeſeph, and ponder the 
Difference, wherewith Men and 
bleſſed” Spirits regarded this Royal 
Infant. 


Second Prelude. 


Beg Light to ſee the Vanity of 
the World, and Grace to deſpiſt 
br I. 


POINT I: 


Conſider. Eh St. Joſeph, was ſan- 
1 Kify'd in his Mother 
Womb. Gerſon Serm. de nativit Virg 
habito in Concilio ConsFantienſi, Et 3 
Part. Alphabet. 59. lib. 2. Officum 
Hieroſolymitanum. Jacobus de Valenti 
ſuper Magnificat) being deſign'd fo 
a higher Station than that of S. Jo" 
5 Baptil, 


St. Joſeph's Life. 255 
Japtiſt. or the Prophet Jeremy, who 
both were Saints before their Birth. 
Admire and love the Purity of this 

the MW holy Infant. His Soul was more 

theMcharming by ſanQifying Grace, than 
and all the celebrated Faces of the 

Ra World. We may truly ſay, Oh 

beautiful St. Joſeph! Many rejoiced 

in your Nativity, both Angels and 
expecting Souls in Limbo, you being 
born, who was to be the lawful Fa- 
her to the long promis d Adeſſias, 
pouſe to the Mother of God, Go- 
ernour of Jeſus, and Maſter of 
he ſacred Family, you appeared like 
clear dawning of the Day, uſhering 

1 the glorious Son of Juſtice. I 

ongratulate with you for your ear- 

y Sanctification, and 1 give thanks 

o my God for the Prerogatives 

leſign'd you from all Eternity. 1 

Wake Complacency, that yon are 

ais d ſo high above other Saints, 

nd *twill be a Satisfaction, if ſb 

Whenificant a Creature as my 

R 6 1 


ry of 
ſpiſe 


s {an- 
ther' 
V. irg 


166 — Meditationson © 
ſelf can any ways promote your 
Honour. 1 


POINT T7: Cant 


Conſider His noble Infant wa with 

- born in a poor littk 
Houſe, without ſuch diſtinguiſhing 
Marks of Grandeur, as are neve 
wanting at the Birth of Prince 
Reflect, that as the Heavens are {4 
exalted above the Earth, ſo are th 
"Thoughts and Ways of God differeat 
from thoſe of Men. 71/atas 55. Re 
belling Worms of the Earth, ſi 
under the Shade of triumphanl 
Laurels, altho? as vicious as blood 
Nero and ſavage Diocleſian, whill 
Fob the Idumean Prince, is ſcorn! 
upon the Dunghil, and Joſeph ti 
next Heir to the Scepter of Dav 
is not taken Notice on. After tl 
Manner the Almighty treats hy 
Choſen Favourites. The poor Ri 
Man, who was cloath'd in Sill 
155 | al 


Tur 


St. Joſeph's Life. 157 
your] and commanded in Purple, who 
feaſted ſplendidly every Day (St. 
Luke 16.) fiting under a ſtately 
Canopy, and ador'd by bis flat- 
tering Paraſites, was ſo intoxicated 
r wal with Pride, that he doted on his 
lite own Miſery, in that miſtaken flou- 
iſhinWriſhing State, he was odious to his 
neverÞ| Creator, contemptible to the An- 
incesWgels, and notwithſtanding his fune- 
ral Pomp, the Son of God, wrote 
bis dreadful Epitaph, Buried in Hell] 
whilſt the Rich Poor Man fainting 
at his Gate, for want of caſt away 
Crums, and pamper'd Dogs licking 
hanWhis Ulcers, was waited on by An- 
loodgels, to take his Place. amongſt 
i atriarchs, Prophets and Kings. O the 
beauty and Riches of holy Poverty!“ 
O the dangerous Circumſtances of 
noſe who receive more temporal 
avours than others, which will 
ender their Judgement more tet- 
ible for abus'd Bouaties. Lord open 
ny Eyes to ſee and contemn the 
| frothy 


1585 Meditations on 


frothy Pomp of the World. Give 
me a ſound Judgement to underva- 
lue my ſelf. Create a clean Heart 
in me, removing that which hitherto 
has been harden'd; by the Interceſ. 
ſion of St. Joſeph correct my tepid 
and ſtupid Thoughts, that I may pi- 
ty and pray for unfortunate Mor- 
tals, who look not forward to con- 
ſider, what it is to be buried in Hel, 
from whence there is no Redemp- 
tion or Return. | 


POINT II. 


HE Signification of the 


Conſider. 
Name of Joſeph, vir. 


encreaſe. No ſooner did he attain the 


Uſe of perfect Reaſon than he was 
inflam'd with the Love of God, and 
ſeeing St. Mary Magdalen de Pazu 
made a Vow of perpetual Virginity 
at ten Years of Age, probably our 
Angelical Patriarch offer'd this ine- 


ſtimable Treaſure, at a more early 
Hour. 


Hour 
In all 
tues, 
ſecon 
of Or 
Heavi 
confo! 
lookit 
my C 
have? 
in tut 
the V 
to ſtu 
ſteem 
fing 
Tears 
ing ſe 
penite 
the e 
Comp 
ready 
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ive MW Hour. He encreas'd ſo fervorouſly 
va-· Nin al manner of other heroical 252 
eart I tues, as to deſerve afterwards the 
erto I ſecond Throne (as many Doctors are 
ceſ. Hof Opinion) of all ſaved Souls in 
epid Heaven. Holy God! I bluſh and am 
/ Pl- Nconfounded in your pure Preſence, 
Tor- looking back on the black Sins of 
con- ny depraved Youth. I own to 
Hel have abus'd the firſt Rays of Reaſon, 
mp · Nin turning into the broad Way of 
the World, my firſt Leſſons were 
to ſtudy my sa tisfactions to be e- 
ſteem'd, and I run mad after the er- 
ting Multitude. As I encreas'd in 
fears my Crimes encreas'd, now be- 
ing ſenſible of all worldly Folly, I 
a the penitently return. Receive me at 
was Wthe eleventh Hour, you, who had 
and Compaſſion of the good Thief, when 


1 Rady to expire upon the Croſs. 
ini 


Our | 

s ine- | Th. 
early | | 

Hour. 


f the 


ix. 


160 Meditat ions on 


the Character of true Wiſdom, and 


The Colloquy. 


Leſſed Saint. Joſeph, ſanQify' 

in your Mother's Womb, and 
born with the Joy of Men and An- 
gels, make powerful Interceſſion for 
me, that my plous Reſolutions may 
not prove abortive. That I may be 
born to an interiour and ſpiritual 
Life. That I may have ſuch an En- 
creaſe of Sanctity, ſuch an ardent Ima 
Love for Purity, ſuch abjetThoughtsMyqin | 


of my own Vileneſs, ſo clear aſſercic 


Light to view worldly Greatneſs, 
which is Vanity of Vanities, as to un- 
dervalue all things which deſerve not 


Heavenly Vertue. Thro' our Lord Bep « 
Jeſus Chriſt. oa, ho 


fe, y 
ion. 


MED! 


MEDITATION II. 


ify'd | | 
| * Of the humble Calling of St. Joſeph. . 
An- f | 

n for he Preparatory Prayer, as in the for- 


may 
y be 
1tual 
En- 
dent 
1ghts 
ar 4 
nels, 
o un- 
e not 
and 
Lord 


mer Meditation. 
Firſt Prelude 


Imagin your ſelf at Nazareth, be- 
olding St. Joſeph a comely Youth, 
xerciſing the laborious Trade of a 
arpenter. 


Second Prelude. 


Beg of Almighty God to inſtru 
, how in your preſent State of 
fe, you may attain true Per- 
ion. 


Dy POINT 
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Conſider L TOW Divine Providence 
of Royal Extraction ſhould be train'( 


| penter. 1. Not only for his perſ{ 
nal Maintenance, but that this con 


Pattern to Men living in the World 


porting the Son of God and his lu 
maculate Mother. My Soul! upol 
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POINT L 


order'd, that St. Joſep 
up in the humble Exerciſe of a Carl 


temptible Calling, might balance 
the future Dignities, that were ti 
be conferr'd upon him, and to 1c 
ſemble the humble Life of the Me: 
fias. 2. That he might decline 
Idleneſs, ſo dangerous to his vowd 
Chaſtity. 3. That he might be: 


how they might be much in God" 


"Favour. 4 That by the Labour j th 


his Hands he might be enabled 
to beſtow the nobleſt Charity in ſuf 


all Occaſions rejoyce in divine Ap: 


Polntments, and take full nog 
t hat 


N Jofeplys Life. 163 
that ſolid Perfection is not confin'd 
to the ſolitary Cells of Nitria. An 
regarded Artiſan has taken Place 
u Glory, of all the rigid Ancho- 
1. Whoever ſerves his God 
yors faithfully, and loves him more 
rvorouſly, than the ſilent Recluſe, 
ill have a more refplendent Crown. 


is Servants according to their Me- 
its, by Co-operation with his Grace. 
ongratulate with St. Jaſeph for be- 


ake a ſtrict Account of your ſelf, 
Wow time is employed from Morn- 
Wz till Evening, ponder what is a- 
i, and reſolve upon Regulation, 
pou the Interceſſion of St. Joſeph. 


POINT 


ejoice that your Creator encoura- 
Wes and entertains. impartially all 


"We ſo great a Favourite of Heaven, 
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FONT IL 


Conſider. HAT amongſt othe 
_ Motives, determining 
St. Foſeph to exerciſe this Calling 
was the Love of Humility and Mor 
tification. He had ſo clear a Knoy 
ledge of God's Greatneſs, that h 
thought he could not deſcend to 
low. O my Soul! what differer 
Ideas have you of divine Majeſty 
and divine Juſtice. You neither loy 
your Creator as a Father, nor fe 
| your. Redeemer as a Judge. Sall 
Toſeph had little to ſatisfy for, bu 
he would offer Acts of Supererog; 
tion, whilſt I ſtand upon Term 
with God, ſtoping at ſtrict Ob 
_ gation; and alas! too often tran”. 
greſs againſt indiſpenſable Com 
mandments. Reflect likewiſe on ti 
. falſe Notion of Worldlings concer! 


ing Mortification; they concludt 
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it voluntary Sufferings appertain 
| ſuch who have renounc'd the 
orld, and live in Convents, as if 
eSinner deſerv'd not greater Pu- 
bnent than the, Saint. Ponder 
often you have heinouſly injur'd 
d, whilſt perhaps the mortify'd 
lgious never loſt Baptiſmal Grace. 
ke up the Craſs in time, mortif 

Ir ſelf to ſatisfy for paſt Treſ- 
ſes. Be liberal to God if you ex- 


othet 
110ing 
alling 
Mor 
now 
jat If 
d tot 
fferel 
ajeſt) 
er lov 
Ir fea 
Sail 

r, bt 
erop! 
Terim 
Obl 
trail 

Con 
on th 
YnCErh 
acludl 
t 1 


ſes. Be careful by a; Guard over 


ur. Beg by St. Joſeph's Interceſ- 
„that you may not diſpleaſe God 
ally, even by the Caſt of an Eye, 
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t extraordinary Lights and Im- 


Senſes, to preſerve a pure Inte- 
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r2al Enemy. Deſert him for 
future, and whether you Eat 
k or Sleep, make an Offering, 
tell Almighty God, you comply 
h theſe Neceſſities to pleaſe him. 


i Pe St. Joſeph for your Maſter, to 

acconh you how to join exteriour Em- 

tion, ments, with iateriour Intention 

I Attention. 

8 to 

his! 

Pre 2 Colloquy. 

om ot 

1 enti Mnipotent Creator | whoſe un- 

is ind | erring Providence, adds Joy 

nded Wy Moment to the Angels in 

dWelren, and to Saints upon Earth, 

ns, it Woſt humbly beg by the Interceſ- 

ud wi of St. o/eph, that I may chear- 

d, an acquieſce, and rejoice in every 
Lane that comes from your Father- 

ny Aﬀand. That I may be vigorous 

for Frecuting your divine Will, and 


YouWity you in my preſent State. 
us [nt Grant 


a 
168 Meditations on 
Grant me the true Spirit of Mor 
fication, to ſubdue my ſtubbo 
Paſſions, to ſatisfy for what | 
paſt, and to be a Preſervative fro ; 
future Dangers. Grant, that 

Purity of Intention, the meaneſt 0 
my Actions may be acceptable 


you, as the two little Mites wh 7 
of the poor Widow, thrown if 6:4 
the Treaſury of the Temple. Thi 
our Lord Jeſus Christ, &Cc: 

I 

Ten 

Hig] 

maci 
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MEDITATION UL 
Of the Marriage of S. Joſeph. 


's Wl The Preparatory Prayer. As in the 


vn 1 rt Meditation. 
18 


Firſt Prelude. 


Imagin your ſelf to be in the 
Temple of Hieruſalem, when the 

High Prieſt gave to Joſeph the Im- 
maculate Virgin Mary, Ho the 
Patriarch eſpous'd her, by putting 

2 Ring upon her Finger, with other 
Ceremonies according to the writ- 

E Deen Law, in token that he made her 
Partaker of all his Goods, aud 

took her iato his Protection. 


* 


1 1 
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Second Prelude. 


Beg Light to underſtand the My- 
ſteries of this Matrimony, and 
Grace to reap Fruit from thence, 


POINT. I 


Conſider. T Hoſe Words of Solomon, 

| Houſe and Riches are 
given by Parents, but properly, a pru- 
dent Wife is given by our Lord. Proverb. 
19. 14. This Seat of Wiſdom was ſo 
great a Bleſſing to St. Joſeph, that 
he might truly ny, all good things 
came with ber Sap. 7. 11. She brought 
a plentiful Portion for his improving 
in all manner of Vertues. Chriſt aſ- 
ſiſted perſonally at the Marriage in 
Cana of Galilee, and we may contem- 
plate, what a Bleſſing was beſtow'd 


on the mutual Contract of her, who 
: Was 


My- 
and 
þ 


mon, 
dye 
pru- 
verh. 
2s ſo 
that 
hing. 
ught 
ving 
t al- 
xe in 
tem- 
»w'd 
who 
Was 
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was to become the Mother of God 
and him whom rhe ſecond Perſon of 
the Bleſſed Trinity was to obey. 
This was the moſt honourable Mar- 
tiage (ad Heb. 13.) ſince the Creati- 
on, and with a copious Infuſton of 
Divine Grace, God jeyn d them. St. 
Math. 19. 16. Ponder likewiſe how 
the Merits of St. Joſeph promoted 
him to this Dignity, For 4 good Spouſe 
is given a Man for his good Actions. 
Eccleſ. 26. 3. Study to pleaſe your 
Creator, by Purity of Intention, in 
chooſing a State of Life. Endea- 
your. to be much in God's Favour by 
good Works. If you have Faith to 
remove Mountains, it avails no- 
thing without Charity. The Devils 
believe and tremble; they made a 
Profeſſion that Chriſt was the Son of 
God (St. Mat 8.) yet remain'd damn'd 
Spirits. Such as live not up to their 
Belief, have the Faith of Devils, not of 
Avoſtles St. Aug. ſerm. 38. de temp. 
Lament the Sins and Scandals of 

L 2. your 
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and, Miſunderſtandings. - As you 


mitive Chriſtians, have one Heart and 
one Saul. Love your Spouſe as Chriſt 


for the Love of it, laid down his pre- 
cious Life. Beg Bleſſings to your 


your former Life. Reſolve for the 
future, by the Interceſſion of St. Jo- 
ſeph, that both God and Man ſhall 
ſee your good Works, and glorify 
the Father in Heaven. Conſider alſo, 
that if it is your Choice to live in 
a married. State, you ought to che- 
riſh your Conſort, to preſerve Peace 
and Union, to avoid Contention 


on(16 


le 
perſo 
nity, 
both. 
to 
hoſes 
egal 

) ine 
that 
ingel 
antic 
peculie 


make one Civil Body, like the pri 
lov'd his Church (ad Epheſ. 5) who 


Concerns, by the laterceſſion of 
St. Joſeph. | | 


POINT 


tec . 8 ren eine. 1 


| 


16160 bis yd Slvoge giv 


72 
e 


, 4 k F h * 
b 4 6 : N K 3 » | a w# * « 1 kl . 
4 4 * — g 4 * : 8 

1 7 a * 4 ( BY. 0 
a ; . b : : ; I BEE 
14 aa. P *, ” a I wb £3 5 i * * 3 1 : 

. = 

br ; 5 A : ' of 1 
{ s * e "© 3 4 
* * 1 4 . 1 1 7 


7 


Lmighty God was 
I pleaſed to acquaint, 
ie World in theſe two noble, 
ion erſons, with the Dignity, of Virgi- 
you ity, and; Value of Vows. They 
both had gonſecrated their Virgini- 
ty to their Creator, and one was, 
hoſen to be Mother, the other 
egal Father to the Son of God. 
) ineſtimable Treaſure of Chaſtity, 
that renders mortal Men, like to 
lngels. Unſpotted Virgins, ſing 
anticles before the Throne of God, 
peculiar to themſelves. (Apoc. 14. 3. 
hey attend the Omnipotent Son of 
bod, wherever he goes, The Religi- 
dus of both Sexes, who profeſs and 
bſerve this Evangelical Counſel, 
may be call'd Sons and Daughters of 

ary and Joſeph. O Virgin Mother, 
| L 3 O 
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O Virgin Spouſe ! beg and obtain for 
me, chaſt Diſpoſitiens 4nd Deſires, 
Reflect whether Edification and 
Modeſty appear in your Converſa. :'- 
tion, if not, reform. Deteſt the WC 
Company of ſuch Perſons who even 
indirectly caſt out Words tendinp 
to Levity. Fling aſide or - rather 
burn Books which recount the Suc- 
ceſſes of paſſionate Love to Cres. 
tures. Irregular Suggeſtions pai 
from the Memory to the Under-Wrvoic 
ſtanding, and ſo to the Will; re- Tho 
move the Fewel to prevent the reat 
Fire. Lament Failings of What Wienc 
Kind ſoever, againſt this Angelica 
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Conſider. Okint Joſeph provided for 
\FI the bleſſed Virgin, and 

took her into his Protection. Vou 


ſo promote her Honour with 
hoſe under your Charge. Suffer 
not any one to, ſpeak with leſs Re- 
ſpect of her, or her glorious Spouſe. 
void the Converſation of.. thoſe 
ho leſſen Devotion to theſe 
reat Souls. Have a filial Con- 
dence in their Protection and con- 
ſtatulate With your ſelf, for being 
0 happy as tö be devoted to them. 
ſefolve to _ practiſe ſomething in 
oth their Honours. Do not be 
 groſly miſtaken, as to think e- 
rnal Happineſs muſt coſt you no- 
ing. Strip your ſelf of former 
ancies, and loath what .you hi- 
terto have admired. Look up to- 
ward 


D 


* 


176 Meditations on 
ward Heaven, begin to overcome char 
what you vainly fear'd. He i like 
ſtronger who ſtretches but his Few 
Hand to fave yon, than he that the 
keeps you back in Thraldom. vi 


5 
The Colloquy. or: 


Mnipotent God! at | whoſe 
Command every Tree pro- 
duc'd Fruit in his Kind (Gen. 1. 11. 
Grant me by the Interceſſion of this 
noble Virgin-pair, that l may ſerve 
you faithfully in the Station you 
have plac'd me. I firmly believe 
every Title you have reveald, Jet 
help my Incredulity.,: leaſt I be 
in the unfortunate Number of 
fooliſh Virgins who carried Lamps 
without Oyl. Aſſiſt me with your 
powerſul Grace, that I may ad 
as I profeſs ; that I may he 2 
Charri8 
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charitable and chaſt, and not ſtand 
like the barren Fig - tree, and be 
* t eternal Flames. Thro- 
e infinite Me 

nem, nn 
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Of St. Joſeph's Jonrney wil 
the bleſſed Virgin, to viſit 


St. Elizabeth. 


Beg 
Dur. 
dr: 
ted 


The Preparatory Prayer. As in the 
former Meditations. 


Hr Prelude. fee 
ou ſa. 
agel 
irgin 
n, a 
t. Eli: 
th C 


Imagin your ſelf accompanyin 
the bleſſed Virgin and St. Fo/eph, 
over craggy Mountains, to a Place 
diſtant far off from Nazareth. Harke! 
to their Diſcourſes. in this Winte 
Journey, and conſider what Wife: « 
ſaid in the "Houſe of Zachary. Re tend 
flect on St. Joſeph's Perplexity, Aer to 
bis Return Home. king 


Second 


— . — — — 
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Beg Grace tn be charitable. to 
ur Neighbour, to ſhun Detraction 
traſh Judgment, and to be de- 
oted to the bleſſed PO” ; 


POINT 3 


o ſome Months 75 
ter St. Joſeph's E- 
onſals, and a few days after the 
agel had declar'd to the bleſſed 
irgin the Myſtery of the Incarna- 

an, and hkewiſe 5 her Couſin 
Elia abeth was ſix Months gone 
th Child, ſhe humbly deſired leave 

T Vahkst. Foſeph to viſit her, but he out 
* Ref tender Affection would not ſuffer 
Ly Mer to go, without his perſonal 
king Care of her in that n 
O 


nſder. 


inying 
Foſeph 
Place 
lar kel 
Vinte 


Second 


ww 


O admirable Charity! O profoun 
_ Humility ! take hold of all Opp 
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tunities of comforting and ſucco} © 


ing your Neighbour. If you mo 


in a higher Sphere above otherlſ Ar! 


reflect that to whom much is piye ty 

much will be required of him. Co th 

deſcend to inferiours : The Moth ple 

of God, prevented by a Viſit ii Pt. 

Mother of the Precurſor. Who dt 

the bleſſed Virgin, and who am! ad! 
My Pride is unextuſable. O n tha 

Soul! ſtudy to be dead to all fo 

nities, to beware of Diabolical Il 9! 

ſions, ſuggeſting that ſuch and fic the 
Practices, become Men of Honou ho! 

Lord give me your holy Love, and 2": 

am happy enough to pity wicke fel 

Monarchs, even the moſt flouriſhinſ} ceſ 

ones of the Univerſe. a 

pre 

anc 
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N08 Conſider, HE many Bleſſings that 
u mo 5 | came by Mary. At her 


other firſt Salutation St. John Was ſancti- 
is piye fy'd, he leap'd for Joy iu his Mo- 
n. Co ther's Womb. St. Elizabeth was re- 


Moth pleniſh'd with the Holy Ghoſt, and 
ifit Ui prophecy'd, magnifying her Mater- 
Who © nity, calling her, the Bleſſed of Women, 


am admiring her ſtupendious Humility, 
O fff that being Mother of the Lord, ſhe 
all v- ſhould come to her. O my tepid | 


cal 11 Sou!“ Learn to exult with Joy at 
nd fd the receiving of thy Saviour in the 
ono holy Euchariſt, make due Preparati- 
e, and Ons, by a ſerious and ſincere Con- 


wicked feſſion, humbly beg that the Inter- 
ur ini ceſſion of Mary may be a Means to 
procure thy SanQification , for by 
her God diſtributes his Favours. Re- 
preſent to her thy Neceſſities, and 
and beg an Alms of her. Reflect al- 
INI fo that if ſuch e happen'd 


— 


x82 Meditation os 
at the firſt hearing the Voice of the 
bleſſed Virgin, to. what a Degree of 


courſe. 


| Conſider. 


try'd, when after his Stay in Zacha- 
7575s Houſe, at his Return Home he 


— 


Sanctity muſt St. Fofeph arrive, who 


convers'd with her thirty Years? ff 
' ſhe obtains Favours for notorious 


return to the Friendſhip of God, and 


are beautify'd with ſanctifyingGrace, 
?tis beyond our Reach to compre- 
hend what a Fund of all Vertues ſhe 
procur'd for her Dear S. Joſeph. Con- 


template how happy was the Man, 
who had a good Spouſe (Eccleſ. 26. 1.) 
ſurpaſſing the Exellency of the high- 
eſt Seraphin, and what a Proficient 
he was in all Perfection, by her 
daily Prefence, and heavenly Diſ- 


POINT m. 


Jo the ſublime ver- 
tue of St. Joſe ph was 


under- 


f the 
ee of 
who 
ef 
rious 
they 
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race, 
pre- 
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under ſtood that his Immaculate 

Spouſe was with Child. What ſharp 
Conflicts paſs'd then betwixt a pure 
Conſcience and chaſt Affections? 
He put the moſt favourable Con- 
ſtruction upon the Occaſion of his 
tortaring Affliction. He call'd to 
Mind and revolv'd her unparallel'd 
Modeſty and Chaſtity, - therefore 
would proceed cautiouſly, and not 
act with Severity. He knew the 
long promis'd Afeſſias was to be 
born of a Virgin, and why might 
not ſhe be that happy Creature ? 
Learn to excuſe the ſeeming Faults 
of others, and if an unbecoming Acti- 
on ſhews ſeveral Faces, look upon 
the leaſt deform'd ; excuſe the In- 

tention, conclude it accidental, and 
fear you would have done worſe, in 
the like Circumſtances. Bewail all 


| Raſhneſs in cenſuring your Neigh- 


bour, Ponder alſo St. Joſeph's Zeal 
for the Law of God, which he infi- 
nitely preferr'd, as the chief Ob- 

LL - ject 
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. je& of his Love; above whatſoever 
was under Heaven: My Soul! De- 
ſpiſe what's tranfitory ſtanding in 
Competition with divine Precepts, 

refer not again the Villain Barab- 

before thy God. Vet the Patri- 
arch reſolv'd to diſmiſs her privately, 
that ſhe might not ſuffer in her Re- 
putation, and he ſton'd as an Adul- 
treſs. Be you tender and compaſſi- 
onate in the Failings of others ; al- 
tho” they are Matter of Fact, pre- 
vent the ſpreading of them, give 
à Check to ſuch Diſcourſes. Conſi- 
der likewiſe, how divine Goodneſs 
_ afforded Comfort, when human 

Means gave no Relief. An Angel 
is diſpatch'd to : acquaint him with 
the Myſtery. O what tranſcendant 
Joy after piercing Grief! Learn to 
expect the divine Pleaſure with ſet- 
tled Reſignation. Truſt in the Good- 
neſs of your God, accuſe your ſelf of 
former Diffidencer/ . 
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with the bleſſed Virgin and $t. Joſeph 
brekei marul ger, 


+45 A 


fort! If you ſee it expedient; 
for the greater Security of my Sal- 
vation, that I be toſſed with Fri-> 
bulation, permit me not to fink! In- 
finite Power ! bear me up, you know 
my Weakneſs. Faveur me witk 
ſuch Graces, that J may be compaſ- 
ſionate towards my Neighbour," go« 
verning my ſelf by the Spirit of Le- 
nity and Charity, as if the Caſe were 
my own. I deplore my cenſorious 
Temper, and I reſolve to ſtand upon 
my Guard. *Tis a Mercy you have 
let me ſee my Wickedneſs. I ren- 
der you Thanks for the Deſires of 


heeoming better, and for not being 


worſe than I am; but becauſe of my 


ſelf I am no more able to keep a | 


M3 good 
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1866 Meditations un 
good Purpoſe than to remove a 
Mountain, I beg your Aſſiſtance that 
I may fulfil what you command, 
and then command what you pleaſe, 
Afflict me with ſuch Croſſes as I can 
bear, to the End I may pay off the 
great Arrear due to divine Juſtice. 
Grant me by the Interceſſion of st. 
Joſeph, that after my temporal Try- 
als whether exteriour or interiour, I 
may find that permanent; Joy with 
which yon render his Immaculate 
Spouſe, and e happy 


Amen. 
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Ms bITATION V. 


9.50 tbr ors are ts 5, 
Of St. Joſeph's Vertues, exercis' 
at the Birth, Circumciſion and 
Preſentation of Jeſus in the 
Tempi e. „ | 


#4 ; 1 #: 
4 FS * 


The Preparato e As in the 
former Meditations. ll? 


Firſt Prelude. OV 


© 4 


 Imagin your ſelf with the bleſſed 


Virgin and St. Joſeph in a ruinous 
Stable at Bethlem, where Chriſt was 
born, and laid in a Manger betwixt 
an Ox and an Afs. How afterwards 
St. Joſeph circumcis'd him, and gave 


him the holy Name of Jeſus. Laſtly 


how he preſented the Son of God in 


the Temple, where he was met by I} 
Second 


Simeon and Anna. 
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Bethlehem with his Spouſe, in Com- 
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Second Prelnde. 


des Grace to profit by St. Jo; len 
| ſeph's Contemplations, in thefe My- entr 
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oe, F341 „ / „ 
Conſider. OW St. Foſeph being 
return'd from Zacha- 

7's Houſe, was oblig'd to undertake 
a Winter Journey to be enroll'd at 


# pliance to Avguſtus Cæſar's Edict. He 
 Chearfully obey'd, ſo ought you to do 
towards thoſe who have command 
over you, even in difficult Matters. 
What pious Diſcourſes had he on 
the Road for thirty Miles, with the 
Virgin Spouſe? He patiently endur'd 
the Inconveniences in travelling, but 
many more at finding no Place de 


the Inn, and being forc'd to take 
Shelter with an Ox and an Aſs in a 

poor Stable, to herd with Brutes. 
How often have you entertain'd 
Jos jour Lord in the like Manner, he 
My- Fearing a Breaſt full of brutiſh Paſs 
ens. Admire the Patience of your 
Redeemer in ſuffering you. to re- 
ceive him ſo unworthily. The blind 
Man knowing the King is preſent, - 


. . Fſands' with great Reſpect, altho* he 
£105 ſees him not, you know that the 
. 15 Son of God viſits you perſonally, 
4 : ret remain ſtupid, as a ſenſeleſs 
m. (animal. Give frequent Thanks to 
He Pod that you have not been pu- 
Tue i'd like Oz (2 Reg. 6.) who was 
and ruck dead for Raſhneſs in touching 
ers. ly the Ark of the Covenant, 
on Fiereas perhaps you have more 
che Nan once receiv'd the Lord your. 
ar” od moſt ſacrilegionſly. 8 Reflect on 
but t. Jeſeph's Sorrow ſeeing the vile- 
ia Meſs of the Place no Accomodation, 


the K Midnight, in a rigid Seaſons The 
FE M 5 Son 


190 Maditatiansſon 
Son of Cd would, be born in the W Cri 
ſeyere Circumſtances, he choſe what An 
he loved. Be you- vile in Your own She 
Eyes, cut off Seger ee by Mor 
may freez, that you may be a dwel. 
ling place for Chi. The B. Virgin 
and St. Joſeph, being rapt in Prayer 
and Contemplation, the Inimortad 

Sen , God, was; born according t. 
the Fleſh. He wept npon the cole 
round, and Joſeph joyn'd with hin 
Fears of Fatherly Tenderneſs ; a 
every lufant cry, he ſent Heart 
breaking Sighs to Heaven, and profilin F 
ſtrate before him, honour'd him wit - - 
heroical Acts of Faith like his, w 
faidi afterwards, Thou art Chriſt ti 
R d. He ador'd hill 
menſe Good neſs. Tou iĩmitate thelſ” © 
aud the like Ads, Lament th: 
your Sins were the Occaſion of ou 
Lord's weeping in a Manger. Re 


flect What Joy ſucceeded, wheo 0 tomr 


St Jeſeph' Life, 29 
Eb reſembled Paradiſe. Quires f 
Angels ſang n e ee Wag the 
Ml Shepherds ade d, !th& three: s i 
in humble Poſtut e offer rich Pre: 
ſents to their” Almighty" Soveraign 
Do you alſo join with the heaven 
Jpirits, rendring Thanks for innumb 
table Favours, which you may eal 
to mind one dy one. Offer your Me- 
Inory, Underſtanding and Will te 
him who gave you them. Beg | 
dt. Foſeph't s Interceſſion, that 
may adore God upon Barth with an 
unde filed — mapa and 3 
Ae her 2 | eien SV 
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is in ber Aint Teſezl's: Obedietice 
e the 4A — Law, in ciroum: 
t thi eng his Saviour, who was exempt 


from it, yet would bear the Badge 

If Original Siu - tho? uncapable Uf 
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Hell trembled, that Name being to 


vain, which is Holy and Terrible, no 


MWMbat lies in your Power concur te 
[| Che Salvation of others. Since Goc 
|  Ueſcerided from Heaven; to ſave ſin 


ſelf criminally from a Performance I „z 
of the divine Law, and ſtudy to ap- lor 
pear a Saint, whilſt you are an in- 
veterate Sianer. Examina, repent, 
deteſt Pride the Source of all Evils. 
Teſas's - Humility. confounds your 
Heart was wounded with Grief, be-! 


fore he ſaw the Blood of Chriſt ; at, 
the pronouncing the Name of Jeſu ſab) 


he fell upon his Knees, the nineY aba: 
Quires of Angels proſtrated and all Rxta. 


i 
dime 0; 


that 4 


confound their inſulting over cap 
tive Souls. Give. Tears of CompulYhis an 
jon to him, who redeem'd you with the in 
Streams of Blood. Take not the temp] 
the Name of the Lord your God iq botto 
come 
Spher 
aſton; 
Unive 
de red 
They 


ſuffer any under your Command tc 
ſpeak that Language of Devils 


fub Mankind, do you cogeleſcend © 1 
2451 8 1 wha 


— nt 


er what may be iaſttwmental in o 
ab- glorious a Work.. 
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PPS YI Conſider, XXV Hat Saint Lake re- 
lO cords cap. 2. His Fa- 

5 AY ther (ſo the Evangeliſt ſtiles St. Jo. 
feſus ſeph) and Mother were marvelling at 
nine abar was ſaid of him. They were in 
Extaſies; hearing the Prophecies of 
bimeon and Anna. They marvelb'd 
that God ſo loved the World, as to give 
11Y bis only begotten Son. They admired 
wiln the infinite Goodneſs'of Chriſt con- 
theh templating in him the boundleſs and 

d in bottomleſs Ocean, as it were, be⸗ 
nom; come a Drop, and the whole fiery 
id Sphere a little Spark. They were 
VISYaſtoniſh'd that he who created the 
ir t Univerſe with a few ati, was to 
God; be redeem'd with a Pair of Turtles. 
e ſiu They offer'd him to the eternal 
2 | Father, 
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bos Medi 

Father; and to Feen this ineſti- 
mable Purchaſe; gave what Ay re- 
quir'd by the Law of Moyſes. M 
poor Saul! joyn with them in Ad. 
miration, maryel that Thriſt ſhould 


love you, an ungrateful Worm, ſo 


ardently, as t weep For you; to 
bleed for yen. Admire his divine 
Patience in not puniſhing your ma 
nifold Crimes, whereas many have 
been cut off in the Flower of their 
Youth, and ſent to burn eternally 
in Hell, for Zins not coming up 
to the Number of Yours. Stand 
confound ed, reproach your ſelf, and 
ſo frequently | ſold yo 
Lord, like-:tregcherous Judas, fo 
petty Intereſt or ſordid Paſſions, re- 
joice that he has ranſom'd you, and 
gives you Grace to purchaſe his Fa- 
vour by Newneſs of Life, reſembling 
enen * the Dore, viel! 
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u, infant Gad 
may it be ſaid of me, the Ox 


6 * ; 
. „ , 
5 . . 


[Y9 © 


in — 1 Is | 
145 tn 


4 vo 


, 
2 


C known his Owner, and the Afi 


the Manger of his Lied (Ia. 871) 


But I ore not known you. I ad- 
mire your Love and Charity, I 
admire my Tepidity and Stupidity. 
Ancient Goodneſs, I come late to 


love you. 


Altho at the eleventh | 


Hour, beſtow on me the promist 
Penny, be to me a Feſus; and you 
who both fed and bled for my Miſ- 
fortunes, let me partake of the uni- 
verſal Charity. Grant by the In- 
terceſſion of St. Joſeph, that my 
Purpoſes may be perfected by vigo- 
tous Execution. I alſo beg ths 


I may 


when. I entertain you ſa the moſt 
bleſſed Sacrament, , 


be fa- 


four; d with ſuch Affections of Ado- 


ration, 
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| doration, Love and Thankſgiving, 
| as St. Foſeph experienc'd when he 
| took you back into his Arms 
from Simeon, to reſtore you to 
your bleſſed Mother. Amer Fd. 
8 ie <3 6. 04 


ENT 7 
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4 
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Of the Flight into Egypt, return 
| from thence, and of the loſs. of 
I Jelus,and finding in the Temple. 


Preparatory Prayer, - As in the 
former Meditationss. 
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Imagin your ſelf en with 
at bleſſed Company, in ſo tedi- 
ons a· Jouruey, and a rigid Seaſon, 
| Jeſus not being one year Old (Mal- 
denatus in Math, & als) reflect how 
hey ſpent their time for ſeyeral 
ears, at Heliopolis, which is inter- 
Preted the City of the Sun. How af- 
Mer their return to Paleſtine, they 
went to adore in Jeruſalem, where 
Feſus was loſt, and found in the 
emple , fitting amongſt the Do- 
_ CR ³ ⁰ 
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7 Second Prelude. 


Beg Light, and Grace to praQiſe 
ſach Vertues, as: S. Joſeph exerci#d 
both in Egypt, and Jude. 


POINT I. 


Conſider, XX7H EN 8. Joſeph re 

- F Y ceav'd the Command 
Ariſe, take the Child, and his Mi 
ther, and fly into Egypt, he obey'd tha 
fame Moment. He quitted Home 
Country, Conveniences, to live a 
mongſt perverſe Idolaters, who ha 
ted the Hebrews. He travell'd thro 
Deſarts, wanting ſometimes Necelh 
faries, paſſing from Mountain tg 
Valley, to find a little Spring t 
refreſh the fainting Family. T 
love of Jeſus made all things eaſily ti 
him. O my difobedient Soul! Ho 
often has God commanded me bi j 
clear Inſpirations ,. Ariſe, per foriſ 
that AQ of Vertue, Fly that dangey: 

| rol 


dity, 
Will n. 
I will 
ga 
Ing m 
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Yo 
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ee his 
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St. Joſeph's Life. 199 
ſous Company, burn that pernicious 
Book, make haſt to the Throne f 

Mercy, by ſerious Repentance, and 

Aiſe number d on in my habitual: Tepi- 

iadity, and ſlept in my Iniquities? I 

mil now ariſe with the Prodigal Son, 18 

] will make haſt to my heavenly Fa» |! 

ther,” loving, grieving, confound- 1 

ing my ſelf, and purpoſing newneſs | | 

ref Life, and ſurmounting with di- | 

andJrine Grace, all Difficulties laid in the 1 

Mymay, by Men or Devils. Ponder 

| thaShow it pierc'd S. Joſeph Heart, to 

lomeſſee his God offended by thoſe pro- 4 ö 

ve ane Idolaters. You have ſo little W- 1 

o baKompaſſion for other Sinners, that 

thraqou will not drop one Tear for your 

Jeceſun Crimes. S. Joſeph took Pleas 

in tre to be deſpis'd as a vile Artiſan, 

og (Working to ſupport the ſacred" Fa- 
Th uly. Your daily Study "= is to be 
lily \Witeem'd,- you Gourt Vanity, and 

Hon ſolid Glory. My Soul? bear 

ne b in hard Uſage, diſown utterly. 

r fore maxims of the World. Refuſe 

dange ;, ö . not 

rol > | 
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not to be cloath'd with Contempt, d ar 
like thy Lord and Maſter. Be notſrs o 
terrify d with an imaginary Enemy, ſir 
ang __ with a Real one. 


I 
POINT. II. 


Cnfuer H E Nedfaſt Hope, anc 
Invincible Fortitude 
of 8. Joſoph. His whole truſt was infope' er 
divine Providence. He gave no At on 
tention to diabolical Sngpeſtions,viz.Whlati 
Why to fly? Why ſo far of? Wh kart! 
at this Seaſon? Why into EgyptFice: of 
Why not to the three Kings? | Whit: ad 
would take it as an honour to enter 
tain; us, but to a perverſe Natioſ time 
where we cannot expect other Treat Angel 
ment, then Affronts and ill Uſage Secre 
The holy Patri arch was deaf to thi 1 
Language, he chearfully aroſe: 
Midnight, like great, Abrabam, whel 
commanded to Sacrifice his Son 14 
a4, nothing could deter bim, t . 
; none ſtep out of the Road 1 pr 
T0 lt | 


to di 
Ar 
lat t. 
ur E 


ties 


AM 


d appointed him. All the Mon- 
s of Egypt were looked on with 
dain and contempt, God was his 


pt, 
not 
my, 


. 


> divine Government, reject car- 
Arguments, diſſwading from 
lat the Almighty Commands. Fix 
andir Eye on Heaven, and as Diffi- 
tudef ties ſhew themſelves, let your 
3s infWÞpe' encreaſe. Beg by the Inter- 
At Non of S. jeſepb, Courage and 
vir. ſolution, to quit all that's dear up- 
Why 


ice: of your Creates. Make re- 


time, as he did to S. Jo/eph: by 
Agel, ordering the Return of 
Sacred Family back again to 

e e 405 97.2 1/14 
F 2210 imd A 
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he. Be not you, curiohs to pry = 


Earth, rather then diſobey the 


t Acts, that the Al Powerful is 
Hupe, who will ſend Relief in 


x \ IF 
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202 | Meditation on 
1754 POINT . 12 
. Pepe 
Gmſtder A ＋ every Many Vor! 
. oblig'd to £0 and u Ju m 
ſhir®God, 11 the Temple of Gore | 
lem, on the Feaſt of Axim. It laſt «48 
even Days, and altho' 58. Joſe cor 
might have made only his App ure 
rance, and return to Nazareth, M ot 
to fullful the Law, he remaind ier 70 


ſexen Days, taking that Opportuſſr Lo 


ty, to ſatisſie his Devotion by le r 
nouring the Eternal Father, in * 
on Houſe. You likewiſe ann (ec 
vour to have interiour Fervoit : ou 
Recollection, as alſo exteriour Wt i 
verence and Modeſty, at the ti al 
of divine Service and in print 
Prayer. S. Joſeph was Apprehenſſſe fou 
in coming back to Fury, becalioſ 
Archelaus reign'd, now he Fears 
to appear in Jeruſalem, where a cif 
' Prince fat upon the Throne, beca 
the worſhip of God was concerifie way 


_ We: you. couragious in diſcharging 
our Duty, under value humane 
eſpedts, and what the wicked 
gorld may ſay of you, by obeying 
bd more than Man. Confider alſc 
ww. Chrift being loft, S. Joſeph 
ught him with a ſorrowful Heart, 


Appe red and Acquaintance, nor in 
Wy other place but the Temple, If 
er you be ſo unfortunate as to loſe 
ur Lord by Sin, lament bitterly, 
by Nie recourſe to Prayer, turn from 
in Wecatures, do not deſpond, avoid 
caſions of Relapſe, frequent the H. 
ments, for he is to be found in 
e Temple. Reflect on the twofold 
tiff), S. Joſeph experienc'd at the 
iht of Jeſus ; the firſt, becauſe he 
Wd found the God of his Heart, 
Wiſe profound Wiſdom was admir'd 
the "moſt learn'd Doctors; the 
end in hearing the B. Virgin term 
n, Jeſus's Father, which Preroga- 
e was entertain'd with Humility 
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could not find him amongſt bis 
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and Confuſion, as thinking himſe 
unworthy of that glorious Title. 
Joſeph ſought no Eſteem nor Praiſe 
that's my Folly. I ran after emp 
. dJhadowsof. Vanity, and decline re 
: Glory. 7 My Soul 1 Glory in tl 
Croſs of thy Lord Jeſus Chri ſt, a 
cauſe all the Angels to rejoyce at t 
return of the loſt Sheep, that is t 
rait ee, e 
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FE S UV S.my. Maker and Maſte 
| without whoſe merciful AY 
dance I walk in Darkneſs and Peri 
I moſt humbly beg by the Interce 
on of S. Joſeph, that you'll teach oF. 
the direct Rode from my Egypt 
- Slavery,. the ſervitude of Sin, un 
which I have ſo. long groan'd, 
the Liberty of your faithful Servan 
I. have frequently experiene d 5W, 
Goodneſs, and; I know your Po 
my truſt is in both. O] Grant FF: 
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St. Joſephs E. 205 
Conſtancy to contemn the Allure- 
ments of the World, and to ſtand 
undaunted at afflitingTerrors.. My 


$504 by Sin, 1 have willingly and 
wilfully parted with yon, for what 
bluſh to think on. Pity the un- 
Jortunate, you who came to ſeek 
Sinners,” of whom I have been the 


I Ring-keader! You' are now pleas'd 


to Bleſs me, with ſo true a Senſe of 
my former Treſpaſſes, that I grieve 
ſaſteF not ſo much, for the fear of Puniſh- 


AllSmeotz-as' for that my Sins have of. 


Peri fended yon, the Circle and Center ot 


ich ¶ holy Grace to . criouſly: by 
See Toa mation of my Life, that 


may you in the Heavenly Jeru- 
ſalem, reigning with the Father, and 
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bear Redeemer ! I have tpo often loſt = 


erceſſ an Good. I ſtedfaſtly 22 by 


the holy G ha, World without end. | 


— 
1 


| Nazareth; and complate what pre 


20 aue . 
41 tts 00 Ang 


Mena Tom VII. | 


07 S. Joſeph's ma any pre Cleve, 
4 8 with Je «xl Miar 7 
N azareth. " 


N 43 
8 t. Th 
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Bo n he 2 rio As in th 
1 8 ee en. 


. Prelude, | Af 
HR your ſelf to —f had the 


Happineſs and Honour, of fre. 
quently entring the little Hoſe of 


1 was. faid ar done Of 5" by 4 «he f 


N Second 9 


Beg Light and Grace, to vradiſe 
Vertue, in Imitation of S. Joſep 


-dvring the Courſe of yonr whole 
Life. I. POIN 


| ; Y 
St. 0 hs I. Te 
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HOSE words of the 
I Royal Prophet, with 
Saint, youll become a Saint, Pſal. 17. 
26. and contemplate how great a 
proficient in Sanctity, S. Joſeph muſt 


have been by daily and hourly Con- | 


verſation for thirty Years, with the 
Holy of Holies, the Son of God. What 
he learn'd in-Jeſu#s School, is not 


underſtood by the moſt elevated 


Contemplatives: S. Paul vapt into Pa. 
radiſe 5 2 Cor * 14. 4 Heard ſecres 


I; not lawful for 'a Man to utter, 


S. Joſeph was made Partaker of more 


divine Secrets, and if the ſaid Apo- 
ſtle humbly. glory'd, that G made 
bim a fit Miniſter of the nem Teſtament, 


2 Cor. 3.6. It cannot be conceiv d, 
how 8. Joſeph was qualify'd to diſ- 
charge his Duty, as legal Father to 


the word incarnate, and real ſpouſe 
to the Mother of God, The long Re- 
N 2 collection 


208 Meditations on 
Collection of Paphnutius , and the ind: 
mental Prayers of Pacomius, are Ban A 
but rough Draughts of our Holy Iritua 
Puatriarchꝰs uninterrupted Union with Nou e 
his Redeemer. He had Theological, work 
Cardinal, and other Virtues in Per- 
fection, under ſo great a Mater., 
Conſider each apart, and ſingle out:. 
ſomething for Imitation. Beg of S. Nona 
Juoſeph by the Merits of Chriſt, and. 
the love he bore to his Immaculate 
| Spouſe, that he'll be your Interceſſor 
And Inſtructor of Learning the Sci- 
ence of Saints. Reflect on 8. Joſeph's 
Care and Pains, to ſupport the Fa- 
mily, all Labour was ſweet and eaſy, 
undertaken for jeſus and Mary. If 
von have Charge over others, pro- 
mote God's Honour, and permit not 
that he be offended : for 'whoever 
has not Care of thoſe under him, 
eſpecially Domeſticks, has deny d the 
Faith, aud is worſe than an Infidel. 
1 Tim. 5. 8. If you connive at o- 
thers Sins, you make them your 8. 
=: £15 — | . an 
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he adialthough — . debome 
are Im Accomplice. Aſſiſt others in fp 
ply Intual or temporal Neceſſities, and 
ith you employ your time like 8 1 
al, nen, to pleaſe: Dee hans? 
els 14k 10 HG Wor: hr 30. 
— 0 Þ . oO 1 N. T ads; 10. em 
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en Prove 6 2 Can an 

matt 2 lids: fire in his: boſom, and bis 
Garments not to burn? Could S. Je- 
ph bave the Infant God in his Arms, 
ſo cloſe to his Heart, and not burn 
with divine Love, like the higheſt 
Kraphim ? When the two Diſciptes 
EtravelFd'towardsEmmans, . and our 
B. Saviour, riſen from his Sepulcher; 
diſooursd them upon the Road, they 
ound their | Hearts burning within 
them ,: whilſt he ſpale to them in the 


ro- 
not 
ver 
im, 


del. Napp in ſuch Diſcourſe for many 
to- ears, the Sen of God declar'd' to 
wn, im; the Inter pretation of the 


and N * Scriptures 


4 2 * 
** is 
— 
A uy 8 


HE words of Sabena | 


ray, S. Luke 24. S. Jaſeph was thrice 
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Seriptures and Neceſſity of Suffering; I [ſept 
When Christ fell upon his knees to Day. 
Pray, Joſeph and Mary. by his ud, Hane 
he Patriarch loſt himſelf in Extaſies for 
e annihilated himſelf the preſence to Ex 
of God, how often did he tell him, N onde: 
my Lord 1. %u h I love you, joy of laflue 
my Heart, God of my Soul! When take 
Tears of Devotion came trickling I trans. 
down his Face. Sammel miſtook the ef Li 
Voice of God, and took it for Helys, ¶ prude 
Joſeph had certainty in hearing the you, 
ſweet Voice of Chriſt, diſcour ſing Self- 
Perſonally with him. O my Soul I 
Prepare the way for divine Grace by | 
fervent Prayer, and according to 
your Station, ſet others on Fire with C 
the Love of Gad, and their Neigh- / 
bour. Defer not the time of your 
Devotions „ 38 if vou deſignid to 
ſerve yourCrearor in the laſt place, let 
bim have Preference to infignificant 
Converſation, and trifling Viſits. 
Ponder alſo, that probably, accor- 
ding to the Rules of — 1 
277 3 „ J01 e 


Self- love. 
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joſeph diſtributed che- Hoors of the 


Day. Some he ſet ont for Prayer, 


ſome for pious Conferences, others 
for Work, and ſo the reſt. 3 
to Exigencies; obſerye you likewiſe 


Norder, give gaadu Example, which 


Influences more than Words. Mi- 
take not the Voice of the Enemy, 


transforming himſelf into an Angel 14 


of Light. Follow laftructions of a 
prudent Director, who will inform 


7 


- 


«M7 2315443 ene 93 41 (OE LAG 
Confider. LTO W hard a matter it 
Elevation of this reſplepdent Star, 
8. Joſeph. If bright rays darted out 
trom Meyſes's Face, after forty Days 
and forty Nights, converſation with 
Cod on Mount Sina (or as ſome Do- 
ctors are of Opinion, with an Angel 


depured by the Creator) inſomuch 


that 


is ſuggeſted by Hell and 
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212 Mfellit alia un 
that the Princec of the Synagogue i Refle 
durſt not draw near him, and the Chrif 
Law-giver placed à vail over his 
face, Exod. 34, 33. What a glori- 
ous Interiour had 8. Joſeph, who con- 
vers'd with Gad made Man, face 
to face thirty «Years ? S. Paul in his 
Defence againſt the obſtinate Jews, 
inſtanced, how he was taught the 
Law, at the feet f Gamaliel, AQ, 
22. 3. S. Joſeph learn'd the highe 

Perfection of the Law from him, 
who deliver'd it to Moyſes. In hi 
daily Actions, he united the active 
and contemplative. Life, ſometimes 
working for Jeſus, at othertimes ſit- 
ting at the feet of Jeſus, and hearin; 
the word. He ſtood aſtoniſh'd to be- 
hold him, who commanded the 
World out of nothing with a fen 
words, working at the Carpenters 
Trade, and expecting his Orders 
Admire divine Goodneſs, - be ena- 
mour'd with Humility. Joyn jacu- 
latory Prayers to common Actions, 
35nd „„ None 
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gueſ Reflect, that 268. 55 'ouriſh's 
-theYChriſt Corporally, ſo Jeſus nouriſlyd 


improv'd in all Vertues, and became 
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earth, S. Luke 12. inflame my frozen 
Heart, that I may imitate the Ver- 


waits at the Gate of ſome noble and 
generous Prince, expecting an Alms, 
ſo I appear before you, wounded in 


Charity in my great Calamity. I 


fear, but becauſe I love, nothing 


ders, ger conſulted you. I made you a 
ena -· Ptranger to all my Affairs, and re- 


jacu-Preſented them to others, who could 


ions. 
flect, 


lot afford any Relief. I beg by the 
Iater- 


his Foſter-Father Spiritually , Wo 


ren ues ee bi 
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AMaipotent Geben 
from Heaven 10 bring Fire tothe 


tues of S. Joſeph. As a poor Wretck a 


all my Senſes by Sin, and craving 
prieve for what is paſt, not becauſe 


as: ſaceeded with me, becauſe I ne- 
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Interceſſion of &. Joſeph, that 1 ima 


geeline evil, and do good that 
may leave the ſinful track of the 


Broad-way, and walk directly to 
wards you. That I may diſtributq Of 
the few remaining hours of my ſhort: 


Life, to your Honour, and attainfhe 5 
ing the end for which I was created mer 
that 1 may Admire, Praiſe, and, 

ve you, for ever and ever. 4 
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© Heath Bed, our B. Saviour, and his 
Mother kneeling ore each fide. Pow 
Ne ſweetly xrendred'h is Soul A, 
hich was conducted by ce 

| oo and his 9 1 4 * 
err? 


vi 
- beg en to lead ach 2 Life, 8 as 
D be favourd on your death Bed, 
Px the Protection of Jeſus, and the 


Ie cial Interceſſion of Mary and Ju- 
ph, | POINT 


the Preparatory Prayer, as wt fors 


Pichn we. 8. 5nd . ths. 


Second bunt. | Te 1271 
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. tial Feaſt of Canaan it 
_ Galilee,  S. Joſeph, was . viſited wit! 

the final Sickneſs. (S, Ephiphan. Her 
78. Franciſcns Lucas. Baron) He then 
exercis'd, (as he had done throug 
the whole courſe of his Life) Sera 
Phical Ads of divine Love, and He 
_roical Ads of Patience and Reſigna 
tion, which the Sen of God ſuggeſt 
ed ta him. O what a heaven! 
Scene was it, to behold the ſecant 
Perſam ot the moſt B. Trinity, knee! 
ing on one fide of his Bed, and thi 
Mother of his Redeemer on the 0 


for the conſtant Care and Pain 
-undertaken ſo many Years upon thel 
Joy return'd humble Thanks for tb 
Honour they had done. him, by ac 
8 knowledgia| 


A EH) by . be 
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knowledging the diſcharge of his Du- 


ty, and for their Affection towards 


him. He beg'd, as the laſt favour | 


in this World, a Bleſſing from Chrif's 


Hand, that fills every Creature with 


Benediction, and likewiſe the power- 
ful Interceſſion of his Immaculate 
Spouſe; for a happy Paſlage to Erer-. 
nity. Which being granted with 
grateful Tears, he petition'd like 
old Simeon to be diſmiſsd in Peace, 


and rapt into an Extaſie with the 
Love of God, he breathed out his 
precious Soul. Thrice happy death 


the reward of a vertuous Life. My 
God! Let my Departure be like that 
of the Juſt. Infinite Goodneſs, in- 
finite Power! aſſiſt me mow, and 
at that dreadful Tryal. Let me not 


be confounded at the hour of Death. 


Ponder alſo how Jeſus with his ſa- 


.N cred Hands, cloſed the Patriarch's 


Eyes. To deſerve a happy Death, 
ſhut now your Eyes to the World, 


make ſuch timely Preparations, as 
1 Oo you | 
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you would wiſh to have done, when 
ſtrugling in your Agony. Inſult o- 
ver Hell by a change of Life, ſend 
up Aſpirations, deſiring to be diſ- 
ſolvd and to be with Chriſt. Be 
exact in every Confeſſion, as if it 
were the Laſt. Do not ſleep in 
mortal Sin, leſt ſuddain Death ſeize 
you, and you be loſt Eternally. Ad- 


dreſs St. Joſeph, that you may have 


the Benediction of Jeſus on your 
death Bed,and rejoyce with Thoughts 
of being call'd out of Baniſhment- 


POINT II. 


Conſider IHA if Angels carried 
. the Soul of poor La- 
⁊arus into Abraham's Boſom, a no- 
ble Quire of thoſe B. Spirits, were 
commanded to conduct, and wait 
on S. Joſeph's to Limbo. At his co- 


ming thither, they might make uſe 


of the High Prieſt Joachim's words 
. | F 
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to conquering Judith, and ſing, here 
enters the Glory of Jeruſalem, the joy 


of Iſrgel, and the honour of your Peo- 


ple. This is the Soul of great Jo- 
feph, who govern'd and ſupported 
your Cyeator thirty Years, who was 
ſpouſe to the Mother of God. Re- 
flect, how the ſaved Souls of Kings, 


his Entrance, but much more, when 
he gave an agreable Relation of 


* 


Patriarchs and Prophets, rejoyced at 


the Birth, and Life of the long ex- 


pected Meſſias, and that their Re- 
demption was near at hand. O my 
Soul! languiſh for that happy Hour, 
when thy good Angel will Conduct 
thee, to hear the tranſporting In- 


vitation, enter into joys of thy Lord. 
Obey the Angels voyce, exciting you 
to Ads of Faith, Hope, love of God, 
Contrition and Reſignation , that 


they may be Familiar to you on the 
Death-bed. Reflect on former Sins, 
that if you had been call'd away at 
ſuch and ſuch a time, you had been 
| O02 now 
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220 Meditation on 
now burning with Cain and Judas. 


Give thanks for your Preſervation, 


reſolye rather to diſmiſs all that's 
dear to you in the World, than dr- 
vine Grace. Conſider likewiſe how 
our bleſſed Saviour, and the immacu- 
late Virgin, waited on St. Joſeph's 
Corps to the place of interment 
(Barradius lib. 6. c. 8.) which was 
the Valley of Joſophat, near the 
place where afterwards the bleſſed 
Virgins Body was depoſited for ſome 
Days, betwixt Mount Sion and 
Mount Olivet (ven. Beda, Bruchardus) 


and ſince the Bodies of ſeveral 


Saints have been preſerv'd from 
Corruption, 't is no raſh thought, to 
be of Opinion, that our Holy Patr:- 
arch was favour'd after the like man- 
ner. O precious Reliques ! O what 
an Honour, that God in Perſon 
ſhould take care of the Funeral, 
and with his ſacred Hands place the 
= Body in the Sepulcher. Admire the 
= Dignity of St. Feſeph. Carry about 


you 
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you Reliques, which terrify Devils, 
and keep them at diſtance. Deteſt 
Novelty, ſhun the dangerous Com- 
pany of thoſe who caſt out Words, 
reflecting on any practiſe of the pre- 
ſent Church of Chriſt. Live ſo, that 
you may appear with Security and 
Joy, in the Valley of Joſophat, when 
Chriſt comes to judge the World. 


Conſider. ! i OW Chriſt our Lord, 


riſing from his Sepul= 


cher, viſited his expecting Servants 
in Limbo. He took them from thence, 
as Trophies of his bitter Paſſion, 
and whereas many Bodies of Saints 
S. Matth. 27. 5 2 Jaroſe that had ſlept, 
we may not tt of St. Joſeph's 
being of that happy number, for tu 
prouſly believ d (St. Bernardin Tom. 3. 
Serm. de St. jaſeph, Ger on, &c.) that 
St. Joſeph is both Soul and Body 
glorious in Heaven, altho? thoſe of 
others ariſing at that time might re- 

: | ©::3. turn 
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222 Moditations on 
turn to their Tombs. The Son of 
God, and the holy Patriarch, went 
to viſit the Dolorous Mother. 0 
what Comfort! What a torrent of 2 
Joy over-flow'd the bleſſed Virgins r 
Heart, at that Glorious Appariti- f 
on of her Immortal Sen, and dear d 
ſe. As grief abounded before, Ife 
ſo did then Conſolation. Die with te 
Chriſt by Mortification, that you |} fo 
may riſe with him to a new Life. 
Renounce preſent Pleaſures, that || & 
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, you may rejoyce for ever. Break | 
Ss through all Difficulties, to open the m. 
| way out of your loathſom Tomb of Ke 
Vice, where you have lain fo long, . 
and fo ſordedly. Ponder alſo, that % 
# | according to the Opinion of many the 
= ſound Doors, S. Joſeph is the moſt niſ 
eminent Saint in Heaven (a) next to . 
= . on the bote 
2 3 3 Aff 

5 ; ho: teri 


ca) Suarer p. 3. Tom. 2. Gerſon Serm. De 4 
Nativ. Conſ. 4. Bernardin, 4. Part ſerm. 12. an 
Cartagena Tom 1. L. 4. Hom. 8. & 9. Iſidor i YOU 
4. Part. Cap.2,Segn, Jerm. de 5. Foſeph © Ali l 


ſ 
5 


Y 2 ee ů 
- 2 rn 
* 


2 . . b ———— — 
Ar ͤoĩ:Qĩ 2 1 — 
2 ” = — 


St. Joſeph's Life, 223 
„ of the bleſſed Virgin, and how on the 
vent || Aſcenſion Day, our Lord carry'd up in 
-O triump his Foſter Father, both Body 
t of and Soul, and placed him on a glo- | 
ins rious Throne, next to that prepar'd 
Titi- for the Mother of God. What joy 
dear did he then experience for paſt Suf- 
fore, | ferings ? What Glory, for Con- 
with | tempt? What a reſplendent Crown 
you || for Purity of Life? O my ſluggiſh 
Soul take Pains like St. Joſeph in 
that | Erving Chri#, that you may be re- 
reak | warded with him; call frequently to 
\ the mind, thoſe divine Words of our 
tb of || Kedeemer, what doth it profit 4 Man, if 
he gains the whole World, and ſuftains © 
that /e damage of his Soul (St. Matth.16.) | 
nany the Enjoyment is ſhort, and the Pu- 
moſt | niſhment Eternal. On the contra- 
:t to ry, faithful Servants of the Omni- 
the potent, have tranſient Tryals, ſhort 
Afflictions, whether Exterior or In- 
terior, but they gain a never ending 
and happy Kingdom. Say often to 
1640r your felt, what can ſeperate me 
PE from 
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from the Love of my God ? Not all | © 
the Menaces of cruel Man, nor all 1 . 
the malice of Hell. I will Love my m 
Omnipotent Creator, I will Love my N 
' moſt merciful Redeemer, I will Love || fo 
my gracious: Sanctiſer, purely for to 
their own Sakes, I will Love them fo 
Eternally. 0 er 


The cg: 1 N. 


| Moſt glorious 8 my I ma 
. dear Patron! Bleſſed * Pare = ing 
Eyes that ſee, what you now ſee. M. 
confide with holy Job, through * the 
Infinite Merits of Chriſt, and by your my 
powerful Incerceſſion, that in my 
fleſh, I ſhall ſee God my Saviour. 
Stretch out, for your unworthy Cli- 
ent, thoſe happy Hands, which car- 
ry'd ſo often, and provided for, the 
Son of God, Petition, that I may 
live, as 1 wiſh to die, always in di- 
vine Favour. 1, moſt humbly. beg, 
_ that you 1 * with your _ 
fie: culate 


my 

e the 

1 

1 the 

your 

n my 

viour. 

Cli- 
h car - 
1 the 
may 
in di- 
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you, that I her unworthy Suppliant, 


may be a ſav'd Sonl,and make up the 


Number of the ele&. With pro- 


22g 
culate Spouſe, to joyn in Prayer with 


found Humility, I invite you both, _ 


to be preſent with me at the dread- 
fol hour of my Death, when my laſt 
grateful Words ſhall be, with my 


parting Breath to invoke the ſacred - 


Names of Jeſws, Mary, Joſeph; and 


having ſatisfy'd divine Juſtice for 
manifold Tranſgreſſions in the ſcorch- 


ing Flames of Purgatory the very 
Moment that I ſhall be admitted to 
the Beatifical Viſion, Iwill protrate 
my ſelf before the Throne of Mer- 
cy, and I will ſay; O my God ? 
Your Charity was Infinite, and your 
Goodneſs Incomprehenſible, to bring 
into this celeſtial Manſion, à vile 


Worm of the Earth. I deſerv'd to 


have been now raging with repro- 


date Souls in unquenchable Fire, and 


ot to be an Eye-witneſs of ſo great 


Glorx 
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Glory, but your Mercy is above all 


your Works; moſt ſacred Trinity 


my preſent Happineſs is moſt dear 
unto me, becauſe this tranſporting 


Felicity was perfected by your boun- 


tiful Grace and Favour, more than 
by my poore Merits co-operating, 


to take Poſſeſſion of Heaven. I will 


then addreſs the Mother of God, and 


vou her glorious Spouſe, as alſo the 


nine Quires of Angels, and all Bleſſed 
Souls, to joyn with me in Acts of 
Thankſgiving, to God the Father, 
God the Son, and God the Holy Ghoſ,, 
for ever and ever, „Amen. 


ve al 
jnity 
dear 
Yrting 
boun- 
> than 
ating, 
I will 
d, and 
ſo the 
leſſed 
As of 
Father, 


Ghoſt, 


